y 
i 
Е Е 


ie 
S 
Y 


(ITCAR 
| ча | 
THE CAR BUILDER'S AUTHORITY 


January 1998 • Volume 17, Number 1 


Giant 160-Plus Kit Buyer's iGuide 
Sa hair Shopping for Just the Right Kit Project 
Cobra Kit Buyer’s Guide 


Over 30 Snakes to Peruse and Compare 


Retirement Party 
Going Out With a Bang by Building a Diablo Rebody 
Exotic Recipe 


pean Spice and Yankee Ing Mix Well in this Countach 
Xanti Lotus 238 is Exact and Ready for the Race Course 


Carroll’s Cobra 


4000 and Follow Along As Another Comes Together 


"WE WE EM Main Engine and Prepare lor Warp Speed 
WE MENE ORE Как "t Rocket Science! 


AMS HAPPEN” 


2 ORES 
COVER HOW LITTLE fr Ег OF WRITE TODAY AND pace Station and the Aidino: What's the Connection? 
COSTS Е 
сет ОЯМЕ ONE OF OR YOU ТО ОШМ AND 
г. 4 0 
= В РР IES ать а РЕПРОНМЯМСЕ CLASSICS 


» Pre-Owned 

Bargain Hunting for Used and Unfinished Kit Cars 

Tool Time 

Neve Devious Designed to Make Our Projects Easier and More Enjoyable 
Gotcha Covered 

Finding Insurance for Your КЕ Car 

Money-Saving Kit-Buying Tips 


Methods for Getting а Good Deal 


а 
Шшш.асашов.сот 


of the Myths About Сотро 


Shocking Developments. 


standing the Ups and Downs of Shock absorbers | 
\RTMENTS 
Driver's Side 
Tool Addicts: There isnt A 12-Siep Program 


Mailbox 
Letters to Ki 


Specialty Scene р 
News and Views From the Kit Car Universe 
| Kit Carchives. S 
apart with In-Depth Look at the Amazing Amante 
amazing Kit Tech 


attention te Sood nonin as 
detail. These Roches 
fare and Readers Display Their Rides 
remarkable 
Cars live 


again 


[BT cn їзїн VETE T V I Me. Copy VIT Pn Pang 
Uf брит вм Noir ny Pease 


ER 


602-376-1550 


FULL/PARTIAL BODY KITS 


INTERIOR 
PRODUCTS 
Wrap Arcund Dash, Dash 
Cover, Wood Facia, Moigea| 
"Carnet Leather 
Covers More 


ЕН и ос 
PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS 
V8 Eng. Swaps, 3.1 V6 Conv, 
2.8/3.1 Stroker Kit, 190 hp HO 
Епа. Suspension Kit, Brake Kit| 


| CATALOG - 58 or CATALOG & VIDEO - 5201 
Haynes Repair Manual - $17 
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P.0. Box 15088, Dept. РКС 
Phoenix, AZ 85060-5088 
Tel. (602) 376-1550 
Мир [wwe berers.com/terby i 


ji the FIERO OWNERS CLUB of America 
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Tool Junkies 


urely, you've heard the old saw, 

“A woman can never have too 

many silk blouses.” Well, simi- 
that there's no 


larly, most men i 
such thing as a man having too 
many tools, even if his wife argues to 
the contrary. There's even a TV pro- 
gram, Home Improvement, starring 
the Toolman himself, Tim Allen, that 
supports the tool fixation and lends 
validity to the need for а comprehen- 
sive tool collection. 

1 think our fascination with tools 
starts at a very early age. It's no coin- 
idence that we have toy boxes in 
youth and graduate to tool boxes as 
ме mature. The knee-high roto-mold 


| ed NFL football chest loaded with СТ 


Joes and Hot Wheels gives way to a 
four-section roll-away cabinet filled 
with hand tools of every description. 
And of course the toys on which we 
use our tools also grow, from a Tonka 
skiploader to a full-on, do-it-yourself 
car requiring a garage-size box. 

My interest in tools actually dates 
back to my pre-teens when I spent 


| considerable time using my дафв 


odd assortment of tools to take 
things apart. I graduated to building 
a series of wood skate-wheel push 
cars and to constantly modifying 
bicycles. Dad's tool collection suf. 
fered greatly during my youth as 
both my brother and I tried to con- 
vince him that his missing wrenches 
had vanished to the same mythic 
place where socks disappear. 

It wasn't, however, until about 
seven years ago that my interest in 
tools began to accelerate at an expo- 


| nential rate. That horrified my wife 


and she considered committing me 
rehab. That was about the iu e 
my Indy Exotics, Cobra replica (my 
first. car-building Project) appeared in 
our driveway. All at once, my reason- 
able assortment of tools became woe. 
fully inadequate. I closely watched 
for sales ав [ researched the tools 
and machinery needed to complete 
my kit project, 

In a scene that belongs on Tool 
Tine, my first "big" purchase was a 
3.5hp, 25-gallon deVilbess air com- 
pressor. I was at Price Club. Two 
older guys were admiring all the 
compressors. I excused myself ad 
they stepped aside. I began strug- 
Bling with the boxed compressor 
heaving it from the bottom shelf. to 


the cart. When the guys saw I was 
buying “the big one,” they eagerly 
pitched in, and as they helped me 
load it they showered me with hearty 
congratulations for having shed the 
bonds of the pneumatically-chal- 
lenged. It was a proud, but short- 
lived triumph because everybody 
knows that an air compressor with- 
out some air tools is little more than 
an expensive pool-toy inflater. There 
was no alternative: I had to get plen- 
ty of pneumatics. And, yes they did 
help with the kit project 

We always try to justify our tool 
purchases by telling ourselves that 
having the correct tool makes the job 
much more efficient and easy. That's 
like a smoker who says he smokes 
because he likes the taste of tobacco 
ог а drinker who claims he can stop 
any time. Buying tools is an addic- 
tion, albeit one with less severe conse- 
quences. The problem is, there's never 
а bottom to the tool well. Savvy tool 
collectors know that weeding out mar- 
ginal-quality pieces and selecting 
tools that come with lifetime replace- 
ment guarantees is the way to attain 
not only a healthy collection but one 
of value and substance—again, it's all 
done in the name of good tools for a 
good job. 

A host of retailers and mail-order 
houses feed the addiction by supply- 
ing the stuff of our dreams. Some of 
my favorites are Eastwood (800/345- 
1178), PowerHouse (800/872-7223), 
Northern Hydraulics (800/533-5545), 
Griot’s Garage (800/345-5789), and of 
course, Sears (that's where America 
Shops, you know). 

The truth be told, my four-tier roll- 
away and other hidey-holes in the 
вагаве aren't even close to housing а 
complete tool collection. As with the 
Service-facility mechanic who continu- 
ally updates his war chest, we ama- 
teurs have ever more tools to pursue. 

On my most recerit binge I scored 
3ome cool stuff because I needed it- 
Туе already put my new Craftsman 
reciprocating saw and my D-A sander 
to work several times. A set of Roll 
Master wheel casters work just ав I 
ind hoped to effortlessly move a pro- 
Ject car around the garage. I put a 
Mighty-Vac aci pene to work 
bleeding the brake system on my old- 
est car and I just couldn't pass up. 
that Craftsman barbecue utensil set 
to make grilling duties as enjoyable 
ав garage projects, —Jim Youngs 
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PERFORMANCE EQUIPMENT 


CUSTOM GAUGES 


with Ford Emblem 


$225.00 SET OF 5 


GOLD BEZEL CREAM BACKGROUND — M-19017-A961 (KIT) 
CHROME BEZEL WHITE BACKGROUND — М-19017-8961 (KIT) 
BLACK FACE CHROME BEZEL — M-19017-C961 (KIT) 
* Includes oll components necessary to install 


* Electronic operation, except Speedometer, which is 
mechonicol. Cose diometer is 3⁄4” (Speedometer) ond 2/6” 
(Жаш, Oil, Fue & Battery) 


* FucHlevel sender compatibility is 240 OHM empty 33 OHM 
full-12 wit 


* FueHlevel sender is adjustable from 6” to 23” 
Total Performance 


TACHOMETER* $75.00 
M-17360-A961 — Gold 
M-17360-B961 — Chrome 


To order call: 1-810-468-3673 
М-17360-0961 — Black 
"he nde sl M dl 


C.0.D. welcome! 
ода Cave dometer is 314". 


MIDSTATES e 
Classic Cars & Pants, Фис. 


Call us and see why we guarantee customer satisfaction 


MIDSTATES tassie Gare & Parte, Tue. 
835 W. Grant, Р.О.Вох 427-P, Hooper, NE 68031 
АХ 402/654-2332 PHONE 402/654-2772 
Write or Phone Today for a FREE Brochure or send 55 fora 
Complete Pack: d Our Current Prices. 


Over 14 years of building absolute quality. 
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Reduced port ongles hel 
develop awesome veloci. А 
venturi effect increases the 
flow around the valve heads. 
044s improve engine МЕ 
(Nolumetic Eficenc)] to allow 
Your engine to produce more 
Power while maintaining fl 


HI-VELOCITY 


Hi-Flo 55cc combustion 
chambers are ignited by 
Porsche style 3/4" reach 
spo Mugs Lung. ей 
Ды ето га e 
а ровоп ond reduce йе 
problem об cracked ond 
Shipped spark plug bosses 
The anders are designed 1o 
promote flame, ра] while 
расов heat cbsorplion 


0445” are 55% stronger than stock VW Heads! Competitior 

l n tested К 
over 8000 RPM and reliable enough to drive to Не supermarket. Ready 
H run right out of the box with big ports, oversize 40 x 36mm 5/5 valves, 
anal competion хоће jb, Hi Rew springs steel billet retainers, 
silicon bronze valve guides, 3/4” long reach spark plug bosses, 
sronghened combustion “chambers “Мне Gaba tae 
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Туге by B. Performance - Manufactured by an O.E.M. supplier 
31444044 Special Cylinder Head Sid. Bore . 


O44'* оге equipped with 
over-sized 40 x 36mm swirl 
polished stainless steel valves, 
Hi-Rev springs, steel billet 
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Former Kit Basher 

First, ГА like to say that you're 
killing me. What does that mean, 
you ask? 

I have been a VW guy all my life 
Now in my mid-40s, I have more 
years of experience rebuilding VWs 
than I care to admit. However, two 
years ago, a friend of mine had a 
Frazer Nash kit car sitting in his 
barn that he wanted me to buy and 
finish. To be honest with you, I 
never cared much for kit cars, You 
know the old saying, "They're not 
really cars.” I confess, I was one who 
threw stones. 

Well, let me say to all you kit car 
guys out there, I'm truly sorry. I just 
can't get enough of them now. I hope 


you can forgive me. 
My "34 Frazer Nash is my pride 
and joy. It's done up to look like ће 
cars of the 308: wire wheels, tube 
tires, 305” dash, and leather straps 
across the hood and trunk. I have 
more fun driving it. When I stop at 
lights, people tell me how cool it is. I 
must admit, it's a really big ego trip. 
Kit car people, it’s good to be one 
of you. It takes a lot of work and 
planning to put a car together and 
then detail it to be the best you can 
make it. My hat's off to all of you. 
By the way, Kit Car, there's only 
one problem I can see with what. 
you're doing. Your magazine doesn’t 
come out often enough. It's the best. 


Peter Gresh 
Fairport, NY 


‘Thanks for the kind words, photos 
of your car, and your mea culpa for 
Being a former kit car basher. We 
regularly hear similar derogatory 
phrases such as the one you men- 
tioned; another common one is, "It's 
just a kit car." Our answer is 
‘always, "They cease to be kits once 
they're completed and on the street 
or strip. They're real cars.” Welcome 
to the fold. 


MAILBOX 


Where Have All The Builders 
Gone 

Туе subscribed to your magazine 
for the past few years and have 
found myself enticed by several dif- 
ferent kits. But each time, it seems 
that by the time I receive informa- 
tion from the manufacturer, the kits 
are gone 

Several times I've read in your 
publication that the kit car industry 
is volatile, but what's the cause for 
this? Your staffers give high ratings 
to some companies like Automotive 
Affair, M&M, Lucas, and Vetper, 
then they fall by the wayside in 
what seems a matter of months. 

Му second question is, I feel, prob- 
ably one many prospective kit car 
purchasers have. It stems from the 
fact that kit car companies disap- 
pear so quickly. If I built a kit and 
then needed trim parts or accessory 
packages but the manufacturer was 
no longer in business, or if I were 
buying a kit as my finances allowed 
and the company went under, what 
would/could 1 do? 

By the way, is Renegade 
Motorsports still in business? I've 
tried to locate them and have had no 
luck. I wanted to build my 911 into a 
930 slant-nose look-alike with a 327 
V-8 in the rear. 


Peter Maeder 
Jackson, MI 


You're right, companies do seem to 
disappear in this business. I don't 
think any one reason can explain 
such a phenomenon, but here are а 
few observations we've made over the 
past six years. More often than not, 
kit car companies are formed by guys 
whose expertise is in the building 
and creating aspects and not in busi- 
ness administration. These guys can 
build top-notch stuff, but don’t have 
the experience to market and sell 
their products. With no income or 
deep-pocket capitalization 
there is little else to do but 
fold. You'll find success- 
ful hit car companies 
that employ sound 
‘marketing princi- 
ples and sell a 
desirable product. 
‘And there are com- 
panies (some shady) 
that excel at market- 


ing but lack a quality product. Still 
other companies have a sound prod- 
uct and good marketing but are 
grossly underfinanced. And yes, this 
industry does attract its share of con 
men, shysters, and crooks for what- 
ever reason. There's another possible 
reason why the companies you men- 
tioned have gone out of business. 
Those companies you mentioned were 
threatened with design infringement 
law suits by Chrysler for producing a 
Viper replica that was a bit too close 
to the original. We don't know if 
that's the reason they foundered, but 
it surely contributed. For the record, 
we never spoke highly of Lucas. 
You'll have to be careful in your 
choice of what car to build. Our веп- 
eral advice, in addition to advice we 
issue in our regular How To Avoid 
Getting Burned stories, would be to 
choose a model which is offered by 
more than one manufacturer. A 
Cobra replica, for example, is backed 
by a huge parts distribution network 
and lots of builders who can fulfill 
any parts requests. The Porsche 
Speedster replicas are also support- 
ed. The risk of getting into a project 
then having the company disappear 
is undeniable, In such an event you 
would have to find owners or kit car 
club members to help, or you'd have 
to fabricate the parts needed. To con- 
tact Renegade Motorsports, try Dept. 
KC, 610 Amigos Dr, Unit B, 
Redlands, CA 92373, 909/307-2150. 


Batmobile 
Tm in search of any company that 

may have a kit available to build a 

Batmobile from the Batman movie 

and its first sequel. 1 

there's а company 

making that 

kit, I 
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would love to get the name and 
address so I could obtain the infor- 


mation. 


loft your own body. 
Bucket Brigade 


Tve looked through your magazine 
for a kit of the 27 Model T Pick-up 
roadster. If there is such a thing, 
please let me know. 


Mike Dunlop 
Elk Grove, CA 


We don't know of anyone produc- 


ing the late-model Batmobile. The 
closest we can come is a replica of 


Gary Isaacson 
Bellevue, WA 


the 66 Bat Car available in kit form, 


contact Clint Young (909/608-2501). 
If you like replicas of a diminutive 
size, Revell-Monogram has new 
Batmobile /Bateycle hits available. 
Maybe you could use the model to 


We assume you mean a Toucket 
roadster with a short pickup bed, in 
which case you'll want to contact Total 
Performance (800/243-6740), a compa- 
ny with years of experience with Pouck- 


Low Profile Line 


THE TOTAL SOURCE 
FOR YOUR HIGH 


* Exceeds OEM standards 
* High performance beritage 
* Low profile design 


* Maximum CFM range 
2700+ СЕМ) 


е Long life characteristics 


* Uncomparable quality 
* 12V/24V types 

* Size range: 57—16 
* Lightweight 

* 100% balanced 


+ Straight/eurved blade options 


O SPAL jig ronce 


SPAL Automotive Technolo 
ive Technologies * 512 Tuttle Suc 
Des Moines 1A 50309 4618 * 800-45.0327 © et 515-245-2078 


888-SPAL USA cat Free) 


ets and practically everything in 
to build one. The latest style rom ot 
features chopped sides, shortened ont 
ала smoothed doors. This body is bi” 
ger than Total’s standard Тиса, 6, 
is designed to fit on their standard + 
frame ог new space-tube chassis, 
body retails for $720. ради 


Off-Roaders 

Ive subscribed to your magazine for 
over five years now and have an inter- 
est in VW-based kit cars, particular 
the Hummer-styled HummBug and. 
Autospeed's soon-to-arrive HalfVee. 
Although the HalfVee has greater 
headroom and more engine and trunk 
space than the HummBug, my father 
and I want something a little bigger 
to tow our 20-foot boat. I saw а pic- 
ture in your Sept. '97 issue's "Top 100 
Kits" of the T-Rex which uses a 
Suburban chassis. Pd like to know 
more since I've never heard of the 
Jurassic ‘Truck Corp. 


Luis Harris 
Villa Park, CA 


Led by HummBug, there is a sudden 
onslaught of Hummer-like kit vehicles 
coming into our marketplace, several of 
which might work for your towing-duty 
cycles. We're still investigating a grow- 
ing list of companies considering or 
developing such products. All of the kits 
arent based on the venerable VW һа. 
. As this is being written, Autospeed's 
(800/793 2627) Half iie is just days 
ашау from being in full production. 
Jurassic Truck (817/459-0852) is a 
somewhat newcomer to this business 
and we've yet to see one of its T-Rexes 
roaming the tun- 
dra. Sam's 
Surplus. 
(915/756-2826) 
is said to be 
developing an 
off-roader named Alley Cat. Bam North 
dimerica (810/669-5164), Active Power 
Ine. (216/944-5940), Gamut Designs 
(801/262-8200), and Classic Roadsters 
100/373-9000) all have a vehicle in 


the works, 
1008) udi [Кш Ranch (619/444- 


годиста Из FunVee 

о. Затта ofthese vehicles will be 
ва 

should have decent tow а па 


Pull the Cord. 


Tm interested i 

in assemb] 
сад 810/812 kit car. T Е 
that several years back there was 
ui it car available. Г have pui 
a ae Several magazines pertainin 
to kit cars, including your Sept 97 
issue, but have been x И 


locating а supplier. 

Tm just about ready to start the 
process of building this particular kit 
car. Any assistance you can provide 
will be very much appreciated. 


Bill Pasle: 
San Marcos, 


Duloux Motors (916/477-0707) 
offers а 37 Cord kit designed to fit a 
fullsize GM chassis. The basic kit sells 
for $19,900 with turnkeys in the 
$50,000 range. 


Topless Questions 

First off, I love your magazine. You 
publish the coolest cars I've ever seen. 
Tespecially admire the Duloux 37 
Cord Sportsman Cabriolet, 34 Ford 
coupes, PR&D 55 Chevy Bel Air, RR 
Coffin Nose, and the Regal Roadster 
‘Bird kits. These are real classy. 

But, I want more information. For 
instance, is the insurance going to be 
high? Are kit cars able to hold 
radios? This may sound dumb, but I 
need to know, do all of the convert- 
ibles or topless cars have tops? Опе 
last question: If a kit has only one 
listed engine, does that mean it's 
only compatible with one engine? 


Felix Landry 
College Station, TX 


In answer to your insurance ques- 
tion, we're going to refer you to 
“Gotcha Covered" in this issue. Only 
АМ radios fit in kit cars—no, we're 
Joking, but seriously, depending on the 
‘model, а first-class stereo system is a 
simple installation in kit cars. Keep in 
mind that kit cars are real cars— 
‘many replicate real cars. The models 
you mentioned all have ample room. 
Jor adding stereo gear. Not all convert- 
ible or topless cars have tops, but most 
times one can be added fairly easily. 
Engine selection is widely debated, 
and we suggest you check with the 
manufacturers you're interested in as 
to what engines will fit and allow the. 
car to work at its optimum. 


Ultra Exotics 

‘Around the mid- to late-80s I was 
ап avid reader of your periodical. As 
the years went by, I lost faith in my 
dream of owning the kit cars that Га 
daydreamed about. After awhile, 1 
stopped seeing Kit Car on the shelves 
and wondered what had happened to 
it. Its been about 10 years since then 
and I now have your Sept. 97 issue. 
Тез better than ever. I have collected а 
Tot of magazines and am aware that а 
Jot of new kit cars have appeared. 
‘What I would like to know is, have 


any of the cars that I have enclosed 
photos of been made into kits? 

‘Most of the photos I sent are of pro- 
totypes and show cars. Lam particu- 
larly interested in the Sbarro 
Challenger. It’s awesome. Are any of 
these cars available in kit form? 


Chris Rincon 
Address withheld 
Concept cars, show cars, and proto- 
types don't usually make it to manufac- 
turing let alone to being duplicated by 
hit car builders. Of the nine car photo 
clips you sent, none are being produced 
either as production cars, custom cars, 


тт onem mu 190 


or kit vehicles. That's not to say that they 
shouldn't be. If we were picking and 
choosing, the Lamborghini Portofino 
four-door would be a very cool project 
even though it only has a V-8 for 
power. 


Tonors in Ki Garratiect th opinions of the writers 
‘and do not imply tho endorsement of his magazine. 
A lever should be addressed to Майьок, Kit Car. 
(6420 Wishie Biva., Los Angeles, CA 90048-5515. 
Loners shouid includ the writer's name, address. 
serv the right to edt 
ther editorial purposes. 
анод, wo cannot 


‘answer etre privately. 


removable top! Deceptor Kits fit stock 1984-8; 


You're welcome to visit cur facility to see саг 
KIT CAR Magazine selected D&R as one 
of the 1906 "BEST 5 BUYS 


Full ine of parts and accessories... N 
Send $5 for 24-page catalog with 
color pictures... Or 525 for promo 
video & catalog 


We accept = S9 em 


loa The Python 2000 one-piece, paint impregnated super fit body Bolts directly to 1984-83 


Fie modified stretched frame. Complete body package starts at 09995. Now also available wit 


Ge tops end windows. Tunkeys start 525,000, ACT NOW! Limited Quantities! Zire е foras 
“Deceptor” 5000 Body Kit - slats at 4995. “Deceptor 25th Anniversary" Kit stas at 5995 


D&R REPLICARS INC. x x x x x x X x x ж 
525 HAYCOCK RUN RD, KINTNERSVILLE, PA 18930 FAX - 610/847-2966 


D&R REPLICARS INC. 


PYTHON 2000, DECEPTOR 5000 & 25th ANNIVERSARY KITS 


В Fiero wheel base and are available with remov- 


rs in progress and turkeys. See for yourself why 


Ф 


610/847-2188 


Our fiberglass body is so good that it is 
displayed at dealer shows straight out 
of the mold. Hood, trunk 

and door gaps 
all match. 


Stage I Kit $7,638. 


* Includes body mounted to frame. 
+ Doors hinged and latched. 


* Hood and trunk hinged. 
« Rebuilt front and rear suspension f 
and new rotors. Why 


Roger Upton * 3637 S. 177 West Ave. 


RU Car Crafters Inc. 


rucarcrafters @gorilla.net 


not use a performance chassis in your performance car? 
We fel our Backbone style frame isthe best. 
‘Compare our body and frame with any. 


* Sand Springs, Ok 74063 * 


‘Autospeed Off-Roader 


‘There seems to be a mini explosi 
р plosion in the kí 
= EE new kit. versions of the AMG aoe E и 
that are either i n RHET 
es in development or are nearly ready to m 
utospeed Motorcars jum; i 

5 ped into the fr: iti 
ques HalfVee, a kit designed to. bolt sere a 
size VW Туре platform. сап be powered by Ша 
койга VW enginea, suspended wilh stack or modifica 
ЗА дан ne раци а variety of off-road. 

г. ее is mo] й 

part super-bybria fiberglass resin thats mat o Пен ев. 


hammer-proof body. Not only is it three times the strength 


of polyester resi i il 
с Ar UR but it's flexible enough to absorb sub- 
Highlights of the HalfVee kit ($4,950. 


fenders f i i 
m large tire clearance, seating for four adults, 


base) include high 


Jovi's Two New Exotics 

Jovi Ltd, the company that introduced the inn, 
vative Mercedes 500SL rebody for the Chrysler о. 
LeBaron and 5.0 Mustang convertible: 
announced dition of two new cars to its 
mix: a Koenig SL and a versatile Diablo VT. 

The wide-body Koenig SL is designed to fit ’83- 
‘93 Ford Mustang convertibles and provides for 
extra-wide rubber to take full advantage of the 
5.0L powerplant. This new kit doesn't require 
wheel adapters to bolt on custom wheels. The kit 
includes a wrap-around whale-tail molded to the 
trunk lid along with other hunkered-down flares, 
Scoops, and ground effects. The Koenig kit fits the 
company's standard 5.0 version or a stock 
Mustang. Rear air ducting can be opened for 
engine and brake air venting. The Jovi Koenig 
Er ed for $6,995; add $4,995 for the facto- 

install the pieces. À turnkey will set y 
р шш! pieces. A turnkey will set you 

Also blasting out of the Jovi shop is a new 
Diablo VT kit that’s made to fit a stretched Fiero 
(613 280) or a stretched VW Bug ($8,995) chassis. 

he iberglass components are hand laid and 
reinforced with steel tubing. Jovi's new wind- 
shield design is said to be less expensive than 
other kits on the market. Both configurations 
come standard with steel-reinforced doors, body 
shell, hood, trunk lid, gas door, front and rear - 
bumpers, and headlight covers. The company also 
offers interior kits and a long list of options. 
ene details, contact Jovi Ltd., Dept. KC, 
6278 N. Federal Hwy, Ste, 259, Ft Lauderdale, 

1, 33308, 954/568-9534. 


Matrimonial Bliss 

Now he has everything. A Cobra 
replica and a beautiful new wife. 
Snake fanatic Joe Spina recently 
tied the knot in a ceremony that few 
brides would stand for. Joe's wife's 
pro-kit car attitude puts her at the 
top of our book. In addition to the 
three kit Cobras in the wedding pro- 
cession, the reception was graced by 
ап ice sculpture of our favorite 
Snake. Joe, the bodywork on that. 
sculpture looks like it needs some 
more blocking, and by the way, nice 
hat. 


Kit Car’s (admittedly one-sided) 
‘Tips on Choosing a Life Partner: 

1. Before you begin courting, get 
your kit car on the road. Toys have a 
much lower priority іп a marriage 
than say, furniture, 

2. Find good marriage prospects at 
car shows, auto parts counters, and 
hardware stores, and check the per- 
sonals in Hemmings Motor News. 

3. Guys, love is blind; be careful 
out there and ask the right ques- 
tions. But don't answer any ques- 
tions that have any iterations of the 
word "feelings," as applied to your 
kit car. 

4. Check whether your state has 
community property laws. If it does, 
may we suggest a prenuptial автее- 
ment that excludes your car (and 
tools) from any settlement? 

5. See above. This guy even had a 
Cobra ice sculpture at his wedding 


1. Buy new 2. Buy used 3. Build from scratch 
For the ultimate in armchair Get the bargain hunters” Don’t build, remodel or repair 
shopping get our Bhie! fiberglass without 


Kit Car Buyer’s 
Video Guide 


See live ction video of 21 popular 
kits. See replicas of Сорт 
, Auburn, Porsche 


55 Ch 


Gloss Fiber Auto Body 
Construction Simplified. 
Material costs for a typical set of 
Pic оре шр Indy panels is under 900, Ths 
‘owners, Lots of good deals on 97 page “how to” тапш феойу 
О ce ewe os many Зери o custom Bid ок 


nfinshedprojeds, Manygeeat оит, bodies and molds. 
КОШАЛЫ 


Kit Car Gassifieds 


Bimonthly advertiser features 


thousands of $55 1 


GLASS ABI | 


| FIBER 800700 | 


N! 
Sol m 
Зи Sige | 


! Video Guide | 
la 


$16.00 +5400 sth 


Telephone orders: | 
E е! Hove your Visa ог MasterCard y 


ready, coll (8 10) 896-3 952 


$22.00 + $4.00 sth 1 year subscription $15 


[Mail orders: 
[Send a check or money order 
[чї your nome, address ond Outside U.S. add $2 gnd 


ress the extension number 
order to the address below. Airmail add $10 frih 1 


е product you want. 


__ Kit Cor Classifieds 1 year subscription $15 extension 14 r 
П __ Kit Car Buyer's Video $22+$4=$26 extension 16 П 
= Auto Body Manual $16+$4=$20 extension 17 1 
1 — Get all three and save $12! 545-+545 $49 extension 20 I 


Westwood Publishing, Box 162, Haverford, PA 19041 


1 Selling or seeking cars, parts or unfinished kits? Advertise free! р 
$ Shd a photo description, price and your phone number. Well do the rest : 


= 


High Performance 
Brake Systems 


BAER 


Ss 


602.233.1411 


103 West Thomas Rd, Suite 1201! 
запетос ан fax 602.352.8445 


Fora catalog send $90: tel 


reception! 
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KIT CARCHIVES 


By Harold Pace 


Amazing Amante 

‘udging from the number of 
J "What's that?" letters and 

photos we get, the Amante GT 
must be one of the least known high- 
volume kit cars from the 1970s. 
Although sold in large numbers, it 
never acquired the recognition of the 
Bradley GT or Fiberfab Avenger, 
which is a shame since the Amante 
was, by all accounts, a very good kit 
car. 

First introduced in 1969 as the 
Gazelle (no relation to the Fiberfab 
"Benz copy), the original manufactur- 
er was Hebina Plastics in Santa 


rnia. The styling was 
very good and not a direct copy of 
anything else, although it shared а 
basic shape with the attractive 
DeTomaso Vallelunga which had 
been styled by Giugiaro in 1964, 
The Amante was designed to fit 
any VW pan except for bus or truck, 
and stood only 44 inches tall. Engine 
choices included VW, Porsche, and 
Corvair. While the doors were not 
pre-hung, the hinge mounts were 
built in and attachment holes were. 
clearly marked or drilled. The body 
had a steel rollbar, side bars, and 
other body reinforcements molded in 
during the assembly process. To add 
rigidity and a finished appearance, 
most panels had inner panels that. 
were bonded on. Dashboards were 
built in and used optional clip-on 
upholstery to match the black vinyl 
interior liner. The glass package 
included Rambler Marlin front and 
rear glass and roll-up side windows. 
The headlights had a unique set of 
solid covers that hinged down to 
uncover the lights. The price was a 
reasonable $795 in 1969, 

By 1970 Hebina had changed its 
name to Voegele Industries (Гог 
owner Bill Voegele) and the car had 
been renamed the Amante СТ. 
Improvements were being made, 


including an emphasis on the VW 
Variant Squareback/Fastback chi 
sis option. These VWs used fuel- 
injected engines and front-wheel disc 
brakes long before the Bug switched 
over. One of the best options was a 
rollcage that added roof bars and 
tubes that extended forward to the 
nose and back to the tail inside the 
wheel wells. 

Voegele also added a simple 
square-tube frame that accepted 
Corvair engines and suspension and 
was adaptable to mid-engine config: 
urations for VW, Porsche, or Corvair. 
Using a Corvair transaxle in a mid 
engine application required that the 
engine be made to run in reverse. 
Voegele sold a kit for adapting the 
engine. 

Many variations on body trim 
could be specified. In addition to sev- 
eral seat styles, there were three 
rear quarter-panel treatments. One 
had full glass quarter-panels for 
great visibility. A second option 
added а small scoop to an abbreviat- 
ed window for interior or engine 
cooling. The third variation did away 
with the glass and substituted a 

ве scoop for serious engine cool- 
ing. Front and rear decks also came 
three ways: smooth panels; with 
twin depressed scoops; or with a sin- 
gle raised scoop. A tail spoiler was 
available with any deck treatment. 
As kits could be ordered in any com- 
bination of the above at no extra 
charge, the possibilities were end- 
less. 

Amante GTs were also offered in 
turnkey form. The GT/A used a VW 
Variant chassis with a 1,600cc mill 
and cost $4,900 ready to roll. The 
СТ/С used the same chassis but was 
powered by a 140hp Corvair engine 
for $5,500. The GT/M was based on 
the tube-frame chassis with a mid- 
engined 180hp turbo Corvair. This 
bumped the price to $7,690 and the 
top speed to 135 mph. 

е ultimate Amante was the 
GT/XM which used a variation on 
the tube-frame chassis powered by a 
302 Ford V-8 bolted to a ZF 
transaxle. The top speed was an 
impressive (claimed) 150 mph, but 
the price rose to $8,950. Bearing in 
mind that a loaded 454-powered 
Corvette was under $7,000 in 1970, 
it's doubtful that many, ifany —' 
turnkey GT/XMs were sold. It was 
also offered in kit form, but few were 
Completed due to the extensive 


amount of fabrication required. The 
chassis was a variation on the regu 
lar Amante tube frame and had a 
94.5-inch wheelbase. Due to the 
short wheelbase, there wasn't room 
for the usual Crown Corvair conver- 
sion that mounted the transmission 
between the engine and the differen- 
tial. This mandated the use of 
expensive Hewland, ZF, or similar 
transaxles that mounted the trans- 
mission behind the diff. The front 
suspension was VW or Corvair with 
modified "Vair rear suspension. 

The Amante body was pretty slip- 
pery. Renowned Volksracer Dean 
Lowry used one with VW power to 
set numerous records at Bonneville 
in 1970-71. Named the Tera-Soar, it 
ran in the G/sports racing class and 
posted a sizzling 160.470 mph in 
1971. The previous record holder 
had been a four-cylinder Ferrari- 
powered MGA. This would be the 
VW-powered speed record for the 
next 14 years. 

In 1971, the Amante project was 
on the move to Florida where it was 
built by Performance Designers. 
‘They apparently dropped the special 
frame options and concentrated on 
VW-based kits. In 1973, the stylish 
(if fickle) molds made their way to 
Chamblee, Georgia, and to new own: 
ers’ Amante Cars. I don't know how 
many were built there or if there 
were other Amante manufacturers. 
Can any Amante fans fill us in? 

The Amante was a fine kit with 
enough reinforcement to provide a 
rigid body and stable door mounts. 
Dealers who assembled and sold 
them had a high opinion of their 
quality, comparing them to the 
Meyers Manx in terms of structural 
integrity and design. They were sold 
in large numbers, so unfinished kits 
are available with three-digit prices 
and nice specimens can be had for 
under $6,000. 

When the “me too” school of repli- 
cars began in the 1980s, original 
designs like the Amante, Fiberfab 
Avenger, and Bradley faded from the 


Coilover Shocks 


Height Adjustable, Bright Aluminum. 
Body. Springs Availabe in Various 
Rates and Lengths Now avaiable 

for Mustang 1 based front ends 


Step by Step 
and brochure 
available 


STREET 


RAY Е 
FINDING PARTS? 


We stock the following cobra items to 
complete your car. 


s, Louver 
ө, Lights, Minors s 


Steering Columns, Radiators, Parking B [7 


AND MUCH MORE! 


Call Today for Best Prices! 
MANUFACTURING OF COBRA REPLICA 


FRAMES & BODIES SINCE 1979 


COMPANIES 


RT. 1 BOX 69 
PLATTE CENTER, NE 68653 
(402) 246-2355 

FAX: (402) 246-3710. 


Rod End Adjusters —— 
Mustang И Tube А 511.00 еа Виж 24 or more $9.00 
CCormpleté as shown) 57 
Cross Shalt only wih Bushings $39.00 
Bas Jont Presti Only $20.00 


I Rack & Pinion 
[ET 
Bene ve orp Te roas 
Бае 
pom 
Spee 512000 


d A-Arms "NEW" 
Fou ee 
Bocce Enamel Fess 


Strut Rods 
Зен” Same as Mustang tO 
3009 pr Bushing nudes 
Busting олу $15.0 set 


Double Tube Lower 
A-Arm wath drogpe 
‘mount S185 00 pr 


МАЛВАН ITURNABLE 


Complete Kits & Accessory PKG's Available 


TO ORDER CALL 7-800-35 ЫЕ 


KIT CARCHIVES 


market. In the 1990s, the Pontiac 
Fiero provided a new basis for ori 
nal bodywork with exciting designs 
like the Finale, Scorpion, Artero, and 
others. Hmmm... I wonder if an 
Amante body would fit on a Fiero? 

Coming in future issues: Devin, 
Glasspar, Arntz, LaDawri 


Suggestions, photos, and info gladly 
accepted, 


KIT CARCHIVES Q&A 


Ocelot Observations 
My boyfriend and | have several kit 
соз, including а Bradley GT, GT-40 repli 
са. and o dune buggy. All our cass are 
based on VW pons, including one we 
hope you con identify for us. We would 
really appreciate any information you ог 
your readers could give us. Thonk you 
for such a great magazine, 
Tina Dollor and Andy Ames 
Monticello, FL 


The car in your photos В an Ocelot SS 
(Super Sport) built by Sand Chariots in 
Fullerton, California cica 1959 (copying 
dune buggy bodies is о simple matter 
So it could be a copy built by someone 
else). It was buit to be used on the 
street as well cs off-road. 

There were other Ocelot variations 
that didn't look anythi 
50 it con be confusing. Sand Chariots 
was О going concer ond buit a lot of 
Саз, Including the Ocelot Il which wos 
built on а fulHength VW pon and a 


ing like your cor, 


gay 
Simply caled the Осеор that оро o" 


16 KIT CAR 


a 


Mysteries of the Universe 
in the interest of helping your column 
survive, | submit the enclosed Mystery 
Car, | acquired it four years ago and по 
‘one has been able to identify it. One 
thinks it’s an early Kelmark, others think 
it's а Fiberfab—but no one has come. up 
with a correct answer. | haven't yet start- 
ed fo work on this car snce I'm involved 
in a complete reworking of a Bradley ст 
I've been working on it for two years ond 
hope to have it on the road in 1998, Then 
I intend to go to work on the Mystery 
Car. | поре you can identify it for me. 
Gregory Whi 
Glendale, AZ 


Gee, uh... um... beats me. It isn'ta 
Fiberfob. However, the 


together I'd guess that it’s a one-off 
made from a Kelmark body. Can any- 
опе fil us in? 


Can identity this wonderfel 
Mintoge/contemporary-looking 
‘about it, I may produce a 
ө version, but before | fake 
to It, l'd like to know for sure 


Richard J. Marcus. 
Saint Thomas, Virgin islands 


Put that saw down this minute 


You've found a rare АРАГ (Application, 
Polyester Armee Liege) bull in Blegny, 


f fiberglass produci, pois 

д Speedster replicas, Fiero гарт 
Formula Vees, and диле puoso 
ово restores and collects 4000 He 


is one of his more 
оде which was inci 
the Porsche Ab. 


produced in 


Ln 
ge racer 


а potent vi 
The English magazine. Clossic ond 
Sportscar. ran an article on APAL in 
the Nov. 92 issue. Your cor is proboby 
the only one in the United States, so 
please don't cut it up. 


Aztec Angles - 


1 found this kit sitting next to the 
foad and priced at $495 and | 
Couldn't resist taking it home. It's 
almost complete, with Fiat instruments 
Опа VW floor and drivetrain. I need to 
locate а window, but I have no idea 
who built it. Гт hoping you might 
shed some light on the manufacturer 
what it's called, and what it's sup- 
Posed to mimic. My guess is it looks 
like a Lotus. 
John Jaynes 
Wrightstown, NJ 


You've bought a pretty nice kit bull 
by Fiberfab in the 1970s. it was called 
fhe Aztec 7 and was inspired by an 
Alfa Romeo showcar called the 


Carabo (it wasn’t an exact replica). 
Fiberfab was 


О large company: many 
Aztec 7's were sold. The company 
Обо Sold a lot of Aztecs which were 
completely different trom Aztec 7s. Ап 
Айвс 7 body was used on the car 
that holds the world’s speed record 


for a steam-powered cor. The window 
was the sam 


The Sebring MX 
from Classic Roadsters 


х =ч 


Also Available: THE CLASSIC 427 


At the 1995 "Run and Gun" ou 
also logged an impressive 


White hot Дер — eid Sebring customers have to say. 
jousands ol 


what a few of the th 


дүе had 5 Austin-Healey’ 2 Triumphs. 
Sebring. It was fun to build, but driv 
"You have an outstanding sports car 
‘surpasses а! available vel 

те and trim are of exc 
gn nard, Quebec 


= Maurice D. M 


12:24 second quarter mile in the drags! 


G-Force 


ich is any thing close to ту 
d 1 Corvette, none of wi i 

ving itis awesome!" - Doug Fry, Maryland И 

scar that, dollar for dollar, equals andeven gpf O Facio Bui Brochure 
on Paid today. The fiberglass, interior, ФФ T) Classe 427 UE 


essed." ities Brochure 
lent quality. Our mechanic was truly impressed, Гу Business Opportunies 


ood look at the basics and compare quality, 


Take a good 


erin lue. 
engine: Jeder choose a Classic Roadster. 


Мете conf 


Call Now for FREE Brochures! 


1-800-373-9000 


Bucket seats and interior trim are lavished 
with Connolly leather hides for a richly 
appointed cockpit 


by STEVE TEMPLE 


and brakes. It was 
ripping off all th 
4 the chassis 11 inches by 
between the cockpit 

g procedure isn't as dificul 
ar's unique construction. It 
and an X-member welded on 


output а 
a steal at only 
body panels. He then ex 
splicing in frame extensions 
engine cradle. The lengthenin 
as it may sound du 
has а mid-mounted e 
to stiffen the elongated 

The kit package comes complete, whici 
stop shopping—a real plus considering the uni 
the required components (local auto parts stores are 
probably not going to carry the correct trim items) 
What's included for $14,000 are all the major body pan- 
els with inner liners (installed), headlight units, rear 
wing, rear bumper, 1so included with the 
kit ап extensive list of more than three dozen hard-to: 
‘essory items such as hood hinges, marker 
ounts, original-spec curved 


engin 


ame. 
ih makes for one- 
ness of 


and mirrors. Al 


source acc 
lights, door shocks а 


With the 
exception of the 
marque logo on 

the intake,the 
builder left the 
stock 2.8L V-6 
as he found 


Building | 
a Diablo 


The center 
section of the 

| rear wing can be 
adjusted from 

| the cockpit to 
alter the down- 

| force on the car. 


You'd never 

| mistake this dash 
as coming from a 
Pontiac Fiero— | 
the foundation on 

| which this | 
| Warlock Phantom 
| SE is built. The 
interior looks 
| factory fresh and 
| serious. 


ow dots a retired aer 
red aerospace е 

Н: years? Hitting the links? Playing гопа 8 
| [M M Weeding the garden? Wo don't think ao. d 
| ng his very own Lambo (o Ще 
| (еге? Thats what 69-year-old pce 
| decided to do with his newfound leisure time, oe 
Is in a unique way i е 
results, In fact, this in his third КОШЫ net 
| lo VT and a Countach replica with a 
zear mounted videocam to help him do a 
е (otherwise, the only practical method for buck. 


ing up is to sit on 
the wing). Havin, 


pee to raise and lo 
е project's found; 
the best and most. es 


tion ів an "88 Fi 
а ero. That model is 
ensive to use because of its higher 
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This Diablo 30th Anniversary has all the right 
stuff including custom Lambo-style wheels 
mounted with big Michelin rubber. It also has a 
practical air shock in the front with an onboard 
Compressor to raise or lower the nose. 


windshield and door glass, and the frame-extension 
package. Warlock also provides hardware for modifying 
The shift linkage which becomes necessary bnce the chas- 
sis is lengthened. , 

"Another great advantage of the Phantom SE body 
package is that the steel-reinforced fiberglass panels 


Pame already color-gelcoated, so prepping and painting 


isn't necessary. к 

"To get that authentic metallic color not available in 
gelcoat, John applied four coats of PPG 30th SE Purple 
ER two clearcoats. Even with the extra effort he took, he 
laims the entire project took him only 260 hours. That's 
impressive when you examine the car's fit and detailing, 
but not unexpected considering his background and 
experience. 

The workmanship on. 
the Connolly black leather inte 
Berry Farm event, the Asso 


this car is so good—right down to 
rior—that at the Knotts 
ciation of Handcrafted 


‘Automobiles awarded John Best 
of Show, Spectator’s Choice, and SOURCE 
two other trophies. Warlock Designs 

Dept. KC 


Now thats what we call а 
retirement party—not bad for a 
gray-haired guy with a little 
extra time on his hands. КС 


15740 Prado Road 
Chino. CA 91710 
909/597-4110 


n Ll ——— 


"Bucket seats and interior trim are lavished | 
with Connolly leather hides for a richly 

bys ӯ É appointed cockpit. 

y STEVE TEMPL ——— тө зестра 


engine output and improved handling and brakes. It was 
a steal at only $2,500. John began by stripping off all the 
body panels. He then extended the chassis 11 inches by 
splicing in frame extensions between the cockpit and 
engine cradle. The lengthening procedure isn't as difficult. 
it may sound due to the car's unique construction. It 
has a mid-mounted engine and ап X-member welded on 
to stiffen the elongated frame 

‘The kit package comes complete, which makes for one- 
stop shopping—a real plus considering the uniqueness of 
the required components (local auto parts stores are 
probably not going to carry the correct trim items). 
What's included for $14,000 are all the major body pan- 
els with inner liners (installed), headlight units, rear 
wing, rear bumper, and mirrors. Also included with the 
kit is an extensive list of more than three dozen hard-to- 
source accessory items such as hood hinges, marker 
lights, door shocks and mounts, original-spec curved 


With the 
exception of the 
marque logo on 

| the intake,the 
| builder left the | 
| stock 2.8L V-6 | 
as he found it. 


The center | 
section of the 


rear wing can be | [REEL ке 
adjusted from | This Diablo 30th Anniversary has all the right 


the cockpit to. stuff including custom Lambo-style wheels 

АФГАН | mounted with big Michelin rubber. It also has a 

force on the car. practical air shock in the front with an onboard 
compressor to raise or lower the nose 


You'd never 

mistake this dash | = windshield and door glass, and the frame-extension 
as coming from a package. Warlock also provides hardware for modifying 
Pontiac Fiero— S the shift linkage which becomes necessary bnce the chas- 

the foundation on sis is lengthened. 
which this; a Another great advantage of the Phantom SE body 
Warloe Pineto i ү package is that the steel-reinforced fiberglass panels 
АЯКЫ А оде «| йлы so prepping and painting 
| aeter fresh ane To get that authentjc metallic color not available in 
gelcoat, John applied four coats of PPG 30th SE Purple 
and two clearcoats. Even with the extra effort he took, he 
claims the entire project took him only 250 hours. That's 
impressive when you examine the car's fit and detailing, 


| Я 1 but not unexpected considering his background and 
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jects, John scomplished those retirement у | Berry Farm event, the Association of Handcrafted 
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15740 Prado Road 
Chino, CA 91710. 
909/597-4110 
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gray-haired guy with a little 
extra time on his hands. KC 
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the best 
ensive to use because of its nish” 
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By Steve Temple 


ho would have ever thought that a tractor man 
ufacturer would build one of the most admire 
exotics of all time? That's how Ferruccio 
а ta son of a farmer who made his fortune in 
Ne cultnral machinery, got his start. As with the earlier 
Miura and later models, his approach to the Countach 
was simple: it had to be beaut as fast as а Formula 1 


car, ав well built ав a Swiss watch, and 35 
robu: 


European Spice 


as a Lamborghini tractor 
So maybe it’s not so strange that 
one of the more admired Lambo 
replicas on the market com 
from a man of as unlikely 
background. Exotic Nlusio 
Demetrios Koroneos (he also 
goes by “Jimmy the Greek”) 
got his start in the donut 
business of all things, But thst 
vocation was not his passion. АЗ 
with many enterprising КЁ 
enthusiasts, what Demetrios W35 
m into was building hot rods. Bu 
‘© Pursuits did combine to lay * 
qua for a kit manufacturer because hë 
Importance of satisfied customers 


| with Yanke 


Ingenuity and 


| Solid Service 


Stir Well, and 


What You Get is 


Pure Pleasure 
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his company, Exotic 


лее 


Illusions, includes a written guar 


that if buyers aren't 100 percent satis- 


fied with the quality of his body pack: 
complete refund 


е missing ог 


age, they will get 


and any items th: 
ordered will be supplied free. He 


bac 
also makes himself personally avail- 
able to customers who may have ques: 


heir projects. 
Anniversary 


tion 


about completing 

This particular 25th 
Countach-style kit was acquired by Pete 
Reechin, a pizza entrepreneur (do we smell a pattern 
here?), who had, in another venture, sent $15,000 to a kit 
company that went bankrupt. He clearly didn't want to 
get burned again. A friend of his had purchased an Exotic 
Illusions kit and was happy with the product, so Pete 
decided to give the kit car business another chance. 

Over a 14-month period he stripped an '88 Fiero and 
then added five-inches to the frame for the correct wheel- 
base (Exotic also offers a body package that fits directly 
on the standard-length Fiero. This version relocates the 
openings for the rear wheelwells а few inches forward, 
eliminating the side vents.). Since the top was chopped as 
well, Reechin welded in tubular steel reinforcements 


above the rocker panels and the back of the cockpit. After 
trimming the front and rear sections of the frame rails, a 
steel subframe had to be added to support the radiator 
and for mounting the fiberglass body panels. Exotic says 
mounting the body is easier because all the major parts 
come pre-hinged and fitted with gelcoated inner liners. 
For those kit builders who'd rather not handle a welding 
torch, Exotic Illusions offers various assembly packages 
from basic chassis mods to a complete turnkey car. With all 
the goodies installed, this particular vehicle hit the $50,000 
mark, but a less expensive approach is possible. A compo- 
nent package starts at $5,500 and additional packages are 
available for hardware ($1,500), lighting ($1,500), interior 
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What does Car & Driver Magazine say 
about Everett-Morrison 5 (C 7 obra 


А. REPLICA 


“... the logical way to do a better Cobra...” 


“..ме have an Everett-Morrison kit designed to accept the current Corvette suspension. 
Owner Larry Rea of Cedar Park, Texas, built it with his son, Lucas, in ten days." 
“Everett-Morrison offers a broader variety of chassis 

possibilities than any other kit-makor I've found.” 


“The suspension has the fast, 13:1 power steering and 
the after-1988 Corvette rear geometry.” 


“Braking was exceptionally good at 161 feet from 70 mph, 
and 1.049 was measured on the skidpad." 


+ Original Style Round Tube Frames 
+ Many Power Train Options 

* Factory Assembled Bodies 

< Four Suspension Choices 


"This car holds our record for fastest through the slalom- 
averaging 71.2 mph (the Nissan 3002Х Turbo did it at 59.6. 
mph, the old record);" Steering response, though, was 
quicker than lightning." 

"Everything about the caris skewed in the direction of 
steering quickness... its ight weight, its rear weight bas, 

its power steering, its short wheelbase, and its low-profle lires 
оп wide wheels. The combination makes а standard 
Corvette feel as lethargic as a Limousine.” 


*.. he Corvette suspension was more composed 


* Hand Cra i 
than any of the others. еа into 


* Careful Attention to Details 
* A Tradition of Quality and Value 


Car and Driver Magazine, December, 1991. * Ongoing C 
‘ommitment to Customers" 


Call Today To Receive A FREE Coj 
CAR & DRIVER'S TEST REPORI 


(813) 887-5885 
VERETT-MORRISON 


YES! I'm ready for 

the better and f lica! 
п es ‘send me tho. following: ee cones риз 
D 46 pago CIS Cobra" Replica Full Color Brochure #200 
RES ponent Assembly Packages Catalog” 33: 


Е “Advanced Assembled Paci pst, 
4 каде Catal 

MOTORCARS B a үт ‘Cobra Replica Turnkey Catalog” d 

age — Comprehensive Assembly Manual sem 


49186. 


($1,500), and glass ($650), or you can get a deluxe kit 
with all those items plus wheels, power miri 
exhaust tips, and weather strips for $14,200. 

Note that the lighting package consists of genuine. 
Lambo marker lights, and there's an option for an 
original curved windshield too. Although the stock 
Fiero interior can be left as is, Exotic recommends 
using its custom interior package because it adds to 
the resale value of the project. We're inclined to 
agree on that point because curious admirers will 
want to peer inside and we'd hate to see them recoil 
in disgust and exclaim, “Oh, it’s just a Fiero.” 

Exotic also points out that the custom interior 
(console, instrument pod, dash parts, door panels, 
and trim pieces) actually makes the car easier to 
drive due to the height of the instrument cluster. By 
the way, the cluster includes seven VDO gauges 
mounted and pre-wired to adapt to the donor's 
wiring harness. 

In addition to the frame mods, Reechin also 
pumped up engine output to more than 200 hors- 
es by bolting on a Miller-Woods turbo. Exotic is 
also working on an engine swap using an '82 
Toronado with a 454ci block. It requires a custom 
subframe that bolts on the firewall for easy 
removal. Other custom-fabricated components 
required are the oil pan, assorted brackets and 
motor mounts, and the exhaust system. We've 
seen all sorts of Fiero engine swaps over the 
years, and we're always interested to see what 
creative combos are possible. After all, this is an 
exotic recipe. KC 


rs, 


SOURCE 

Exotic Illusions 
Dept. KC 

R. 347 Main Street 
Dickson City, PA 18519 
717/383-1206 


EXOTIC RECIPE 


This stripped-down Fiero has 
been stretched. The tubular 
steel subframe and rein- 
forcements were added in 
preparation of dropping on 
the Countach body. 


Exotic Illusions’ latest project is a 98-inch wheelbase 
Fiero platform with an "82 Tornado engine and 
transaxle mounted on a special extended cradle that 


bolts to the firewall. Fabrication work is being han- 
Фед by Rick Doberton. The car will additionally fea- 
ture a custom frontend with Al Racing suspension 
components, Wilwood brakes, and coilover shocks. 
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RE-OWNED 


K еа lucky in that B i i 
"i er argain Hunting complete, running kit that needs little 


priced new kits on the n 
Виа now kits on the market more than a paint job and int 
g from Vased ie Be ror avers Па ` work. These can be farmed out later 
inished 


Blaze ($3,740) to th 
А е Tomahaw] 
аон Rha у when you have the money, and even an 
D etn Re E, Ша amateur сап do the prep work nece — ! 
Parts plus labor, many of us still ant ; IS PEN a, 
or i 
ыйык" PeMeokPuce эшн 
Ва unfinished kits out there, lurking at wan ee tones DO 
barns, and on used car lots, just swap meets, іп want. The most pe SA E Dr 
уои haven't bought a used {080 itching for a new home. If АП too frequently, Eis are bought he аа уошг ete 
Betting а good kit at a great peice, 970 зоте State- never sat in them, Some a Sate eel к-К 
7 the pedals are angled {о спи mcd wh the 
the pedals area gine. Decide whether 
Yn: pus biete am cant take the seller's word for 
that adjustable. Try it and se: 
steer eed а ача Еагаве full of appropriate spares, 
Jar today Fer Kits that use donor cars that aren't popu- 
that used про tanee, there were kits made in the 308 
Chevette party ole! Chevette running gear. These days, 
were neve mts аге getting thin on the ground, and there 
sr a У performance/apgrade parts available. 
low-cost ii pe Of Ht to avoid is the basic kit, These were 
ratch builders and racers that didn't 
Pave the doors, hood or trunk cut 
ut. There were no interior panels 
or Strengthening members. They 
fended to warp easily: The difficult” 
in forming door sills, hinges, and 
inner panels was the reason so 
many were nover completed. Tho 
938 aren't good that you'd got 
oan 
seeing to line up and work 


5 Do It! 

This dune bu, = н 

IBEY маз for sal "The best pri 

needed a fen Las for Sale ata swap meet, It VW-pascd у cn аго often found 0n 

Mur me aee НА Reeves ара 
1 dies made in 


708 and '80в that can be found at 
IAROLD PACE 


have? De sf 

arts wit eave friends who you could trade labor о 

En indegr Do you have a donor car for parts? What ab 

29 0800г space to work on it for extended periods of time? 
nying more of a project than eue 


If you're not ver 
ща ry mechanically 
inclined, you might want to buy a 
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Uletiemate (ul'etaemit) adj: most extreme: greatest 
quinstesesenstial (kwinetiesen’eshal) adj: being the purest or most characteristic. 


The E.R.A. 289 FIA/USRRC 


THE ULTIMATE REPLICA OF THE 2 - 
QUINTESSENTIAL COBRA... / 


Let us introduce you to E.R.A/s faithful reproduction of 
the chompionship-winning Cobra =: 


whose utter domination in 
road racing established 
the Cobra legend. It is 
the most accurate 
rendition of the original 
289 "Competition Cobra 
roadster.” In the tradition of 
the original, we at E.R.A. just 
do it better than the competition! 


For а comprehensive infopok and 
glossy photos, please send $10 to: 


Era Replica Automobiles 
FIA Information, Dept. A 


Also available from E.R. 


E.R.A. 4275C Соб са 
ERA СТ GT40 replica 608-612 East Main Street 
New Britain, CT 06051 U.S.A. 
860-224-0253 


Visit our website а! www. cobracountry.com/ERA.htm1 


Каны Токо GTAD, FIA AND USRRC ast MIGISTEREO TRADEMARKS, ERA. i IN NO WAY CONNECTED TO NOLEN 


Vintage Spyders 


42112 CENTRALIA ROAD, HAWAIIAN GARDENS, CA 90716 • (562) 865-6331 


FAX: (562) 402-4454 


COMPLETE 
INVENTORY PARTS 
FOR SPEEDSTERS 


SEND ‘5.00 
FOR INFORMATION 
AND BROCHURE 


Vintage Speedsters 


42112 CENTRALIA ROAD, HAWAIIAN GARDENS, СА 90716) 
(562) 402-4334 e FAX: (562) 402-4454 


PRE-OWNED 


bargain prices today. These include. 
the Fiberfab Avenger, Bradley СТ, 


and ugly tires, try to visu. 


alize 
with a set of mags or chre e it 


Seea опей steg) 
Бори wheels and shiny black rubber * 
ADRMeGn ue S DO custom wheels start at about М 
Pee LT the LU oie each, but swap meets and salva 
ough condition, they can be Бош EE 
finder $1,000, with average dri- m ко Це m m for half that 
vers going for $1,500-$4,500. Very tea and ms Mero: Eo pat. 
nice samples come up for sale for Kay for паке вше the fete 
under $6,000. All are simple enough okay ы Уоч саг. Wheels used gn 
{ог a first-time buyer to get a nasty f ра. Да : rhe es a may have th 
but complete example and bring it «clean Avenger was for sale at the "ong oí ar-drive cars, Be 

yl i This super-cl в: 

up to nice condition over time. 


Carlisle Import/Replicar show. Big shows are cae = е А ЯЕ 8 
treat places to find used money back. Tires also starte О 
it $50 each at discount stores, but some custom 
wheel and tire stores sell pull-offs that have been traded 
in on fancy rims and ultra-wide rubber. Sometimes these 
have low mileage on them and can be bought for half the 
value of new or even less. Try to get them to throw in 
mounting and balanci 

Surprisingly, many kit cars that come up for sale at 
ЖР meets haven't been washed. We've seen cars covered 
with tree sap and mud, and engine со 


mpartments with a 
thick film of dirty black oil. This hurts the value of the car 


and is a clue that the engine needs 
seals and/or gaskets. If you buy a 
greasy one, put it on an open-bottom 
trailer and take it to the strongest 
car wash in town. Invest about $5 in 
Soap and degreaser and you'll fel 
much better while working on it. 
‘The trailer will let you get under it 
without crawling on the wet con- 
crete, and gets you home if the 
electrics are wat е овде. 

For really nasty projects, you can 
have a detail shop steam-ciean the 
chassis. However, steam can 
remove cracked and brittle cover- 
ings on old wires, resulting in 
Shorts and fires, If the harness is 
ragged, plan on a rewire 


No-Nos 


Few kit coupes had decent venti- 
lation (particularly with gullwing 
doors) and may require an add-on air conditioner to 
make them bearable in southern climes, 


Easy Fixes 


There are lots of things that bring down the curb 
appeal and value of a kit car. Some are comparatively 
cheap and easy to fix. The first and most obvious is the 
Paint job. Many older kits have been badly painted or 
maintained; a faded finish combined with peeling and 
cracking can drop the price. Also, in the '70s there were 
many groovy colors that are not so 
well loved today. Mustard yellow, 
burnt orange, lime green and grape 
are a few that come to mind, Also, 
many kits were ordered in metal- 
flake gelcoat, and that is defnitely 
out by today’s standards, 

If you're on a budget and have 

ought an inexpensive kit саг, don't 
bother with a killer paint job unless 
you can do a trade-out for it, The 
Dest deal is to strip off all the trim 
yourself and mask off anything that 
can't be removed. Sand the body to 
а smooth surface (buy a book on 
bodywork or try the 


library) and à 
any minor bodywork yourself 90 


Sanding isn’t difficult, but it’s na 
W-cost paint s} 


The Amante GT was a no., 
3 show is a good time 


у zelle may seem impres- 
sive, but cooling, drivetrain reliabili- 
0; and weight balance are likely to 

е major problems. Other potential- 
ly expensive areas to check are the 
transmission, fuel tank, suspension 

uushings, and engine. 

ally, be sure any kit you buy 

has a valid state title, You will be 
Surprised how many unfinished kits 
don't If its missing, have the state 
= ТЫ а check on the chassis number 
jhe Bradley interior needs TLG Dit the stor. Ten agate i Stolen or have a 
carpet sn ane апу major item e etr due gta rec о плет 


panels, dashboay 

replace all the weat 

new rubber. Most oj 

cially gullwings, leak like a 
lard rain. 

One of the fastest ways to 
update an older kit is with new 
rolling gear. When looking over a 
Plain-Jane kit with cheap wheels 
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» espe- 
sieve in 


rs, 


inish Line, Inc./ 
oto-Lita U.S.A. 


SHOP 


Emblems 
| Bumpers 
Wind Wings 
Instruments 

Latches 
Switches 
Pedals 
Tonneau Tops 
Gas Caps 

Fans 
Shifters 


Steering Wheels 

Lights e 
Windshields 
Sun visors 
Mirrors 
Louvers 
Seat Belts 
Roll Bars 
Seats 
Wipers 

Oil Coolers 


x iramar * Florida 33029 • US. 
.W. 173rd Terrace • Miramar 3 
Phon: " 954/436-9101 - Fax 954/463-9102 


П ishlinc.himt il: cxalibrandiéworldneta ner 
hupynvww.cobraco 


Enzo Alibrandi - Open 7 Days 


Vette-Rod 


The Component Car. The Affordable Dream! 
56 thru 60 body styles 


s, Trunk, 
Bodies rem $6,995. Hood, Doo 
Convertible Top Lid, Al Latches Insolled. 


jes, Interior, Convertible 
c Brakes, Space Frame Technology, Gauges, 

es Pinion Steering. Disc Brakes, Spa 

ld Kit hot includes Rack & 


power plont 
Transmission, wheels ond paint, you choose your own power p 


Financing Available! 
аве of o Vette Rod kit. Mail to: Vette Ro: 
"Phone 504-8. Foxt 


lurnkey $24.5 


VERSATILE 
BENCHES 
These 
Adamstand 
work bench- 
es are made 
to be inter- 
changeable. 
Each bench 
accommo- 
dates many 
fixtures hav- 
ing different 
functions. 
The fixture's 
arms slide 
into Не 
benclis 
receptacles. 
Models with 
casters and 
models made 
to be bolted 
to the floor 
are available. 
Information: 
Adamstand, 
Dept. KC, 
5640 Sage 
Lake Dr. Ste. 
3A, Mishawaka, IN 46545, 800/498-2663. 


TOOL TIME 


A Sampling of New Devices Designed to Make Our 
Projects Easier and More Enjoyable 


By Robert Eckhardt 


001 manufacturers strive to develop new tools that make working on cars easier, faster. 
and safer. The following tools are some of the best new ideas we've seen that should hel 
you work on your car more efficiently. j 


A BIT SHARPER 

A professional drill bit 
sharpener that sharpens 
bits from 352 to 34 inch is a 
welcome addition to any 
busy garage. Equipped with 
а diamond wheel, this 
sharpener can handle HSS, 
cobalt, and carbide bits as 
well as parabolic and 
masonry drills. It will grind 
а 118- or 135-degree point | 
on the tip of the drill bit. FAN 

You also have the abiit to GLEAMING WHEELS j 

split the points of the bit. It К сап bea problem to keep aluminum and magnesium 
works just like an electric wheels and parts shiny and bright. The Max Polishing 
ie we se H Systems kit has everything you need to get the job done. It 
Information: ТОМ. includes a bottle of Maxi-Clean I for deep cleaning and 


i it illiance, and Maxi-Shine Il 
| The tool is made of steel and th Company, Dept. KC, P.O. restoring metal to its original bri 
| E 1 , та 
dle has a contoured grip for prea Box 663, Talent, OR polishes to a lustrous shine and protects the metal. И 


eae fo = includes polishing pads that can be used with electric drills 
Enginarormation: Competition 8/540, 54182 6383 or die grinders, Information: Max Polishing Systems, Dept. 


SHOCK ADJUSTER 

Coilover shock adjusting rings can be 
difficult to move. The days of beating 
on the ring with a hammer or screw- 
driver are over. This new tool has an 
adjustable outer finger that can work 
оп rings up to 3% inches in diameter. 


BRAKE SYSTEM TOOLS 
| The patented Reverse Fluid Injection system from: 
Phoenix Systems injects fluid at the slave cylinder. 
This forces air in the system out through the master 

cylinder. It can also generate a pulsing action to 
overcome the surface tension of any trapped air in 

| the fluid. The system works by injecting brake fluid 

| or hydraulic fluid into the brake and clutch lines. How 
do you know when your brake fluid needs changing? 

If the temperature is below 330 degrees Е, you need 


Engineering, Dept. E 5 е s 
Guilford, cr 06457, 20a EODD" TRANNY LIFT KC, PO Box 4756, Hayward, CA 94544, 510/727-9100. to change the fluid. How do you determine елена 
jt i-lif 
| GLEAN HANDS transect jack le Tester from 
проза mounted the top of the econ- Phoenix 
fa omy line. It has a = Systems. Hook 
J| Кот California Car head assembly that реа the Tester to a. 
alles torvenanty can be adjusted in : х 12-volt battery, 
она for one- four directions. This i place a small 
handed access to Catena - amount of fluid 
towels for wiping makes for easy i amore EE. 
II CORE | fe tear 
are cing owl transmission. has | probe. The 
tually lint free. The four full-swivel cast- 
ера holds a tati allow Са | 
roll of 2 jack to be movet 
that во ts any surface. The | 
1215: Jack has a height | 
Information: adjustment of 4810 | 
California Car 72 inches. informa- 
Cover Company, tion: Lincoln, A 
Dept KC, 9525 De Pentair Company, 
we, ері. KC443184, 
Chatsworth, СА са Lincoln Мау, 
91311, 800423. St. Louis, MO. i 
63120, 314/67% | 
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Eastwood introduces its smaller, inexpensive Bench Top. 
Blast Cabinet. It's the right size for removing paint and rust 
from metal parts and hardware. It measures 28Wx24Hx20D 
and is designed to fit on a standard work bench. There's 
more than 5.5 cubic feet of blastin 
enough to handle cylinder heads or 


ig space. That's large 
га 16-inch wheel. 


EASTWOOD SPECIAL TOOLS 


The Hawkeye Borescope is а hand-held unit that can see 
inside closed components to allow you to inspect the insides 
of engines, cylinder heads, and gearboxes without disassem- 
bling them. It has a 7-inch stainless steel probe that can pass 
through a 0.166-inch opening. There's а 40-degree field of 

w with 12.5X magnification. The borescope has a builtin 
ight that's powered by two AA batteries, 


Don't throw away that old 
scratched and hazy windshield. 
Restore the windshield's clarity 
with Eastwood's Pro Glass 
Polishing Kit. This kit is perfect 
for the enthusiast who wants to 
use an original windscreen 
that's seen years of abuse. The 
kit includes a special buffing 

ЁЎ wheel, a %-inch electric drill 
adapter, and one pound of glass 

ШЕ polishing compound. 


Baldor buffin 


Е motors are diffe 


rent from bi 


POWERHOUSE PRODUCTS 


The Float | 
Adjuster 

Too! from 
Powerhouse 
Products 
simplifies 
adjusting 
the float 
level on 
Holley саг- 
buretors. 
The tool 
incorpo- 
rates a 498- 
inch socket 


ЕЕ ше... 
Harmonic balancers should not Бе 
installed with a hammer. The Universal 
Harmonic Balancer Installation Kit uses 
a heavy-duty thrust bearing to squeeze 
the damper onto the crankshaft. The kit 
features eight interchangeable adapters 
ranging in size from Ив. to %inch and 
12mm to 16mm. 


and a screwdriver blade in one CNC 
billet aluminum unit. The unique 
design also shields fuel from spraying 
‘on hot engine components. 


Accurate measurement of 
clearances inside the engine is 
critical for long engine life. The 
Dial Bore Gauge was designed 
with this purpose in mind. It 
can read precisely to 0.001 
inch. The long handle makes 
reaching the center main bear- 
ing bore easy. The gauge has 
the capacity to read bores 
from 2 to 8 inches. It comes 
complete in its own case with 
extra anvils and extensions. 


How can you tell if your valve springs 
are losing some of their spring rate? 
One way is with the Powerhouse Product 
Digital Electronic Spring Tester. It will 
rate the seat 
pressure up to 
500 pounds 
and is accu- 
rate to within 
0.1 pound. 
You don't need 
to pull the 
valve springs 
off to use this 
tester. Just 
attach it to the 
rocker arm or 
shaft and pull 
back the han- 
dle on the 
tester. 


When you rebuild an 
engine, #5 important 
to keep the lifters 
clean and in 
sequence. The Lifter 
OrganizerProtector 
Вох can hold 16 fiat 
tappet or hydraulic 


lifters, or 16 roller lifters if the link bars are remov- 
able. The molded plastic box has a lid that fits on one 
way only so everything stays in place. Information: 
Powerhouse Products, Dept. KC, 3402 Democrat Rd., 
Memphis, TN 38118, 80872-7223. 


The new Craftsman 
Tool Vac helps to 
reduce dust par 
cles when sanding, 
grinding or drilling. 
it uses a two-stage 
filter to capture 
very fine dust parti- 
cles. The 11400 
hose attaches into 
most tool dust. 
removal ports. The 
sander's power 
cord can Бе 
attached to the 
Tool Vac so that the 
vacuum automati- 
cally comes on 
when the sander is 
turned on. 


Cordless %-drive drills are getting 
more powerful. The Craftsman 12-volt 
drill utilizes Neodymium magnets to 
generate more torque and extend the 
running time. It has dual gear ranges: 
O to 350 for high torque and 1 to 1100 
for fast drilling. The T-Handle design 
offers better balance, The 9.6-volt 
cordless drill is also available. Both 
drills are reversible and come with a 
one-hour LED indicator charger, two 
battery packs, and a carrying case. 
Available at Sears hardware stores. 


The new Craftsman Multi- 
Function Drill Press with 
Power Oscillation is two tools 
in one. The drill press does 
normal, precise drilling while 
the oscillating spindle sander 
will sand, grind, or polish. 
The drill press features five 
speeds for drilling. The oscil- 
lating sander has five differ- 
ent stroke-per-minute set- 
tings. 


sockets 

in the 

Craftsman Socket-Loc'R system. The 
sockets are held in place by a post. 


that expands when the locking mecha- 
nism is engaged. When the locking 
mechanism is released the sockets 
are freely removed. Each plastic 
sleeve holds 15 sockets. кс 
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Finding Insurance for Your 


WEL, MY, MY МХ. 
ҢАР THe PHONE! 


lets Wer see 
WHAT These 
LITTLE FIGuRES 
TELLUS... 


Kit Car 


Doesn’t Have to Be a Hassle 
By the Kit Car Editors 


‘ore and more states require 
vehicle owners to have 
‘insurance and carry proof of 


with them at all times, Today, 
being insured is just plain smart 
considering the litigiousness of the 
‘society we live in, not to mention the 
cost of repairs even if the damage is 
only a parking-lot ding. 

In the past, insuring a specialty 
car was a difficult proposition, Few, 
if any, traditional insurance compa. 
nies knew what kit cars were about. 
and, as a consequence, declined cov- 
erage as a matter of course. The 
insurers justified their position by 
pointing out that there were no 
available statistics on collision, theft, 
and safety on which to base their 
rates, They chose to ignore kit car 
owners since they comprise only a 

small segment of the driving public. 


Fortunately, the Scenario is 
ally changing. There are НАИ 
mate, car-savvy insurance companies 
that understand the Special nature 
of component cars and their use and 
will write policies to cover the fin- 
ished projects. We recently learned 
of some companies, AAA is an exam- 
ple, that will insure а kit car if the 7 
company can also handle your home. 
owner's policy. Thats well worth ^ 
checking into. At the end of this arti 
m t Several companies Happy? 

write or ur ii il 
жуы inderwrite kit car coves. 

‘overage options i 

the gamut and include ао таа 
from liability, fire and theft, IM 
damage, comprehensive, medical, > 
and collision. In short, the same 2 
rage available for daily-driver vols. 
cles. In addition to the usual cover 


age, specialty-car insurance compa 
nies offer other advantages. The 
most attractive aspect of specialty 
car insurance is the ability to cus. 
tomize and tailor an insurance plan 
to fit individual needs. 

Condon & Skelly, for example, spe. 
cializes in a customized coverage 
called agreed-value coverage. 
Agreed-value coverage guarantees 
that in the event of a total loss the 
car owner will receive the full value 
insured with no deduction for depre- 
ciation, Other interesting custom 
coverages are lower winter storage 
rates, mileage options with the usual 
public liability, uninsured motorist, 
no-fault (in states where required), 
and physical damage. Fire, the 
and vandalism coverage is usually 
included with all policie 

Another option for specialty cars is 
a special collision plan that covers 
parts and not labor. The reasoning is 
that since the owner built the car, he 
or she can also repair it, using parts 
covered by insurance. Such a poli 
carries a lower-priced premium 
Custom policies can be written to 
include unusual coverage on the 
vehicle. For instance, if a car has a 
$5,000 show-quality paint job, spe- 
cial coverage can be written to pro- 
tect that valuable asset. 

In the event that a claim for insur- 
ance is filed and the condition of the 
car has to be proved, it's an excellent 
idea to keep detailed photographs 
and/or videotape that show all the 
details, special gear, and condition of 
the beloved kit car. 

То most folks, insurance is one of 
those niggling aspects of daily life 
they'd prefer not to deal with. In 
today’s world, it is, however, a very 
wise thing to have. Take comfort 
that the process of finding adequate 
insurance no longer requires 
explaining over and over again to 
someone completely clueless and not 


terribly interested, just what a kit 
car is, 


ane! Search 
е list a few insurance companies 
bla! е Maret started B5) zs rec- 
ind Hemmi а 
Source forothers. оо" News a8 
Specialty insurance companies and 
underwriters are good possibilities 
because they understand what a 
{pmebuilt car is all about. Most of 
there Companies take into account 
пара of the vehicle (either deter- 
пред Бу ап appraisal or a value 
81664 to by the owner and the _ 
arance company), the miles dri- 
Ven each year, driving record, and 
Place of residence. Its not uncom- 
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mon for companies to impose limita- 
tions on mileage and the kit car's 

use as a daily driver. Limited 

mileage plans can typically range 
from 2,500 to 7,500 miles per year, 
but custom options can tailor that 
aspect to the insured's needs. Often 
there are restrictions requiring that. 
drivers be 25 years old or older to 
keep the rates low. 

Those companies also tend to be 
more understanding when it comes 
time to make a claim. The specialists 
recognize the uniqueness of your car 
and realize that some of the compo 
nents are out of the mainstream and 
may require special circumstances to 
repair. 

It's a good idea to check with your 
regular insurance companies, 
agents, brokers, or underwriters to 
see if they ve begun to cover kit cars. 
Many of the big companies are now 
beginning to realize the potential 
profit in insuring specialty cars. 
These companies may still be leery 
about unknown (read high-risk) fac- 
tors connected with specialty cars, so 
their policies may contain more ele- 
ments than policies issued by spe- 
cialist companies. 

When setting rates, mainstream 
insurance companies consider not. 
only the value of the vehicle, the dri- 
ving record, and the miles on the 
odometer, but also the car's physical 
attributes. For example, a higher 
premium will be charged for a con- 
vertible or a two-door than for a 
sedan. We've even heard of some 
insurance carriers using class rat- 
ings based on engine size (not horse- 

power) and body style. It's not. 
uncommon to pay а higher premium 
with a 300hp modified 2.6L V-6 than 
for a car powered by a 200hp 
V-8. As we've said, they just don't 


SIDEBAR 


‘Answer The Questions 

Ве embarking on the insurance ques wa sugges a you fce somo 
time to review the following questions. They address the information that 

brokers, insurance agents, and underwriters will likely ask in preparing an insur- 

‘ance quote. Having the information handy can expedite те process. 

What's И worth? To determine the value of your finished kit car, at least os 
it applies to getting insurance, you'll need fo have it appraised by a recog- 
nized vehicle appraiser in your area, Such specialists соп be found In the 
Yellow Pages, at specialty cor dealerships, and through the car's manufactur- 
er. An appraisal is of the current market value and doesn't Include your con- 
struction costs. You may also need the appraisal when you register the car 
since some states tie the value of the car to the fee structure. 

How much are you going to drive? Some Insurance companies insist on a 
limited-mileage policy while others will offer more flexibility. This is one factor 
that can greatly lower, or elevate the premium cost. Be realistic when deter- 
mining how much your car will be driven. It’s not uncommon to put only 1.000 
miles on the odometer in a year. 

How's that driving record? It's important to know (not guess) your driving 
infractions over the recent post. Insurance companies usually verify your 
record when you apply for a policy. If your information and that from the 
DMV differ, you are in jeopardy of loosing the policy or seeing your insurance 
premium jump 20-30% 

What kind of car is И? Knowing how to present your specially car to the. 
insurance company wil help immensely in getting the proper coverage. Does 
It employ а Mustang donor car and is registered as a Mustang since the plat- 
form and drivetrain remained intact? Is it a Него rebody and registered as a 
Fiero? Is It registered as a home-built car, kit car, or street rod? Each state's 
registration requirements are different. What can be registered os a ‘56 
Porsche Speedster in Oklahoma, has fo be registered os a kit in Colorado. It's 
а good idea to register the vehicle before you hit the telephone to look for 
insurance coverage. 
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Condon & Skelly 

Dept. KC 

121 E. Kings Hwy. Ste. 203 
Mapleshade, NJ 08502 


understand. 
Kit car clubs are another excel- 
lent source of insurance information 
since the members are frequently 
on the hunt for a better deal. Often 


а company will offer special cover- 800/257-9496 
age policies to clubs as а volume- 

membership discount. Chancesare Неасоск Insurance Group 
someone in a club has unstuck the Dept. KC 


222 E. Lemon, Ste. 101 
Lakeland, FL 33801 
800/678-5173 


Metro Agency 
Dept. KC 

32646 Five Mile Rd. 
Livonia, MI 48154 
313/522-3900 


Parish Insurance Co. 
Dept. КС 

PO. Box 158598 
Nashville, TN 37215 
800/274-1804 


‘Sneed, Robinson, Gerber, Inc. 
Dept. KC 

6645 Stage Rd. 

Memphis, ТМ 38184 
901/372-4580 


TriState Insurance Co. 
Dept. KC 

1 Roundwind Rd. 
Luverne, MN 56156. 
800/533-0303 


red tape, found a great insurance 
deal, and is willing to share the 
information. KC 
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AVING 


t-Buying Tips 


Some Ideas, Proven Methods, 
and How to Get a Good Deal 


By Corey Виа! 


aving money on a kit car pro- 

ject is important. Here are 

‘some tips on how to pick the 
right kit and how you can keep a few 
dollars in your pocket while building 
your dream car. 


Т. Everyone has their own idea 
about budget, quality, service, 
authenticity, and installation expec- 
tations. The right kit for your neigh- 
bor might not be the right kit for 
you. Every kit and each manufactur- 
er is different; each has its advan- 
tages and disadvantages. Be honest 
with yourself when you decide how 
you're truly going to use your car. 
Too many people fall in love with 
their dream ear and forget to consid- 
er the practicalities. For example, if 
you plan to drive the car daily, or use 
it to meke grocery runs, then forget. 
about a Countach replica. It takes 
about а minute and a half just to get. 
in and out of the tunnel called the 
driver's seat and there's no room for 

groceries, 


ae Dov m the authenticity of the 
р iggest concern. When 
buying a replicar, many people are 
too focused on getting the kit that’s 
closest to the real McCoy. There are 
many more important considerations 
to be taken into account when pur- 
chasing a kit, such as the quality of 
the kit and customer service. You'll 


find that many kits ean be easily 
altered to make them more authentic 
looking. It doesn’t matter if the kit is 
a perfect replica if you have poor 
quality fiberglass or an inaccessible 
manufacturer. The time wasted and 
the aggravation will be immeasur- 
able. Besides, how many car experts 
out there can distinguish a good repli- 
са from an original, unless the two 
specimens are sitting side by side. 


3. Don't be swayed by fancy, color 
brochures. Beautiful brochures don’t 
guarantee that the company - 
utable, We've even zeen ортара 
of real cars standing in for replicas 
in company literature, Many small 
kit car manufacturers may not have 
the marketing savvy of bigger com. 


panies, but that doesn’t mean the 
quality is less. 


4. Don't fall for the myth about 
hand-laid fiberglass. The chopper. 
gun and hand-laying methods of 
molding fiberglass are equally 
strong. Most manufacturers use 
hand-laid because the company's 
operation isn't big enough to support 
using a chopper gun. Also, chopper 
gun is a bit more technical and 
requires consistent, continued use 
for the operator to maintain his skill 
level. The key to the quality of the 
fiberglass is the person laying it, 


5. Double the recommended com- 
pletion time if you're a first-time 
builder. This is especially true if you 
like everything “just right,” 
Estimates of average building time 
are usually overly optimistic and 
more appropriate to the time it 
would take a professional to assem- 
ble the kit. Professionals build cars 
every day and know how to do it 
fast. Having an air compressor, 
Power tools, and the proper work 


Space also help to decrease comple- 
tion time, 


6. Ask the manufacturer every 
Question you can think of. Write 
down all your questions ahead of 
time. Be straightforward about dif- 
ferences between the company's 
Product and specific competitors. 
And make sure you do the same with 
the competitors; hear all sides of the 


hese tips are by no means the 

‘only ways to save money on 
your kit car project. Author Corey 
Rudi has owned two kit car com- 
panies and shares his experiences 
in his book, Secrets of Buying and 
Building your Specialty Car on а 
Small Budget, a guide to building 
a top-notch kit car for the lowest 
price possible. If also covers such. 
Useful topics os, what to look for 
when buying, and saving 20-40 
percent on all your parts. Kit Car 
readers get a discounted price of 
$19.95 (plus $3.00 shipping and 
handling) by mentioning this arti- 
cle when ordering. Contact: 
Money Savers Group. Dept. KC. 
1123 Fir Ave... Blaine, WA 98230, 
800/2551914. 


story. The more questions you ask, 
the more informed you'll be and the 
smarter a buyer. 


7. Obtain the manufacturer's 
assembly manual. You have to know 
what goes on in the car before you 
can choose the best kit for your 
skills, driving habits, preferences, 
and budget. With the manual, you 
rn such things as: Are the 
s hung on the metal frame or 
berglass? Are there reinforce- 
'einforcements) 
for the wheelwells? How crash-wor- 
thy is the bumper design? 

And most importantly, you want to 
get the manual because your ability 
to understand the manual can serve 
as a predictor of your ability to con- 
struct the kit. 


8. The key to getting your kit for 
a great price is to make it clear that 
you are ready to buy now. Too often 
the manufacturer spends hours with 
а customer, and the customer 
promises to send a deposit check but 
the check never arrives. There are a 
lot of tire kickers and brochure col- 
lectors in this industry, so to engen- 
der confidence in the salesperson 
and improve your chances for a good 
bargain, make it clear that you're an 
earnest buyer. 


9. тє at all possible, you should 
always travel to see the manufactur- 
ers, If travel is absolutely unfeasible, 
then you should inspect the vehicle at 
а car show or dealership. The draw- 


back to the latter 
options is that the car 
you inspect in the 
showroom or at the 

car show was probably 
pro-built. The cost of 
airfare is a small part 
of your investment in 
building a car. Going 
to the manufacturer 15 
an opportunity to view 
the parts, see how 
things are constructed, 
check out the care involved and the 
size of the organization, and in gener- 
al, get a feel for the product you're 
considering. 


10. A definite bane of the kit car 
industry is back ordered parts. Many 
manufacturers rely on suppliers for 
hardware, grilles, lights, and other 
parts, Manufacturers become 
hostage to suppliers when parts are 
backordered for a long time. To 
ensure that you get all your parts 
when you first order them, visit the 
manufacturer (as recommended 
above) and watch as your crate is 
packed with all your parts before it 
ships. It may cost you a little more, 
but look at it as an insurance policy. 
Other ways to avoid this problem is 
by using escrow accounts and letters 
of credit from the bank. 


11. Refuse delivery if necessary. 
Many people are shipped unsatisfac- 
tory parts or parts are missing from 
the crate, but they still accept the 
shipment. Make it very clear to the 
manufacturer that you expect every 
part to be in the crate and in satis- 
factory condition (except for damage 
occurring during shipping; the ship- 
ping company is responsible for its 
damages), and you will refuse deliv- 
ery if every piece isn't right and 
accounted for. 


12. Protect yourself by getting 
everything in writing (especially price, 
warranties, and guarantees). Ifyou 
have any special terms pertaining to 
delivery price, assistance, special 
parts, or delivery time, make sure 
they're in writing. 


13. 1t yox don't have the money 


You can save big bucks by buying a used or incomplete 
саг. There are many used and unfinished kit cars for sale 
and for prices well below what the owners paid for them. 


to purchase all the kit components 
at once, consider buying in stages. 
That way, you disperse the cost over 
time. You could initially purchase 
the chassis and related parts for 
assembly. When you're close to com- 
pleting that stage you could pur- 
chase the parts necessary to the next 
stage, and so on. 


14. Ве careful when you buy the 
donor car. In view of the total invest- 
ment you'll make in a kit car, the 
difference between what you pay for 
a low-priced donor car and a high- 
priced donor car will seem negligible. 
You'll save lots of time and money by 
purchasing a vehicle that is solid 
and reliable. Don't be too quick to 
judge by price alone, Evaluate the 
condition of parts that you won't be 
using. You might be able to sell those 
parts. It’s a great way to recoup 
some of your initial cost. 


15. Stick with a rebody. The саг 
is not only a breeze to register, but 
equally easy to insure. For example, 
if you have a Fiero геройу, it’s insur- 
able as a Fiero but at a higher 
appraised value (like a show car). 
Your rates will increase slightly over 
your stock Fiero but not as much as 
if you were to insure it as a kit car 
or a hand-built car. 


BONUS BUYING TIP: You can 
save big bucks by buying a used or 
incomplete kit car. There are many 
used and unfinished kit cars for sale 
if you know where to look (see "Pre- 
Owned” in this issue). Just make 
sure you don't inherit someone else's 
problems. We've seen bodies that. 
originally sold for $8,000, sell for 
$2,500 or less, used. KC 
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Shock absorbers come in many different types, sizes, and styles. There are 
mono-tube, twin-tube, steel-body, and aluminum-body units. There are endless 


po: 
your needs. 


the compression and the rebound 
energy in the spring and converts 
that energy into heat which dissi- 
pates into the air surrounding the 
Shock absorber. That's уа more 
apt name for the shock absorber 
would be spring damper. 

A shock uses hydraulic pressure to 
damp the oscillation of the spring in a 
controlled, timely manner. The shock 
resists the springs movements by 
forcing oil through a series of valves, 
orifices, and blow-off plates in the pis- 
ton and the shock body. How much 
and at what velocity the oil passes 
through the piston and valves deter- 
mines the damping characteristics of 
the shock 

When a car leans into a turn, 
weight transfers from the inside to 
the outside of the vehicle. The саге 
springs control the amount of weight 
transfer in a turn while a shock 
absorber controls the speed at which 
that weight is transferred. It also 
keeps the tire on the road. A shock 
must control the springs movements 
over various speeds of piston travel. 
When a shock company talks about 
low speed and high speed control, 
they're talking about piston velocity, 
not the speed of the vehicle. The 
shock has to control low-speed piston 
movement over small bumps in the 
Toad and when the car is making a 
turn. It must also maintain high- 
Speed control of the tire ав it goes 
through holes and over bumps at 
high speeds. The damping force of the 
shock at different velocities deter- 
mines how quickly or slowly the 
weight will transfer. It will also deter- 
mine how fast the wheel will return. 
to the road surface. This timing is one 


ies but only one is right for you. The trick is finding which one meets 


step in tuning a car's suspension. 
Зовп Dullums of Bilstein pointed 
out, "If your vehicle is tuned correctly, 
you can have the best of both ride 
Quality and performance. That's the 
primary objective. It's tough to pick 
the best shock for kit cars. There's no 
set equation that says a given vehicle 


weight and a certain spring rate 
equals the shock you need. There are 
no computer models. You can get into 
the ballpark that way, but you need 
to tune. Ride is so subjective. One 
person says this is a great ride, the 
next guy says it is way too stiff. It's 
hard for the manufacturer to pick the 
correct shock right off the bat. With 
past experience, we know the cus- 
tomer's primary concern is more con- 
trol. We start there. If the customer 
isn't happy, we can work with him on 
custom valving.” 
Fit 

‘There are a couple of reasons why 
precise kit car shock recommenda- 
tions are difficult for the manufactur- 
er. First, the suspension geometry is 
either custom to the kit car builder, 
or the donor car's suspension has 
been modified. Second, if the stock 
suspension is maintained, the overall 
weight of the vehicle has changed sig- 
nificantly. Most off-the-shelf shocks 
are based on known production car 
weights and OE shock lengths. The 
first imperative to picking the right. 
shock is to get the proper length. The 
shock manufacturer will need two 
measurements: the length of the 
shock at ride height and full droop 
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this Viking Blue Unique 289НА feo 
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SHOCKING DEVELOPMENTS 


measurement. With the shock 
removed, measure the distance 
between the top and bottom mount- 
ing points with the suspension at full 
droop. To do this, jack up the chassis 
until the wheel lifts off the ground. 
That is full droop. 

Rick Doetsch of Doetsch Tech 
explained why the full droop dimen- 
sion is critical. “As long as you have 
that, you will get full travel out of the 
car. From full droop, we get the mea- 
surement for the extended length of 
the shock. It will determine how 
much travel the shock has. If there 
are 6 inches of overall travel, there 
will be 2 inches of droop and 4 inches 
of compression at ride height. The 
rule of thumb: 60 percent of a shock’s 
travel is compression and 40 percent 
is droop or extension. That would be 
ideal for the street.” 


Valving 

Today, everyone builds more 
rebound into their shocks than com- 
pression damping. Koni's Lee Grimes 
explained why it's more important to 
control the spring's compressed ener- 
Ey as it rebounds. “Rebound controls 
the sprung weight of the car. It needs 
to be tuned because the spring 
weight is what rides on top of the 
Spring. So rebound controls the 
spring. Compression damping con- 
trols the unsprung weight. 
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The first thing to do is get a shock that 
fits the car. Measure the shock length 


because the shock is softer at low pis- 
ton speeds. A digressive shock offers a 
harsher ride because it's stiffer at 
slower speeds. The advantage to a 
digressive-valved shock is vehicle con- 
trol. It offers more stability because it 
takes all the sway out of the car. It 
will also enhance cornering ability. 
Linear valving is predictable. It. 
tarts out soft and gradually gets. 
ег as piston speed increases. The 
ride quality and car control will be 
average. 
When you hit a bump in the road, 
the tire wants to bounce up quickly. А 


digressive-valved shock would imme- 
diately slow down the wheel's travel. 
‘This would transfer the bump to the 
occupants of the car, resulting in a 
harsh ride. Conversely, a progressive- 
valved shock would allow more wheel 
travel, absorbing some of the shock 
for a more comfortable ride. 


Mono vs. Twin Tube 

There are three types of shock 
absorbers: mono-tube high-pressure 
gas, twin-tube low-pressure gas, and 
straight hydraulic twin-tube. Each 
has advantages and disadvantages. 


PS Engineering Vintage Wheels n 


Bolt on GT-40 


| Flexibility and serious understanding of how your wheels should look 
| and fit is our business! PS Engineering wheels fit your Cobra replica | 
with proper historical distinction in bolt on or knock off. The GT-40 is | 
rich in shape and targets а bolt on style in 15x7.5 & 9.5 std sizes. | 
For knock off the S/C family is available in 15" & 17" with many 
widths and backspace placements. Call us for a catalogue or 
knowledgeable help with your replica Cobra or street rod project at , 
310-534-4477, fax 310-534-4977, PS Engineering, 2675 Skypark dr., | 
#102, Torrance, Ca., 90505. Made entirely in the USA. А 


15 or 17" SIC type 


at ride height. Then remove the shock 
and measure its mounting points when 
the suspension is at full droop. 


ide а tube. As the piston compresses, oil / 


Compression damping influenc The twin-tube on the | 

: esthe 1 left has a tube ins 
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Уоч сап hit а bump and instead ofthe when rocks proper оп chambers to control ой cavitation pet her ar disc. 
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Кієѕ апа Turnkey Starting 


“When it comes to a car that’s going 
to see some severe duty, like 
autocross or solo running, you have to | Е 
raise the compression quite a bit. You 
have to put some damping in there to 
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wheel being able to go up into the 
Yayan зве | | nderwell, the whole car goes up in 
Roadster | | the air instead. Your ride-harshness 


A 
Ryan 718 
‘Spyder 


at $3995.00 


goes up considerably as you increase 
your compression damping. You want 
enough compression damping so ће 
car is firm and controllable, but not 


control the spring. You are not wor- 
ried about ride quality any longer. 
The rebound valving will stay similar 
between the two types of shocks. The 
compression would have to be raised 


OWN THIS COMPLETE FIBERGLASS BODY FOR ONLY 3149520! 
(Plus Body is over 90% eem) ri SUN RAy GT 


(Bradley GT Replica) 


50 much that it comes off the ground 
when you hit bumps." e 


Performance vs, Comfort 

Pro Shock’s Walter Stanley expand- 
ed on the valving theory, “Depending 
оп the application, most kit cars are 
designed for street use, not any com- 
Petition. We would use a fairly soft 
compression with a very high 


to control the high speed piston trav- 
d^ 


Types of Valving 
‘There are three types of valving: 
progressive, linear, and digressive. 
Progressive shocks start out soft and 
| quickly get stiffer as the shaft speed 


* Fully reinforced body 


* Up to 50 M.PG. with stock engine 
+ 0-50 M.PH. in as fast as 4 seconds with modified engine 
* No welding, fiberglassing or special tools needed 
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SHOCKING DEVELOPMENTS. 


Its impossible to say that one design 
is the best in all applications. A prop- 
erly-valved mono-tube shock will 
work as well as а properly-valved 
twin-tube shock. Shock manufactur- 
ers may not agree with that state- 
ment since each believes their design 
is the best. The truth of the matter is 
that the spring doesn't know what 
style shock is controlling it. 


Coilover 

Another area of personal preference 
is the use of coilover shocks. The 
major advantage to coilovers is the 
ability to easily change the саг ride 
height. With larger БИ лен springs, 
You must use spacers or buy different 
size springs to vary the ride height 

ever cut a spring to lower the car 
Since it will change the spring rate to 
an unknown value and complicate the 
tuning procedure. 

Because of its small size and 


"3m TECH 


4. How is the car driven? Ist onh 
‘events and autocrossed? 


Types of springs are 
compression travel 


Y ved on the street, or raced in clup 
S eit a cnuser or a highspeed cor 


lighter weight, a coilover may be a 
benefit to high-performance vehicies, 
You also have a better choice of 


Adjustable Valving 
The last. Option to consider is 


pin, 
in adjustable shock. 


is that the driver can ser ittoany 


Point that feels good to him 

manufacturers, wi 
make adjustable shocks 
Shocks. have eno, 


hich do not 
вау their 
ugh valving latitude 


that they do not need adjusting. 
Critics say that being adjustable is a 
gimmick and not worth the added 
cost. 

In the kit car market it may be 
21070 important to have a shock that 
В rebuildable. They are generally 
thor’, expensive but the advantage is 
that you can send them back to be 
Tevalved if the original valving did 
sta meet your expectations, Always 
Start with the shock absorber recom- 
ioendations of the chassis builder or 
Kit car builder. If it doesn't work, call 
the experts, КС 


SOURCES 
Bilstein Corporation of America 
Dept. кс 
8845 Rehco ва 
San Diego, CA 92121 
(619) 453-7723 


Doetsch Tech Shock Absorbers 
Dept. кс 


2402-A Wheatland ct, 
Santee, СА 9207] 


Presented by 


BFGoodrich 


‘Sponsored by 
GENUINE CHEVROLET 


a) 


213-782-2341 


LOTUs 
POSITION 


XANTHOS' REPLICA 
OF A LOTUS 238 15 
EXACT AND READY FoR 
THE RACE COURSE 


«етей as a traditional kit, but rather as a 
fully built turnkey (starting at $27,000) бг 
ich you choose the engine and transmis. 
sion, It’s built in England using the 

same techniques— and even some 
of the same craftsmen—used to 
build the original 23B race cars. 
Robert noted that some of these 
ys are now in their late fifties 
and still use bronze welding on the 


It features the same suspen- 


he 908 аге а perfect 
| time for car freaks. If 
| you have the cash 

| can have your hearts dese, 
| either an original, or, for much 


si 

rein MAREM, and interior as the 
DN рова and a new fiberglass 
cas of Cobras, Corvette: sp a de de ba 
3 Skin. Even the dash is built-up 


ще British Smiths instruments 
те wheels are 13-inch Lotus 

led rims: 5 inches up front and 
6 inches out back. 


E 
n ^63 rang the car shown here is 


57 Chevy verti 
Seo hey convertibles, 
| | Ferraris, 
j 


mph zone, 


ri 
ва voy стека remanufacture of the fac- 
Б making it difficult to dis- 

are no done, ап original. There 

for the net Parts in the car except 

both of d and transmission, 

to ^ а lich can be installed in all 
в of combinations, from a Lotus 


of 
North With a Hewland gearbox to a Pinto 


Tony aj 
'ppar- 

пи Was quite moved 

ene quality ang 
uthenticit 

ERS y of the lit- 


The Xanthos is not 


Xanthos’ са 


РО. Box 87443 


San Die, 
go, CA É 
6192909, СА 92130-7443 


PHON 
TOGRAPHY DAVID FETHERSTON 


with a VW transaxle. The frames are | 
set for VW transaxles and Lotus | 
‘Twin Cam engines, but a buyer can | 
opt for a Pinto, any Ford 1,600cc or a | 
Ford Kent cross-flow four-banger | 
available new from the SVO | 
Performance Equipment catalog. 

In the United States. the 23B is 
primarily designed for vintage-type | 
racing but in England it’s street 
legal. Racing is the car's main sales 
arena but, by the end of 1997 Robert 
hopes to have a U.S.-spec street ver- 
sion available. Called the Xanthos 
‘Type 23-North American, it will fea- 
ture a thicker body with four inches 
of ground clearance and enlarged 
headlight lenses, like a Ferrari P4, 
which will address the need to bring 
the headlights up to the correct ride 
height. The street version will also 
include a safety-glass windshield and 
wipers. The Xanthos 23 shown here 
is the first American racing prototype 
of the Xanthos. 

Between 1964 and 1966, when the 
23B was a factory-built racer, Lotus 
produced about 130 units. These cars 
soon scattered to the four corners of 
the earth where they became race 
winners helping to build Lotus’ repu- 
tation as a high-performance auto- 
mobile manufacturer. 

It’s а tiny car much like the Lotus 
Super Seven, with a body that stands 
not even waist-high. From just about 
any angle, you know it's all race car— 
fast, sensuous, a ball of fire, and 
plenty of fun to drive. On the street 
it’s like a go-cart, sticking to the road 
like glue, being nearly impossible to 
see from a big truck, and delivering 
an adrenaline rush like few cars 
could ever match. КС 


Row & Used 
Cobras on 
display 


Dayan <=> 


HOUSE OF COBRAS 


America’s Largest Cobra Lot! 
ALL MANUFACTURERS * NEW 8 USED * TURNKEYS AND KITS 


Replicas & originals, 
race-show-or-drive, Ё 
4 spd, 5 spd, or 
automatic, with or 
without stripe, 
several colors, 
several suspension 
options 


Stop in and see Dave ог B.J. at our Showroom/Shop at 
154 S. Cypress * Orange, CA 92866 


about 


Performance 


Small blocks & big blocks... 
Trannys - 350's, Toploaders, 
C-6's and more. 
Turn-key combinations... 
Cobra Packages! 


It's an asphalt jungle out there and you've got to be performance 
wise to survive. Performance engines, transmissions and compo- 
nents from JASPER are built to come out fighting in the survival of 
the fittest. We have power ranges to fit a multitude of kit car 

applications. 
have them eat 


‘So whether you want to stay ahead of the pack or 
your dust, let JASPER devour your competition! 
Balanced engine assembly, align 
honing, square decking, torque 
plate honing... and more. 


Call us for a free quotation 


1-800-827-7455 


815 Wernsing Rd. - Jasper, IN 47546 


A division of 
Jasper Engines & Transmissions. 


Not legal for sale or use in Californi 
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3 С з. 
hen Carroll Shelby 
announced he was going 
to resurrect the Cobra 


427 a few years back, many enthu- 
siasts responded with a yawn, For 
starters, few believed the hype that 
‘speculated on his rumored stash of 
unused 427 chassis. But even if the 
legend were true, the price of a 
Ў | “real” Cobra was sure to be so high 
that the dream of ownership would 
ТО remain a fantasy for most budget- 
bound enthusiasts. 
Sure enough, the first of the во- 
called “continuation Cobras” was 
Priced at а spectacular $500,000, or 
about twice the going rate for a gar- 
den variety '66-67 Cobra 427 (a 
good portion of the purchase price 
can be designated to go to Carroll's 
Heart Fund for indigent children), 
The new Cobra was, however, a 
clone of the famed 427 S/C of which 
only 37 were built, and $500,000 is 
about the going rate for an S/C 
these days, 


We Get to Drive the New 
CSX4000 and Follow Along 
Another Comes Together 


As 


At any rate, Shelby could see 
there was a market for a cheaper, 
fiberglass-bodied version of this 
timeless classic that he could sell 
against the upper end of the kit car 
market, Besides, he was angered by 
the lack of response to his offer to 
endorse Cobra replicas in exchange 
for a donation to his Heart Fund 
And so the Shelby CSX4000 series. 
was born. Note that these are not 
replicas, but real Cobras built by 
Shelby American. An informal poll 
of original Cobra owners at the 
recent Tulsa Ford and Shelby show 
indicated an acceptance of the 4000 
Series as a real Cobra—a recognition 
that is not bestowed on replicas. 
m how close to the original is а 

“Series Cobra? For starters, the 
chassis. members are thicker ( a wel- 
come improvement) There are 
са reinforcement tubes around 

е back of the cockpit area and 
along the bottom of the door sills. 
The body on most ears will be fiber- 


n 2 
HOIOGRAPHY: HAROLD PACE & JIM YOUNGS 


$35,000 


glass with aluminum and available for about 
upcharge. The differential housing (originally 
unit intended for Jaguar) has been replaced with an alu 
minum housing containing a Dana differential with lim 

ited slip. The original brass radiator is now aluminum 
which reduces weight and improves cooling. The ineffi- 
cient twin pusher fans are retained (although of higher- 

quality than the original Jag parts), but a puller fan can 
be easily added. All suspension members are chrome. 

moly tube instead of mild steel, and the ball joints now 
have grease fittings for easier lubrication. 

The seats are very similar to the origi 
exact replicas. The upholstery is vinyl as per the 427 
SIC spec (street Cobras had leather). The seating posi- 
tion is classic "608 British sports car, with a large diam- 
eter wood-rimmed wheel sitting very low and close to 
the driver. Having seat tracks is almost laughable as 


sbury 


al but are not 


most everyone is going to be sitting 
all the way back. 

The wheel is low, leaving very little 
leg room, and the pedals are jogged to 
one side to clear the bellhousing. Side 
curtain sockets are in place but holes 
are not drilled (using top and side cur- 
tains is not recommended due to 
engine heat and noise). Heaters are an 
unnecessary option with big-block 
power. The engine generates plenty of 
Sweat all by itself. 

Side pipes are supplied bare and 


DRIVING THE MULE 


While driving а company’s test mule is usually plenty of 
ese сав are often little more than crude, unfinished 
И-сопсер! vehicles from which upgraded, re-engi- 
neered components find their way to production cars. This 
was not the case on our recent drive in the Shelby CSX4000 
company car. About the only thing missing was some heat 
shielding for the firewall. The heat shielding would have 
been welcome considering the heat of Los Vegas was тіх- 
ing with the fire breathing of a 427 зае-ойе. 

Rather than hitting the track with the Shelby American 
cor, we were delighted to experience it as most buyers wil, 
оо the city streets accompanied by several blasts down 
open roads. Unequivocally, it's а gutter snake champ, but 
not much of a sleeper car to pullit off stealthily. Like its fore- 
fathers, the CSX4900 is an eye magnet, even in jaded Los 
Vegas, and is rather loud and obnoxious, even by Vegas 
stondards, when compared to the rest of the traffic. But 
that's ово роп of its charm. 

The Shelby mule had been recently fitted with 4.11:1 reor 
gears which gave it tremendous hole shot, but hampered 
їз ability to stream smoothly with traffic. We always felt as 
though we were in too low а gear, Such gearing would 
surely also hamper top-end performance. Even if the Cobra 
had taller gears, the engine has more than enough torque 
апа horsepower to light up the Strip and beat most street 
cars prowling the two-lanes. 

Аз for driving Impressions, we couldn't distinguish much 
difference between some of the similarly outfitted replicas 
оп the high end of the scale. It's fun, Is fast, it turns well it 
backs up and It has the predictable traits of a lightweight 
car with too much power (read fun). —Jim Youngs 


should be painted black like the originals. The mechanical 
changes are all for the better and mirror many of the 
things that Autokraft Cars (AC) did when they revived the 
АС 289 as the AC Mk.IV in the "805. 
Engine mounts can be supplied for big-block FE or small- 
block Ford motors. Although Shelby recommends the 427 
as having the most value in the long run, it's widely accept- 
ed in Cobra circles that the best all-around Cobra was the 
small-block-powered Mk. IIT model sold 
in England as the AC 289. The combi- 
nation of coil-spring chassis and a light, 
responsive engine was hard to beat. It 
should also be noted that most 427 
Cobras sold in the "608 were actually 
powered by 428 engines. So, either of 
the 427, 428, or 289 engines would be 
historically correct for the chassis. Of 
course, there's nothing to stop you from. 
installing a 351, 460, ora turbo Bow Tie 
for that matter, but it defeats the pur- 
pose of buying a real Cobra. 
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The motor mounts are 58:62 Ford 
| Galaxy (not included). The engine 


includes the starter, scattershield and 
Canton road race pan. Chassis can be 
ordered set up for a small-block Ford. 


| Optional aluminum tru 
ШЕТ 
dard is white fiberglass (ike the original) 
Note the rollbar mount on the left side 
and the dual facet electric fuel pumps 
at provide extra fuel to the mechanica 
Pump when needed. a 


The diff housing arrives я 
but halfshafts must Бе К 
emergency brake assembly was supplied 
with the kit. Note the driveshaft hoop to 
keep the shaft under control if the U-joint. 
breaks. The diff based on а Dana 44 with 
limited-slip has 3.54:1 standard ratio, 
The driveshaft must be installed from the. 
top with the seats and tunnel removed. 


IT CAR 


A top loader trans with close-ratio gears 
bolts to the frame. The Hurst shifter was 
modified to take the original-style handle. 
It must be mounted toward the passenger 
side of the shifter. Brake lines coming 
from the pedal box will be secured with 
zip ties or rubber isolated brackets. The 
Allen bolts on the scattershield make 
tightening easy. The clutch arm had to be 


The rolling chassis is ready for t 

The brake canisters hanging пе a 
will bolt to the inner panels when 
installed. An aluminum Fluidyne four- 
row radiator is shown. The front of the. 
foot box shows insulation to reduce 
engine heat. Insulation is also used 
under the carpet (on a hot day, original 


Cobras could glue melted tennis shoes. 


shortened for frame clearance. to the pedals) 


UTS AND BOLTS 
So how does it go together? To fi 
Denton, Texas where he assemble 
‘Texas Cobra Ltd. Texas Cobra 
and automotive artist extraordi 
finish from kit to complete, but 
your choice of engine. Raw 


nd out, we went to Jay Peppler's shop in 
5 turnkey Shelby 4000-series Cobras for 


This glass-bodied example is the first built at Texas 


erglass panel fitti 
‘The finished car i Panel fitti 
EE ERES The only thing that keeps it from looking lik 

я exa б о е 
the originals ever were, Sieis foi t 


New owner Richard 
Ravel had 
couldn't affo < wanted а real Coby ‘ 
ord to “pay for the history” behind ап oui ш к Gu HE 
l, so the Shelby 


CSX4000 series was 5 
‘as just what he i 
Stay tuned, the saga continues. ко T 


Master cylinders must be connected. The 
suspension comes assembled to the chas- 
sis but should be checked for correct 
assembly. The tie rod end was too close to 
the wheel rim and had to be changed out 
for more clearance. Trigo wheels give 
more clearance than Halibrands. The 
steering rack is original-style MGB. Pin 
drive wheels are optional and recom- 
mended for high-horse mills or track use. 
Brake calipers are new manufacture and 
similar to original. Solid rotors are stan- 
dard, but vented Willwood rotors are 
optional, Note the coil-over shocks. The 
knock-off spinners are Titanium. Sway 
bars (%-inch front, Ys-inch rear) are 
included but not mounted. 


All inside panels were sanded smooth by 
Streetwerks and sprayed with silver 
DuPont urethane to resemble aluminum 


panels. 


The body is trial fit before the engine is 
installed so it can be prepped at 
Streetwerks while the mechanical work is 
completed. The optional aluminum panels 
provide the original look. 


Gary Garton sands the body with 500-grit 
after color coat has been sprayed on the. 
door jambs, hood channel and fender 
edges ("jambing"). This is done before the 
final paint is sprayed on the body. Water 
is used with wet/dry sandpaper to 
remove any overspray from jambing. 
Shooting the color. The paint is DuPont 
Chromacolor 72200 basecoat/clearcoat. 
After drying, the paint is color-sanded 
with 1500-grit sandpaper to remove the 
texture and bring out a smooth finish 
After power-buffing to a shiny finish, all it 
lacks is the final trim assembly. 


SOURCES 

Shelby American, Inc. 

Dept. KC 

501 S. Rancho Dr. 

| Sto. H-53 
Las Vegas, NV 89106 
702/598-3702 


Texas Cobra Ltd. 
Dept. KC 

521 East Windsor Dr. 
Denton, TX 76201 
940/382-6611 


Jay's Auto and Performance 
Dept. KC 

1595 Chinn Rd 

Denton, TX 76207 
940/383-2305 


Streetwerks 

Dept. KC 

1105 Shady Oaks Ог. 
Denton, TX 76025 
940/381-0754 


Southern Automotive 
Dept. KC 

70 Sims Street 
McDonough, GA 30253 
800/255-8236 


Жы coe Д 


Ali his tolk of the Shelby 4000-series is 
better understood with а back- 
ground in Cobra chassis numbers. 


COBRAS BUILT BY AC IN ENGLAND 

С5К2000 series: МК! and Мк! 
Cobras (1962-65) sold by Shelby in 
the United States. Leaf spring sus- 
pension, 260- or 289-inch engines, 
Left-hand drive. 

CSX3000 seres: Mk.ll Cobras 
(1965-67) sold by Shelby in the 
United States. Coil spring suspension, 
427- ог 428-inch engines. Left-hand 
drive. 

COB&000 series: All Cobras (Mik, I 
апа 10 sold in England by AC (1962- 
1969). МЕЛ! COB Cobras used 289- 
inch engines Instead of big-blocks. 
Right-hand drive. 

COX6000 series: Same as above 
but sold in Europe or the United 
States (but not by Shelby). Left-hand 
drive. 

С$Х5000 series: Intended to be 
used for a special run of Ghio-bod- 
led Cobras (1966). Only two made. 

АКООО series: Cobras built by AC 
опа Autokraft since 1982. МКМ 
model uses 302 Ford, various engines 
‘optional. Most based on МК Cobra, 
but a few МКП models Бий os well 


The prefixes originally stood for: 
С-тпе third series of AC Ace vario- 
tions. S-Shelby. X-Export (left-hand 
drive). Бе sold їп Britain (right- 
попа drive). AK=Autokratt 


COBRAS BUILT BY SHELBY IN THE 
UNITED STATES 

С5Х3000 series: The Continuation 
Cobras sold by Shelby the past few 
years have unused numbers left over 
from original 427 Cobra production. 


CSX4000 series: The new Shelby 
component car. МКШ chassis, fiber- 
glass body. 

OTHER 

CSx-R4000 series: Cobra replicas 
whose manufacturers contribute to 
Shelby Heart Fund or are otherwise 
endorsed by Shelby. RAM Automotive 
in England & the only one at this time, 
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KIT BUYER’S GUIDE ТО 
Armchair 1 0-Plu 


Shopping 
at Its 


Best 


VW-BASED KITS 
BUDGET PROJECTS 


ж. зый 


tories include plenty 


We suggest that you 
on getting just the 


ав а road map leading you to 
products that most interest you, and 
we caution against viewing the list- 
ings as Kit Car recommendations. | 
From here, you should do the legwork / 
and homework necessary to thor. 
oughly research a company and its 
products. You should also talk to cus- 
tomers, builders, and other knowl- 
edgeable people. so that you can 
make an informed decision you'll be 
comfortable with 

To present as many cars as possi- 
ble in the space we have, we've 
abbreviated most of the specifica- 
tions. If you have a question as to 
what some of the shorthand means, 
refer to the legend provided. KC 


^s Guide shows the 
Stope of products and designs cur- 
Tently available in the kit car world, 
Ws à valuable resource directory of 
ear kits that сап serve as your pre. he la 
shopping list, It's а visual checklist to ictured, The kit 
Їр you compare and рате down the — business ia a e and 
many choices facing you. difficuli 
This guide can help you identify UM 
the questions you need answered, 
pice the manufacturer for more 
information, and compare one model 
ки another. It’s also a good ide ato amassed with the help of d 
read our вр facturers represented who responded 
to a mailed surve 


still provide 
need if you 
to be in your future. 


EXOTIC REPLICAS 


Turkey; minimum cost of a 


48 KIT CAR factory-buitt car 


Affordable Company 500 SL АР 5000S 
WB: 100 inches WB: 98.5 inches 
2,800 роши 


or square-tube 


FS/RS: си: 


tubular, Corvette 


508/3 


AFI R 390 


WB: 101.5 inches 
Affordable Company 23 WT: 2,400 pounds 
T-Bucket CHS: custom tubular steel 
WB: 100 in FS/RS: custom tubi r, Corvette 
WT: 1,600 pound: brakes 
CHS: ladder-style ENG: GM V-8 or BMW V-12 


FS: verse leaf spring and 
dropped straight-axle 

RS: live axle and coilover shocks 
NG: Ford or Chevy 


‘American Fiberbodies International 
Dept. KC, РО. Box 


Anti 
XKI 
WB: 102 inches 

WT: 2,439 pounds E 
Donor 4-79 Mustang П or "74-80 
Bobcat or Pinto 

FS/RS: Mustang II 

ENG: L4, V-6, small-block Ford or 


gue & Collectible Jag 
[> 


Affordable Company 308 GTsi 
Donor: Pontiac Firebird or '82-92 
Chevy Camaro 

FS/RS: lowered stock 


ENG y d Chevy 

a in V-8 or modifie: Kit: $8,995 Ae 
Т.К: $12,000 plus donor RA Сирене 
‘The Affordable Company read A 


‘Antique and Collectible Autos Inc. 
Dept. KC, 35 Dole St., Buffalo, 
NY 14210, 800/245-1810 


Div. New England Exotic Rebodies, Dept. KC, 
PO. Box 1205, East Hampstead, 
МН 03826, 608/373-6465 


Antique & Collectible 
Chopped ‘34 Ford 


CHS: boxed-steel-tube w/ X-member 
"S: Mustang П 

RS: four-link w/coilovers or parallel 
leaf springs 

ENG: Ford or Chevy small- or 
big-block 
Kit: $7,995-$13,995 
Т-К: $30,000-$35,000 
Antique and Collectible Autos Inc 
Dept. KC, 35 Dole St., Buffalo 
хүм 1310 


е O 
Antiques & Collectible 
Jog SS-100 

WB: 108.5 inches 

WT: 2,210 pounds 

Donor: '74-79 Mustang or "74780 


Pinto or Bobcat 
FS/RS: Mustang П 


ENG: four- or six-cylinder 
Kit: $7,995-$11,995 
т.к: $20,000 

Antique and Collectible Autos Ine. 


pt. KC, 35 Dole St., Buffalo 
NY 14210, 8007245-1310. 


ASPP 6740 Mk. | & Mk. II 
Donor: Pontiac Fiero 

FS/RS: stock Fiero 

ENG: stock or modified Fiero, GM 


„000 plus donor 
Auto Sport Performance Products Inc. 
Dept. KC, 740 West Main St., Superior, AZ. 
85213, 520/689-0100 
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p 

Auto Designs by Scotty 
Monzetta ( 

D WB: 97 inches 

Donor: GM A-body cars, Chevy 
Monza, Pontiac Sunbird, "75-80 
Buick Skylark 

FS/RS: stock 

ENG: stock four-cylinder, six-eylin- 
д 


Р-А: $5,495 

Т.К: $19,950 plus donor 
to Designs By Scotty 

KC, PO. Box 367, 

ath Falls, OR 97601, 303/86 


WB: 83 inches 
Donor: VW Bug. 
FS/RS: stock VW Bug 

ENG: stock or modified VW 

Kit: $6,950; Flared SC: $9,950 
Т.К: $17,500; Flared SC: $17,900 
Autospeed Motorcar Corp, 

Dept. KC, 401 W. Chapman Ave., Orange, 
СА 92866, 800/793-2627 


WT: 1,500 pounds 


E d 
Balashi Lai i 
[irl mborghini Countach 


WB:99inches WT: 2,750 pounds 


CHS: tube chassis upon г 
$8,500 option. ie? 
Donor: Pontiac Fiero 

: stock 


Balashi Autoworks & Carriage 
Dept. KC, 635-A Gator Dr., Lantana, 
FL 33462, 561/585-9334 


Autospeed Ci i 
Flare ee lassic Speedster & 


Braden River XKE Replica 
WB: 96 inches 

CHS: modified RX7 
Donor: '79-'85 RX7 
FS/RS: stock RX7 


Beck Development Lister 

WB: 96 inches 

WT: 1,800 pounds 

CHS: 4-inch round-tube ladder-type 
FS/RS: late-model Corvette 

ENG: small-block Chevy V-8 


Dept. KC, 2604 Manatee А 
FL 34208, 941/747-6146 


Kit: $14,900 
Т-к: $40,000 
Beck Development. STGP Ray 
Dept. KC, 1531 W. 13th St, Unit E, Upland, Brooklands 
СА 91786, 909/981-3840 WB: 91.1 inches 
WT: 2,200 pounds 
CHS: unit body 
Donor: MGB 
FS: lower A-arm, Armstrong lever 


RS: leaf sprin 

ENG: MGB four-cylinder, Ford 2.8L 
V-6, Rover 3.5L V-8 

Kit: $3,100 


Brooklands Car Components 
Dept. KC, 47 Forest Hill Dr., Kitchener, 
Ontario, Canada 2M4G2, 519/745-2791 


Q.C.E. Blaze 
WB: 94.5 inches 
WT: 1,450 pounds 


CHS: VW Beetle with custom sub- 
frame 


Donor: VW Beetle 
pes Stock VW 

С: four- or six-cylind 
Kit: $3,740-$4,995 907 


$7,995 Caroselli Rodster 
T-K: $14,995 WB: 100.5 inches 
аск. WT: 2,300-2,700 pounds 


Dept. KC, 2229 Pelican Dr., CHS: stock ladder frame 

изи, 918/253-6549 Donor 783-94 S-10 Blazer (two- 

Blaze Kits 000] 

Dept. KC, 1861 N. Federal Hwy, Ste, 293, RS, lowered A-arms (3 inches) 

Hollywood, FL 33020, 954/927-7899 : lowering blocks or de-arched 
springs (3 inches) 

ENG: 2.81, V-6, 4.3L V-6, 

or 350ci V-8. 

Kit: $3,995-$5,795 

Т.К: call for quote 

Caroselli Design 

Dept. KC, 128 Center St., Ste, B, El Segundo, 

CA 90245, 310/322-2767, E 


Grove, ОК 


WT: 2,140 pounds 


BER 


C-F California Ace 
WB: 91 inches 


209 pounds 


CHS: MGB 


Donor: MGB Roadster 
FS/RS: MGB 
ENG: MGB Rover, Buick 215, 


nterprises 
Dept. KC, РО. Box 1347, Long Beach, CA 
90801-1347, 562/404-0522 


CARS Dio Tipo 61 

WB: 88-102 inches 

WT: 1,400-2,000 pounds 

CHS: custom round-tube or stock 
donor 

FS: chrome-plated upper and lower 
tubular control arms with coilover 
shocks 

RS: four-link live axle with coilover 
shocks 

ENG: rotary to big-block Chevy 
Rit: $2,495 

P-A: $6,995 

TK: $29,000 

Classic Antique Replicar Specialists 

Dept. KC, 10712 N. May, Oklahoma City, OK 
78120, 405/755-5522 


Classic Factory Auburn 
WB: 132 inches 


Chevy 3 
Kit: $109 
P-A: $: 


The Claesie Factory 


Classic Roadsters Sebring MX 
WB: 94.5 inches 

WT: 2,550 pounds 

CHS: box-tube ladder-type 

Donor: Mustang П 

FS: Mustang II 

RS: Ford 8.8-inch four-link 

ENG: Ford or Chevy small-block V-8 
Kit: $12,995 
K: N/A 
Classic Roadsters 
Dept. KC, 1617 Main Ave., Far 
ND 58103, 800/373-9000 


Contender Aldino K/O 
WB: 93.4 inches 

WT: 2,800 pounds 
Donor: Pontiac Fiero 
FS: independent 

RS: independent, Chapman struts 
ENG: 4-cylinder, V-6, V-8 

Kit: $6,495-$8,995 

Т.К: $25,995 

Contender Car Co. 

Dept. KC, 5339 Chestnut Dr. Racine, 

WI 53402, 414/614-5239 


Custom Coachcraft 308 
WB: 4 inches 

„600 pounds 

Donor: Pontiac Fiero 

FS/RS: stock Fiero or upgraded com- 
ponents 

ENG: stock V-6, V-8 

Kit:$4,500 

TK: call 


Custom 


an 
Briarwood Ln., Aledo, 
817/441-9109 


SMC Fat-Fendered Pickup 
Donor: 66:96 Ford or Chevy short- 
bed/fullsize pickup 


114/639-8088 


D&B Maserati A6GCS 

Barchetta 

WB: 92 inches WT: 1,600 pounds 

CHS: custom-built ladder frame, 

aluminum monocoque : 

FS: unequal-length A-arms, coilover 

ks 

RS fourbar with Panhard rod and 
ilover shocks 

ENG: Aluminum Rover V-8, small 

block Chevy, Maserati 6. 

Kit: $13,000 

P-A: $35,000 

т.к: $45,000 

D&B Enterprises 

Dept. KC, 27717 NW 41st Ave, Ridgefield, 

WA 98642, 360/887-1673 
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4 inches 


Н ae = = = 0 р ds 
8 = = Duloux 37 Cord | i его ог semi-monocoque 
i} Diaspora Porsche 900 Series WB: iss mehe ae ==! Wizard Odlltornia Roadstar ponon Kota Fae a a Euro-Works Mirage S 
Donor: VW Beetle WT: 3,300 pounds Domino Premeir Cas aa АКА stom A-arms w/coilovers WB: 98.5 inches 
| FS/RS: stock or modified VW CHS: modified GM w/ X-member WB: 80 inches Donor: stock VW Sedan ck Fiero WT: 2,990 pounds 
| ENG: stock or modified VW FS/RS: 78-83 GM midsize WT: 1,300 pounds FS/RS: stock VW е ransverse V-6 or V-8 Donor: Fiero stretch 
| Kit: $4,995 ENG: Ford or Chevy small-block Donor: Mini-Cooper monocoque ENG. tec or omoditiaqtvwW Kit: $4,900 FS/RS: stock 
| Т.К: сай Kit: $19,900 FS/RS: stock independent Kit: $3,395 ENG: V-6, V8 conversion 
i Diaspora ВА. de СҮ TK: $49,000 ENG: Mini-Cooper 998cc-1,380cc Domino Cars U.S.A. Kit: $7,995-$9,995 
| Dept. KC, Circuito Del Line Pte, 3302, Cuidad Рыса Motors Lid Kit: $3,995 Dept. KC, РО. Box 410824, Melbourne, FL KC, PO. Box 801501, Houston, P-A: call for quote 
Bugambilias, 45090 Zapopan, Jalisco, Dept. KC, 10493 Maranatha Pl alley, ТУК: call 32941, 407/757-0653 80, 713/461-3834 -K: $33,900 plus donor 
Mexico, (3) 684-48-43 CA 95949, 916/477-0707 7" — Domino Cars 8А. Euro-Works L 


Dept. KC Dept. KC, 3771 Eileen Rd., Dayton, 


29, 


Box 410824, Melbourne, РІ. 


a т 
ML dS) ts il 


D&D Grand Sport Corvette Eagle Coach Work XK120-G ERA GT 


| Coupe/Roadster 
| WB: 98 inches DRB GT40 WB: 102 inches WB: 95 inches 
| WT: 2,350 pounds WB: 95.3 inches " WT: 2,400 pounds CHS: custom. WT: 2,400 pounds 
| CHS: custom round-tube or 83-82 МИТ: 2,600 now Domino GTI tubular ladder CHS: stainless steel semi-mono- Е 
Corvette Ci Purpiee built MS BO inchis, Donor: Mustang II coque with tubular steel front and Exotic Illusions Eurosex 2500 
FS/RS: 88:96 Corvette wi FS: 85:87 Согу pounds FS/RS: Mustang П rear subframes s 
coilovers tipi ME Rola CHS: space frame ENG: four-cylinder, V-6, 158 Ford or FS: Avarme with coilovers and саа. WB: 93.5 v 
Sew ENG Pane FS/RS: fully independent Chevy ee uprights WA ean резба 
опре: $12,800; roadster, © Kit $16,000 ENG: Mic-engine Motorcycle, VW Kit: $9,500 RE trailing erms, franéverss ton. ORE MEE ем 
ino 50 Т.К: $95,000 ВИ. ог Escort СТ P-A: $16,000 Tink and lower Wisp s camiers ЕМС: stock V-6 or small-block V-8 
‘TK: $40,000 approximately, DHB Enterprises dut $5,005 T-K: $29,000 ыа, ал cad Kit: $8,500 
| a Dept KC, PO. Box 57, Soutpo m call for quote ENG: тон нна > K: $40,000 
lanchester Rd., Akron, Queensland, Australis, 07 562 (а Сама, er otic Illusions. 
"15:053 DC eae 6128, Мил St, Now Britain, PA 18519, 717/389-1206 
ihre Main St, New Britain, 


CT 060: 


: = ж -_ = * 
D&R Deceptor, Pyth ino Mini Eagle Coach Work 55100 x = 
cus: ана on 2000 ran Mini-Cooper Hm Domino Pup Wr indes Euro- Works Мөө K Fiberjet Bravossa 
onor: Fiero WT: 1,300 pounds WB: 80 inche S., аа WB Б Нн, WB: 96.5 inches 
FS/RS. Fiers CHS ond Pounds WB: 80 inches CHS: custom tubular ladder WT. 2,990 pounds : 96. 3 
у : Mini- 1 „300 pound: Donor. П е WT: 2,400 pounds 
ENG: stock, V.6, у.8 FS/RS: etock оре, monocoque с pounds опок: Mustang Donor: Fiero 1 
i atop 18 ependent. HS: monocoque FS/RS: Mustang II Donor: Porsche 914 
Е Deceptor: $449; Python: mu gni Cooper 998ce-1,380ce Donor: Mini Mini Cooper ENG: four-cylinder, V6, VS Ford от РОВ ion SIRS; stock Porsche 914 
Т.К: Deceptor: $35,000; TK: call ENG; Mey independent, Chevy Kit: $4,995-$7,995 EN (Y 
Python: $35,000 перо Kin ga Bon Mini-Cooper 998c-1980cc. Eit $9,000 Р-А: call for quote ща ке 
licars Ine. а а -А: $15,000 + donor MK: 
Pre De КО PO, Box 410894, aioe, TEE: eal for quote TK: $28 000 ae edema 
ВИНЕ КО, 802 Науан Run Ra, Kintneravillo, 3244, 7157063 mino Cars USA, NEU. Vos даи Dept KC, 221 Vest Ivy St, Roseville, 
вв Dept. KC, PO, Box 410824, Melbourne, FL Dept KC 760 Northland Avo, Bua NY Шен. KO, SUPE CA 98618, 9167823198 
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Fiber Jet Trike Body 
| Donor: VW and motorcycle 
Kit: $550, bod, 


| Fiber Jet Rough Terrain 
| WB: 94 inches 
WT: 1,600 pounds 
Donor: VW Beetle (no Super 
Beetles) 
FS/RS: stock VW 
ENG: stock or modified VW 
Kit: $920 
Fiber Je Industries In. 
Dept. KC, 221 West Ivy St, Roseville, 
CA 95678, 916/783-3198 г 


Fiber Jet Indy Enos 500 
WB: 80 inches 

WT: 1,300 pounds 

Donor: VW Beetle (no Super 
Beetles) 

FS/RS: stock VW 

ENG: stock or modified VW 
Kit: $800 

: call 

Fiber Jet Industries Inc 

Dept. KC, 221 West Ivy St, Roseville, 
СА 95678, 916/783-9198 


Fiber Jet 59 
Donor: Porsche 911 
FS/RS: Porsche 911 


Lae 


CHS: cus 

tube space 

FS: o 
Roseville RS: proprieta 
axle w/three 
link, coilovers 
С: Corvette LT-1, 
$15,000 


ingulated round 


С, 3990 NE Fifth 


Ave., Oakland Park, 


Formula 6000 
WB: 114 inches 
CHS: tube steel 
independent inboard gas coilover 
shocks activated by push-pull rods 
and belleranks 
RS: Corvette IRS with inboard gas 
coilover shocks, activated by push- 
ind belleranks 

small-block 
000 


PHOTO: CURT SCOTT 


P-A: $27,500 | 

Т-к: $39,500 SETUP err E- 
Formula 6 Hardy Allard J2X 
Dept. KC, RR2 Box 2091, Brunswick, WB: 102 inches 


ME 04011, 207721.9999 WT: 2,050 pounds 


FS: twin torsion b 


5: disc brakes 
RS: GM 10-bolt, drum brakes 


ENG: 350 Chev; 
Kit: $10,500 
P-A: $21,900 
Hardy Motors 

Dept. KC, PO. Box 1302, Bonita, 
CA 91908, 619/475-2392 


'adillac, Chrysler 


Hardy Allard J2XL 
WB: 106 inches. 
WT: 2,150 pounds 


FS: custom with unequal-length 
rms, coilovers, custom wishbones and cube poit 


ment, vented disc brakes 
: independent with custom-fabri- 


tubular arms 
ues ткыш 
Fer Segue пере биш eseeton tM and Jaguar mid- 
cp "NE — ms tin 
[усш ББ 

Dot КО онад Root Rà, North Ridge, ae ee ы 


Glover Designs Shaka Нума ` 


HummBug 
WB: stock VW 

WT: 1,500 pounds 
Donor: VW Bug (no 


1.C.M. Speedster M-2 
WB: 84 inches 

WT: 1,700 pounds 

Donor: VW Beetle 

FS/RS: stock VW 

stock or modified VW 
Kit: $9,000 

TK: $18,500 
LOM. Industries Ine 
Dept. KC, 2815 N. L 
СА 91504, 818/558-1 


na St. Burbank, 


IFG Interceptor 25th 
WB: 98.4 inches 

WT: 2,600 pounds 
CHS: space frame 
Donor: Fiero 

FS/RS: stock Fiero 
ENG: V-6 or small-block Chevy 
Kit: $9,400 

P-A: $14,400 plus donor 

Т.К: $36,000 plus donor 
Imaginary Fiberglass Inc. 

Dept. KC, 15740 El Prado Ва, Chino, 
CA 91710, 909/597-7183 


IFG Interceptor 5000S 

WB: 93.4 inches 

600 pounds 

CHS: space 

Donor: Pontiac Fiero 

FSIRS: 

ENG: Chevy V-6 or small-block 

Kit: $6,500 

TK: 500 plus donor 
Fiberglass Ine 

Dept. KC, 15 do Rd., Chino, 

CA 91710, 909/597-7183 


eR st. | 


Intermeccanica Kubelwagen 
Donor: VW plu: 
ponents 

FS/RS: stock VW 
tock or modified VW 


Dept. KC 


Ал, 604/872-4747 


Intermeccanica Roadster RS 
Convertible л 

5: tubular steel 
FSRS: stock VW configuration 
ENG: stock or modified VW 
Kit: $12,900 
Т.К: сай 
Intermeccanica International Ine 

E KC, 150 East First Ave., Vancouver, 
BE Calumia, Canada VST 1M, 
6048724747 


reinforcement com: 


East First Ave., Vancouver, B.C., 


DAX Rush 

WB: 90.25 inches 

WT: 1,320 pounds 

CHS: multi-tube steel space frame 


FS: unequal-length wishbone: 
250mm discs, adjustable coilovers 
RS: live axle with four-link and 
Panhard rod or IRS with unequal. 
th wishbones and fabricated 


uprights 
ENG: four-cylinder (typically Ford) 
through V-8 options 

Kit: $11,987 (live axle); $15,024 
(IRS) 


Motorsport Corp. 
KC, 170 Blackford Ave, Piseata 
NJ 08854-2325, 908/271-8512 


Marlin Cabrio 
WB: 90 inches 
WT: 1,670 pounds 

CHS: semi-monocoque 

FS; unequal-length wishbones with 
coilover shocks ; 

RS: independent rear suspension 
ENG: four-cylinder through Ford, 
Chevrolet V-8 

Kit: $18,474 

P-A: $24,017 

Image Motorsport Corp. 

Dept. KC, 170 Blackford Ave., Piscataway, 
NJ 08854-2325, 908/271-8512 
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Lone Star 1553 


LL кака 


я —— гы. же WB: 102 inches 
Jovi Auto Bahn Cruzer Kustom Kraft Testosterone Laminar Viking Roadster WT: 2,600 pounds 


CHS: 2: 
CHS: 88-95 C 


93 Ford Must: 


Шаг steel frame 
Ъщаг with coilovers 
four-link with Panhard bar 


Chevy Feed мана, Donor: VW Beetle, not shortened 


sler LeBaron, 83. WB: 100.5 inches inches WT: 1, 
WT: № CHS: tubular space fran 
Donor: Mazda RX 
FS: RX-7 or Triumph С 
4а 


Perry 550 Spyder 
WB: 94. 
WT: 1, 


Indy Exotics Auburn Boattail 
Speedster 

CHS: modified GM midsize 
FS/RS: Ford or Chevy V-8 


| ENG: V-6 or V-8 RS: 93 RX-7 or M FS: drop-beam with coilover shocks 
5 р 
| Kit: $8,995 ‘i 99 live axle RS: stock VW with coilover shocks 
\ Т.К: $47,000 (000-$45,000 ENG: Mazda Rotary, Miata, С: VW, Porsche 
Indy Bxoties 


Kustom Kraft Kit Kars Kit: call 
Dept. KC, 1551 Churchman Ave. Indianapolis, н 


Kit: $3,650 
St, SE, Puyallup, T-K: $35,000 P-A: $4,650 

IN 46208, 317/784-1119 упор, pns De epe UR 
Dept. KC, 17 Perry Designs. 


РА 19063, 610/566-7 Dept. KC, 1560 Commerce St., Ste. H, Corona, 


СА 91720, 909/279-6498 


Native American Tomahawk 
Donor: 70-78 Datsun Z 
FS/RS: stoc! г 


p 


Kustom Kraft CT 2000 


Jurassic T-Rex 


0n ENG: stock 16 to V-8 
WB: 129.5 inches WB: 94.6 inches Lone Star 15300 Kit: $8,700 
WT: 4,200 pounds WENA е WB: 94 inches WT: 2,600 pounds касата Craftsman 
3-91 4x4 Donor: Fiero CHS: ngular ки 4 Dept. KC, 7019 32nd St, North Highlands, RE 
FS/RS: live front axle, leaf spring; ular with coilover СА 956 348-8950 x 
TK: $27,000 ENG: small-block Chevrolet V-8 ОАА, 


four-link with Panhard bar 
ENG: Ford small- or big-block, 
00-$45,000 Chevy small-block 

Kustom Kraft Kit Kars 

Dept. KC, 1608 Seventh St. SE, Puyallup, 


Indy Exoties Kit: $9,850 
Dept. KC, 1551 Churchman Ave, Indianapolis, — T-K: 
IN 46209, 31784-1119 


Donor: Pontiac Fiero 

FS/RS: stock or modified Fiero 
NG: Fiero, V-6, V-8 

call 


Т.К: call 

PISA Corp. 

Dept. KC, P.O. Box 15088, Phoenix, 
AZ 85060-5088, 602/376-1550 


WA 98372, 206/762-0273 


Classics Ine. 
715 Katy Rd., Ste. 2306, Keller, 
TX 76248, 817/431-5422 


Nereia 

WB: 94.5 inches. 

WT: 2,200 pounds 

CHS: custom with 5x10 center tunnel 


Donor: engine and transmission 
from any front-wheel drive 


J.M. Design Paladimo 


Laminar Evolution Europa lon FS: custom crossmember with 

^ е 40 8: си 
NB: 100 inches кер Wa: 92.5 inches р Ws: ae WT: 2,900 pounds Mustang-styleA-arms and GM dise 
WT: 2,650 в 1 1,650 pounds с yeas brakes 
Donor: "88 94 Cavalier, Sunbird коет а Donor: Lotus Europa ECCE with coilovers RS: custom Aare with coilovers SISA Finale 
BS: stock with Eibach spring option Donor: VW Bug X RS, tubular A-arms, Lotus S: custom with coilovers Errant а: Donor: Pontiac Fiero 
Rs: Stock with Eibach coilover FS/RS: stock VW uprighte ушаг A-arms, custom ENG: Ford small-block EAS FS/RS: stock or modified Fiero 
ENG: 14, V. ЕО пй or modified VW. ENG: turbocharged Mazda rotary S 28995, Р.А: $8,945 ENG паа 
Kit: $6,500 TK: $10,500 Ki 100 Т.К: $40,000 plus engine and TR: $28,400 Et 
zu Design Анараа Kooble Kar Werke i а transaxle на em PISA CRY 

t- KC, 294 Principale, LAC Carré, Quebec, Гарі KC, 11207 Acoma SE, Albuquerque RD ан Lone Star Classics Inc «pt KC, Dept KC, RO. Box 15088, Phoenix, 

CORTE E SIM Веско TE Rawanda ова оаа ы шшш болно БАЛТУ 
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Precision GT250 California 


Rayco Porsche 914 
= SM Poles Porsche 914 
| PISA ZR-2 wr 


PSRS, 


stock Porsche 9: 


Ontario, Canada KOL 110. 705/6: 


gal Roadsters 
Dept. KC, 301 W. Beltline Hwy, Madison, 
| WI 53713, 608/273-4141 


| 5... 
z =s ENG: stock, GM V-6, V-8, Mazda Regal Thunder 
Donor: Pontiac Fiero FOR Уша Ба операсе fame Prototype Research "34 rotary, Porsche 911 WE 102 inches 
FS/RS: stock or modified Fiero FS/RS: independent tubular Mercedes 500K Kit 5 WT: 3,000 pounds 
ENG: Fiero, V-6, V-8 ке farms with elovers Кам, на: ed CM ar Find Rayco In CHS: mandrel-bent-tube 
Kit: call Sea me ne апаа eee fates Chany oc ocd LS Dept KC, 122408 M.Stlews FS/RS: Mustang IT triangulated 
TK: call with coil Lincoln МО 63138, 31 tubular A-arms with adjustable 
| PISA Corp. ENG: 'S/RS: GM or Ford coil spring coilovers; four-bar with adjustable 
Dept. KC, PO. Box 15088, Phoenix, ENG: Ford or Chevy small-block ends and coilovers. ч 
AZ 85060-5088, 602/376-1550 P-A: cali for quote Kit $14 506 ENG: 289, 302H O., 351H.O., 427. 
N Т.К: $49,500 
Precision Dein & Engin ие, Богота Rien ораны 
| Тер. КО. 0108. quine В, исем Dept. KC, 290 Albert St. Campbell 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Red Dawg 940 5 


Donor: Porsche 914 


FS: Porsche 911 
RS: coilovers 
| PISA Апего WB: 90 inches 

Donor: Pontiac Fiero сане WT: 2,200 pounds 

FSIRS: stock or modified Fiero Prototype Research 55 & ‘57 с аддег, 

ENG: Fiero, V-6, V-8 Chevy Convertibles FS/RS: Must: 

Kit: call CHS: modified GM, 77-91 Caprice, 8 

Т-К: call Impala, Belair 

PISA Corp. FS/RS: stock GM R&D Design Concepts Inc 

Dept. KC, PO. Box 15088, Phoenix, ENG: small- or big-block GM Dept. KC, 9536 Military, Omaha, 

AZ 85060-5088, 602/376-1550 Kit: 1955: $9,100; 1957: $10,100 NE 68134, 2-0176. 

Т-К: 1955: $43,900; 1957: $47,900 


Prototype Research & Development Ltd 
Dept. KC, 230 Albert St., Campbellford 
Ontario, Canada KOL 1L0, 705/653-4525 


WB: 88 inches. 

WT: 1,400 pounds 

CHS: tube frame 

FS: trailing link, torsion = 
independent, torsion bar 

ENG: modifed Туре III VW, Porsche 

Kit: call for quote 


prototype Research MGTDs 


Front & Rear engine models 
CHS: steel tube 


Donor: Chevy Chevette/VW Bug 


i » |l for quote 
Regal T-Bird Р.А: сай 5 
FS/RS: coil springs, leaf RAD 512 Roma WB: 102 inches n per 

PISA Scorpion Brest VW Donor Pontiac Fiero WH: 5000 pounds Ene e UD 
Donor: Pontiac Fiero Prototype Research Auburn ut 4 cylinder GM/ stock ог modi- FSIS: stock Сна: дори баш п KS 67028, 316/467-2265 
FS/RS: stock or modified Fiero Speedster EM коло ENG: V-6 or V8 FSIRS: Mustang П or aftermarket. 
ENG: man V-6, V-8 CHS: custom tubular steel T-K: $24,950/$17,500 РА. т v ENG: 289-428 V-8 
TE ES/RS: GM coil springs Prototype Research & Development Ltd Т.К: $25,000 Kit: $13,995 (deluxe package) 
prn ENG: small or big-block V-8 Dept. KC, 20 Alber! St, Carpal, Rad Designs BA: $16 000-28 000 
Dept. KC, PO. Box 15088, Phonis, Т.К: $45,500 Ontario, Canada KOL 110, 705/653-4525 Dept. KC, Р.О. Box 49, Azusa, T-K: $38,900 
AZ 85060-5088, 602/376-1550 Prototype Research & Development Lid СА 91702, 626/813-0736 Regal Roadsters 


Dept. KC, 230 Albert St., Campbellford, 


Dept. KC, 301 W. Beltline Hwy, Madison, 
Ontario, Canada KOL 110, 705/653-4525, 


WI 53713, 608/273-4141 
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RPM Design Saber 


CHS: '68-82 Corvette 
Donor: Corvette 
FS/RS: Corvette 


ENG: unlimi 
Kit: $5,995 
P-A: $6,450 
Т.К: $25,000-$35,000 


modifications 


RPM Design Firebird Widebody 
CHS: 82:92 V-8 

Donor: Firebird 

ENG: V.8, V.6 

Kit: $2, 
P-A: $3,200 

RPM Design Lad. 

Dept. KC, 29 Brenton НА, Newport, 
RI 02840, 401/849-7288 


Ryan 718 Spyder 
Donor: VW 

FS/RS: VW 

ENG: stock or modified VW 


$7,900 

$15,900 

-K: $19,900 

‘yan Motors 

дері. KC, 2321 S. Santa Fe Ave., Vista, 
7A 82083, 619/599-5813 


Ryan 356 Speedster 

Donor: VW Beetle, shortened chassis 
FS/RS: lowered stock VW 

ENG: VW 1,600cc-2,500cc 

Kit: $8,900 
T-K: $16,900 


inches 
10 pounds 

custom steel tube 
Dorvette spindles w/custom 


A-arms 

RS: Corvette spindles w/custom 
A-arms and links 

ENG; blocks 

Kit: $42,750 (rolling chassis) 
MK: $60,000 


abre Automotive 


NE Dixie Hwy, Jensen Beach, 
SSRSABRE-96 


as 
Speedway '32 Lo-Bo) 
WB: 106 inches 

WT: 1,800-2,100 pounds 
CHS: fabricated rectangular-tube 
rails with round- and square-tube 
crossmembers 

FS: dropped tube axle, hairpin 
radius rods, transverse leaf spring 
RS: quarter-elliptic leaf springs with 
a Panhard bar 

ENG: small-block Chevy 

Kit: $4,926.95 

Speedway Motors 

Dept. KC, PO. Box 81906, Lincoln, 

NE 68501, 402/474-4411 


у Roadster 


Speedway '34 Ford Club Cab 
Pickup 

WB: variable 

M 


ropped axle, transverse spring, 
n radius rods 


ods and a 


small-block 


50 pounds 
bricated rectangula 
ils with round- and squ 
ossmembers 


ansverse leaf spring 

S: quarter-elliptic leaf springs with 

2 Panhard bar 

ENG: 60-degree Chevy V-6, inline 

four-cylinder or V-6 

Kit: $2,999.95 
eedway Motors 

Dept. KC, PO. Box 

1, 40214 


es e 
Spridgetech Midget 
WB: 80 inches 

WT: 1,500 pounds 
CHS: steel monocoque 
Donor: 62.79 MG Midget 
FS: independent (MG Midget) 


5: semi-elliptic leaf spring (MG 
Midget) E 


ENG: 1,275cc MG Midget 

Kit: $1,895 > 

P-A: call for quote 

Spridgetech 

Dept. KC, 2289 Parmalee Ln., Brighton, 
MI 48116-9299, 810/229-8639 


а 


Solid Sterling 
WB: 94.5 inches 
wr 
Donor: st 
FS/RS: stock VW 
and coilovers 

ENG: УМ, V-6, Mazda Rotary 
Corvair 

Ки: $3,990 
TK: $1 


Stable F250 

WB: 94 inches 

WT: 1,950-2,340 

Donor: 72 2402 8 2807, coupes 
FS/RS: independent Macpherson 
strut 


: stock or modified inline-six 
cylinder 

Kit: $3,900 

Т.К: $17,000 


Stable Auto Works 


Sunrise Classic 
WB: 117 inches 
CHS: fullsize GM rearwheel drive, 
usually Cadillac 

FS/RS: stock я 

ENG: V-8, 305-500ci 

Т.К: $15,775 

Sunrise Automobile Corp. 

Dept. KC, РО. Box 98944, Des Moines, 

WA 96188, 206-824-2200 


type I Beetle (ball joint) 
уре I Beetle (IRS) 


ENG: VW Type I 
5-34,495 


Kit: $ 


Ranger pickup 
FS/RS: 
ENG: 
Kit: $ 


jock 
- or big-block Ford 


С, РО. Вох 171, Mount Dora, 
352/735-4607 


Thunder Ranch Beck 550 
Spyder 

WB: 85 inches 

WT: 1,245 paunan 

CHS: tubular steel 

FERS: stock or modified VW 
ENG: 1,915-2, 160cc, 160cc VW, 
Porsche 356, 912, or four-cam 
Kit: $6,995-$14,900 

TK: $21,500 

Thunder Ranch 

Dept. KC, 1410 Pioneer Way, El Cajon, 
CA 92020, 619/444-1006 


Thunder Ranch Riot 
WT: 1,200 Ibs. 

Donor: VW Type I 
FS/RS: stock and modified VW 
ENG: VW, Porsche, Mazda Rotary 
Kit: $3,650 

Т.К: сай 


ж о 


Thunder Ranch 959 

Donor: VW. 

FS/RS: stock VW 

ENG: stock or modified VW, 

Porsche, Rotary 

Kit: $7,995 

Т.К: call 

Thunder Ranch 

Dept. KC, 1410 Pioneer Way, El Cajon, 
, 619/444-1006 


Thunder Ranch Lightening 
CHS: composite monocoque 
FS: custom torsion bar 

RS: custom coilover 

ENG: Olds Aurora, Cadillac 
Northstar, Lincoln Continental 
Kit: $15,000 

Т.К: $55,000 

Thunder Ranch 

Dept. KC, 1410 Pioneer Way, El Cajon, 
CA 92020, 619/444-1006 
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Tornado TS40 

WT: 2,300 pounds 

CHS: tubular space frame wrapped 
in polished aluminum 

FS: double wishbones, front stabiliz- 
er bar 

RS: reversed A-frames, top-link, 
radius arms, stabilizer bar 

ENG: Ford 5.0L GT40, 285hp-475hp 
Kit: $12,800 

P-A: $17,800 

Т.К: call for quote 

"Tornado 

Dept. KC, 186 Най Ave, Meriden, 

CT 06450, 8007724-0522 or 203/699-8710 


Total Performance '23 Model T 
WB: 100 inches 
WT: 1,645 pounds 
CHS: steel ladder 

5: drop front axle, spring behind 
RS: coilover S 
ENG: small- or big-block Chi 
ENG lig-block Chevy, 
Kit: $3,495 
Т.К: $19,000 
| Total Performance 
| Dept. KC, 400 S. Orchard St., Wallingford, СТ 

06492, 800/243-6740 


Vette-Rod 
CHS: custom rectangular-tube 

FS: independent double A-arm w/coil 
springs and shocks 

RS: Ford 8.8-inch w/coil springs and 
trailing arms 

ENG: Chevy 350 
Kit: $10,995 

Т.К: $24,500 
Vette-Rod 

Dept. KC, 4700 LA Hwy. 
Mandeville, LA 70471, 504/849 


Vintage Porsche Speedster 
WB: 83.5 inches 

WT: 1,650 pounds 

Donor: VW Beetle 

FS/RS: VW Beetle 

ENG: 1,600-1,835cc VW Type I 
Kit: $8,900 е 
Р-А: $13,500 


Vintage 
Dept. KC, 12112 Centralia Rd., Hawaiian 
Gardens, СА 90716, 310/402-4334 


Vintage 550 Spyder 
WB: 88 inches PY 
WT: 1,342 pounds 

5: round-tube space frame 
FS: VW ball joint and torsion bar or 
custom A-arms with coilovers 
RS: VW swing axle with coilovers or 
stam five-link IRS with coilovers 

: 1,600ce to 2.41, VW 

Kit: $9,500 pe" 
Т.К: $17,900 
Vintage Spyders 
Dept. KC, 12112 Centralia Rd., Hawaiian 
Gardens, CA 90716, 310/865-6331 qe 


Volkspares Lolette Beach 
Buggy 

WB: 82.5 inches 

WT: 1200 kg 

CHS: VW Beetle 

Donor: VW Beetle 

FS/RS: VW Beetle 

ENG: all Type I-configured engines 
Kit: $1,650 
Volkspares Group. 
Dept. KC, PO. Box 
CA 92628, 714/515-4220 


— 


Volkspares Porsche 356 
Speedster Replica 
WB: 82.5 inches 
CHS: VW Beetle 
Donor: VW Beetle 
FSIS: VW Beetle 
С: all Type I-configured engines 
Kit: $5,650 gi: 2 
Votkspares Group Ltd 
Dept. KC, PO. Box 1464, Costa Mesa, 
СА 92628, 714/515-4220 


VR Engineering Velo Rossa 
Spyder = 

WB: 90.7 inches 

WT: 2,245 pounds 

Donor: Datsun 2402, 260Z, 2802 
(1970-1980) 

FS: MacPherson fully independent 
RS: Chapman fully independent 
ENG: inline-six Datsun, small-block 
Chevy or Ford, 4.3L Vortec V-6 
(Chevy), Mazda rotary 

Kit: $3,900 

Т.К: $11,500 plus donor 

VR Engineering 

Dept. KC, 2149 E. Fifth. St., Ste. 103, Tempe, 
A 85281, 602/903-3625 


,300 pounds 
Donor: 2, 2907 
(1970-1978) 

FS: MacPherson fully independent. 
RS: Inline-six Datsun, small-block 
Chevy or Ford, 4.3L Vortec V-6 
(Chevy), Mazda rotary 

Kit: $3,900 

Т.К: $11,500 

VR Engineering 

Dept. КС, 2149 E. Fifth St., Ste. 105, Tempe, 
AZ 85281, 602/903-3625 


VR Engineering Subtle Z 

WB: 90.7 inches WT: 2,245 pounds 
Donor: Datsun 2407, 2602, 2802 
FS: MacPherson fully independent 
RS: Chapman fully independent 
ENG: inline-six Datsun, small-block 
Chevy 

Kit: $1,900 

Т-К: $6,000 plus donor 

VR Engineering 

Dept. KC, 2149 E. Fifth St, Ste. 108, Tempe, 
AZ 85281, 6 


WB:90inches WT: 2,500 pounds 
Donor: Datsun 280ZX 1979-1983 
FS: MacPherson fully independent 
RS: Chapman semi-trailing 

ENG: inline-six Datsun, small-block 
Chevy or Ford, 4.3L Vortec V-6 
(Chevy), Mazda rotary 

Kit: $3,900 

Т-К: $11,500 plus donor 

VR Engineering 

Dept. KC, 2149 E. Fifth St., Ste. 108, Tempe, 
AZ 85281, 602/903-3625 


Warp Five Manta GT 
WB: 94 inches 

WT: 2,100 pounds 

CHS: ladder/space frame 
FS/RS: Mustang II, custom double 
A-arm 

ENG: mid-engine V-6 or V.8, Porsche. 


Kit: $11, 995 
P-A: $26,995 
T-K: $37,495 
Warp Five Ine 

Dept. KC 
МО 64014, 616/228. 


ske, Blue Springs, 


Rents 


Warp Five Montage 
WB: 94 inches 

WT: 2,200 pounds 
CHS: ladder/space frame 
FS/RS: Mustang П, double A-arm 
ENG: mid-engine V-6 or V-8, Porsche 
transaxle 
Kit: $8,995 
P-A: $22,495 
1 2,495 


Warp Five Starship 

WB: 132 inches 

WT: 1,075 pounds 

CHS: ladder-style/space frame 
Donor: motorcycle 

FS: Trailing swing arm 

RS: donor cycle 

ENG: 750сс or larger motorcycle 
P-A: $8,995 

т.к: $14,995 

Warp Five Ine, ; 
NT KG 1 NE Rouse, Ble Springs, 
MO 64014, 816/228-2960 


Warlock Phantom VT 

CHS: Fiero modified and stretched 
11 inches 

FS/RS: modified Fiero 

ENG: Fiero or longitudinally mount- 
ed Chevy V-8 with Porsche 914 
transaxle 

Kit: $17,000 

P-A $24,500 plus donor 

Т-К: $42,000 plus donor 

Warlock D 


Warlock Phantom SE 

WB: 104 inches 

WT: 3,050 pounds 

Donor: Pontiac Fiero, chassis 
extended 

FS: independent A-arms and 
coilovers 

RS: independent strut w/lower 
A-arm and coilovers 

ENG: transverse V-6, V-8, longitudi- 
nal V-8 

Kit: $20,000 

Т.К: $48,000 plus donor 

Warlock Designs Ine. 

Dept. KC, 15740 El Prado Rà., Uait B, Chino, 
CA 91710, 909/597-3621 


Warlock Euro SL 

WB: 100.3 inches 

WT: 2,900 pounds 

Donor: Chrysler LeBaron convert- 
ible 

FSIRS: stock 

ENG: stock 

Kit: $3,950 

P-A: $8,450 plus donor 

Т.К: $18,950 plus donor 


Warlock Designs Inc. 
Dept. KC, 18740 El Prado Rd., Unit B, Chino, 


CA 91710, 909/697-3621 KC. 
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TERETI 


Es 


Bennett Automotive Cobra 


WB: 90 inc WT: 2,500 pounds 
CHS: tubular space frame 
h inboard coilovers 
h CV joints 


choice 


ACE Cobra Replica 

WB: 90 inches WT: 2,460 pounds 
CHS: ladder or space frame 

FS: custom A-arms w/adjustable 
Aldan shocks 


B&B Cobra Replica 


CHS: custom 2x4 rectangular steel 

RS: Jaguar or 9-inch Ford with ee aSo 8а Figur 

Aldan shocks FS: Mustang П 

ENG: customer choice RS: 8.8-inch and 9-inch Ford 

Kit: call wicoilovers 

DE call ENG: customer choice 

В Kit: $6,500 

Dept. KC, 21422 Parthenia Ave., Ca 7995, 5 

Е әң Р.А: $7,995-$10,995 = 

CA 91304, 818/885-509 TK call ——— —— }] 
B&B Cobra МЦ. Butler 427 Cobra 


Dept. KC, 9940 Raccoon Rd., Granby, 


WB: 91 in WT: 2,650 pc 
MO 64844, 4174472-3547 i qd 


CHS: custom rectangular-tube 

FS/RS: modified MGB front with 

unequal A-arms; Jaguar rear with 
ldan coilovers 

ENG: big- and small-block Ford or 
hevy 


Kit: $16,900 


AFI 427 Cobra 
WB: 90 inches WT: 2,400 pounds 
CHS: tubular, round, or square 
FS/RS: custom tubular, Corvette brakes 
ENG: V-8 Ford or GM 

Kit: $2,900 

P-A: $11,900 

т.к: $30,000 

American Fiberbodies International 

Dept. KC, PO. Box 726, Xenia, 

ОН 45385, 51373725938 


ept. KC, 
CA 9242 


Big Boys 427 
Cobra Reproduction 
Donor: 86798 5.0 Mustang 

custom 2x4 rectangular steel- 
tube ladder-style ati 
FS/RS: 5.0 Mustang 
ENG: 5.0 Mustang 


Classic Roadsters 427 Cobra 
WB: 94.5 inches WT: 2,575 pounds 
CHS: box-tube ladder-type 


Antique & Collectible Cobra 


KIT: call Donor: Миза: 
mE О inches WT: 2,670 pounds ТК: call FS: Mustang пу т 
ladder-type Big Boys “Affordable Toys" RS: Ford 9-inch four-li 
FS/RS: tubular A-arms, Ford 9-inch Пер. KC, 25 Ped Centro Dr, Unit 111, coilovers 0r e 
ше даа ог Chevy V-8 Brampton, Ontario, Canada 157 5M2, " ENG: Ford 8. 
: $13,995 905/790.7686 E mall- t 
TK: $28,000 small- or big-block V- 


t: $12,995 


Antique and Collectible Autos Inc. КА 


Dept. KC, 35 Dole St, Buffalo, 


НҮ 14210, 800/245-1310 Dept. KC, 1617 Маш Ave., Fargo, 


ND 58103, 80275 
64 KIT CAR d 


Contemporary Classic 289 FIA 
WB: 90 inches WT: 2,300 pounds 
CHS: custom tubul 

Jaguar ХКІ 


Dept. KC, 115 Hoyt Ave 
NY 10543, 914/381-5678 


Contemporary Classic 427 
Cobra Replica 
ches WT: 2,450 poun 
‚ original 


agua 


ENG: Ford or Chevy V- 


ы. 
obra 
WT: 2,350 pounds 


adder-type 


ERA 289 FIA C 
WB: 90 inches 
CHS: box-tube 
FS: custom A-arms with coilovers 
and Camaro spindles 

RS: modified Jaguar XJS 


‚900 
а Automebi 
608.612. 
860: 


RA 427 SC Cobra Replica 
WB: 90 inches WT: 2,550 pounds 
CHS: box-tube ladder-type 
w/X-brace 
FS: custom A-arms w/coilovers 
RS: modified Jaguar XJS 
ENG: Ford or Chevy V-8 
Kit: call 
Т.К: call 
Era Replica Automobiles 
Dept. KC, 606.612. Main St, New Britain, 
ст 06061, 869/224-02 


Dayan House of Cobras i 
Dealer for every type of Cobra avail- 
able, including kits, replicas, and 
originals. Call for specs. 

Т.К: $20,000-$65,000 

Dayan House of Cobras 

Dept. KC, 154 S. Cypress, Orange, 

CA 92866, 714/639-8088 


Everett-Morrison 427-SC 


Cobra 
WB: 90 inches. 


WT: 2,600 pounds 

-tube ladder-type 
HHS: 4-inch round-tube lad 

fs: Mustang II, Corvette, Jaguar, or 

custom A-arms with coilovers 

RS: Mustang, Corvette, Jaguar, or 

Lincoln Mark VIII 

Kit: $14,676 

‘TK: $31,640 

Everett-Morrison Motorcars 

Dept. KC, 5137 W. Clifton St, Tampa, 

FL 33634, 819/887-5885 


Factory Five 
Racing 427 Cobra 


WB: 90 inches WT: 1,875 pounds 
CHS: 4-inch round-tube space frame 
Donor: '87-and-later 5.0 Mustang 
FS: modified 5.0 Mustang with cus- 
tom upper A-arms and coilovers 

RS: modified Ford 8.8-inch live axle 
Kit: $9,900 


К: $22,500 
© Racing 
8 Kendrick Rd., Wareham, 
508/291-3443 


Group Five Cobrette 

WB: 98 inches WT: 2,600 pounds 
Donor: '68-'82 Corvette 

FS: Corvette unequal-length arm 
independent design 

RS: Corvette three-link independent 
system 

ENG: small- or big-block Chevrolet, 
all transmission styles 

Kit: $2,495 


Group Five Ltd. 
Dept. KC, 1025 W. First Ave, Ste. A, Mesa, 


AZ 85210, 602/610-1202 
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7 Lone Star 427-S 
Indy Exotics Cobra Roadster WB: 94 inches WT: 2,500 pounds 
CHS: Corvette or box-tube ladder- СН: 3x3 (a race-ready version is 
type also available) 
FS: Corvette or Mustang II FS: Mustang Ш 
RS: Corvette or Ford 9-inch RS: late-model Mustang 
ENG: Chevy or Ford V-8 ENG: Ford small- or big-block, 


Kit: $8,995 Chevy small-block 
Т.К: $45,000 Lone Star Classics Inc. 
Indy Exotics 


KC, 715 Katy Ва, Ste. 2906, Keller, 
TX 76248, 817/481-5122, 


Dept. KC, 1551 Churchman Ave., Indianapolis, 
IN 46203, 317/784-1119 


Midstates Cobra Replica 
WB: 90 inches WT: 2,700 pounds 
CHS: round- or square-tube ladder- 


Johnex 289 Cobra Replica style 
CHS: tubular space frame FS: Custom A-arms w/coilovers ог 
FS: tubular A-arms w/coilovers late-model Corvette, Jaguar, 
RS: Ford 9-inch with custom links Mustang II 2 - 
ENG: Ford V. RS: 9-inch Ford w/four-bar and 
Kit eall coilovers, Jaguar, late-model 

EK: cal Corvette, Thunderbird 


аа te 
ENG: Ford or , 
Dept KC 26 Ped Canto Dr, Unit 1 ENG: Ford or Chevy small-block or 


Brampton, Ontario, Canada LOTO, На 
зооттон БСО 

Т-К: $39,000 
манне Case Сата Р, 
Dept KC PO. Box 427, Hooper 
NB 031007, адво т? 


WB: 95 inches WT: 2,300 pounds 


arm, unequal-length with 
inboard coilovers 


RS: unequal-length A-arms with out- 


boat and outboard coilovers 
ENG: 289, 302, 351 Ford Windsor 


Т.К: $49,500-plus 
Precision Motorsports Inc. 
Dillon, 
106/683-9286 


Pigeon Performance 427 
Cobra 


WB: 90 inches 
pounds 4 
CHS: 4-inch round-tube w/ X-brace 
FS/RS: Corvette 

ENG: Ford or Chevy small- and big- 
block 

Kit: $5,995 

P. 


WT: 2,200-2,500 


Pigeon Performance 
Dept. KC, 1420 Route 125, Ste. Julienne, 
Quebec, Canada JOK 270, 514/881-2791 


е 
NW Exotics Cobra i 
ei Replica 


:90inehes WT: 2,400 pounds 
CHS: 2x4 boxed-steel ladder-style 


a але 
Johnex 427 Cobra Replica 
CHS: tubular space frame 

FS: tubular A-arms w/coilovers 
RS: Ford 9-inch DeDion w/eustom 


FS: Mustang П 
links RS: Lincoln 
ENG: Ford V-8 ENG: any small- or big-block 
Kit: call Kit: $6,585 
Т.К: call -А: $10,995 
Johnex Cobras Т.К: $22,900 


Dept. KC, 25 Peel Centre Dr., Unit 111, 
Brampton, Ontario, Canada 167 5M2, 
9057907686 


NW Exotics 


Dept. KC, 845 NW Dunbar Ave, #8106, 
Troutdale, OR 97060. 


KIT CAR. 


R U Car Crafters 427SC 


WB: 90 inches 
CHS: backbone 
FS: modified Mustang II 

RS: modified late-model Mustang 


ENG: Ford ог Chevy small- or big- 
block 


Kit: $7,990. 

RU Car Crafters Inc. 

Dept. КО, 2637 S. 177th West Ave., 
Sand Springs, OK 74063, 918/245-1512 


WT: 2,570 pounds 


SMC Cobra Replica 
CHS: box-tube ladder-styl 
monocoque ў 

FS: Mustang w/coilo: 
arms w/inboard сойо) 
RS: Ford 8.8-inch or modified 
Thunderbird 

ENG: customer choice 

Kit: call 

Т.К: call 

Specialty Motor Cars 

Dept. KC, 4656 Bridgewater, Fayetteville, 
AR 72703, 501/443-7072 


rs or rocker 


Sabre Cobra 427 Replica 
WB: 90 inches WT: 2,250 pounds 
CHS: Custom 


FS/RS; modified late-model Corvette 


ENG: small- or big-block 
P-A: $24,750 (rolling chassis) 
Т-К: from $42,750 


Sabre Automotive 


Dept. KC, 895-4 NE Dixie Hwy, Jensen Beach, 


FL 34957, 889/SABRE-96 


Shelby American Cobra CSX 
4000" 


WB: 90 inches WT: 2,500 pounds 
CHS: four-inch round-tube ladder 
frame 

FS: chrome-moly tubular-A-arms 
with coilover shocks 

RS: independent with dual Аали 
aluminum differential housing, anc 
Spicer telescoping halfshafts 

ENG: 427 or 428 Ford V-8 

Kit: $38,900 


rican Tne, 
Dept, KC, 601 S: Rancho Dr, Ste. H-53, 
‘Las Vegas, NV 89106, 702/598-3702 


Superformance 427 S/C and 
Roadster 

WB: 90 inches WT: 2,450 pounds 
CHS: box-tube, ladder-Lype, cross- 
braced 

FS: independent custom A-arms, 
adjustable coilover gas shocks, venti- 
lated 
RS: T-Bird Super Coupe indepen- 
dent, limited-slip 8.8-inch with cus- 
tom A-arms, billet-chrome-moly 
axles, adjustable coilovers, vented 
discs 

ENG: Ford 351, 427/428, 460 
P-A: $32,800 

TK: $39,500 

Superformance Cobras 

For a distributor or dealer, 

call ВКВЛЧЕЧЕСОВВА 


Unique Motorcars 289 FIA/ 
427 SC Replicas " 
WB: 90 inches WT: 2,400 pounds 
FS: custom tubular A-arms, rack- 
ARES IRS with custom trailing 
ENG: small- or big-block Ford or 
Chevy 

Kit: $8,995 

P-A: $20,710 

т.к: $38,995 


Unique Motorears 
Dept. КС, 230 E. Broad St., Gadsden, 
‘AL 35903, 205/546-8708 


Warlock 427 Cobra Replica 


WB: 90 inches WT: 2,400 pounds 
CHS: ladder 

FS/RS: independent with disc. 
brakes; four-link Ford 9-inch 
ENG: small- or big-block Ford or 
Chevy 

Kit: $9,995 

P-A: $12,995 

Т.К: $25,000 

Warlock Designs Inc. 

Dept. KC, 15740 E] Prado КА, Unit B, Chino, 
CA 91710, 909/597-9621 


West Coast Cobra 
WB: 96 inches WT: 2,850 pounds 
CHS: monocoque (road racing style) 
#5: independent 
RS. inch four-barink solid-axle 
ENG: most GM or Ford 
P-A: $21,950 
"EK: $35,000 plus engine and trans- 
mission 
fest Coast Ine. 
фен KG өле 16 Mile Rod, Sering една, 
MT 48812, 519367274 KC 
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Scotty, Fire Up the Main 
Engine and Prepare for 
Warp Speed 


alling all Trekkies! Do yo 
thoughts and dreams of swooping 
through the universe, blowing up bat- 
tle fleets and galaxies? According to 
Chief Rick Murphy, Star Fleet 
Headquarters has declassified and 
я for sale the Tryon Fighter i 
de activated form, The Tryon Viper has been favored asa 
fortunately, the Vipers deep epa Реве сайн, but 
ely, space trav i 
ave diminished The good news tite been made eva 
е as an earthbound Ground Cruising Vehicle. Finall 
ou can cruise the planet Earth in a vehicle Бебе 
pace command. aes 
This three-wheeled, VW- i 
UE oE Ree MORI acute асн 
built the first Tryon Viper for fun. Fro 
орава it’s one wild machine, re 
ofthe strangest trips you're ever me 
anise’ first Tryon Viper was built of plywood and glas 
and as his everyday driver, He drove the Viper fo 
years while he continued to refine its shape and design. 
Wherever it went, reaction to the Viper was exceptional, 


inally, 
Е your 


ї cruiser is the 
several years ago, 
m any point on the 


Rick decided to make a set of molds and sell his creations. 


реа: two kits were sold and Rick built himself 
sooth ис then other customer cars followed. The Viper 
see here is Rick’s third personal vehicle. 


9 body y design features tandem two-place seating with 
Бе yai r sitting in the rear. The body is built around 
сне main section with a separate top and trunk 
неси e he frame is glassed into the body with 
пра then built in to help form a one-piece, 
и е front hood and wheel covers are also se} 
Pieces. Because of its three-wheeled chassis, the 


Viper is registered and licensed as a motorcycle. 


The top is used f Ј 
an advanced F-16 fighter be vet and operates just like 


fighter jet, tili 

an advan Jet, tilting up with a 

hydraulic rams ‘powered by a p denm 

from a hidden Ган ишы ыт ы 

ael deincbes high, the Viper offers a tiny profile. To 
it visible to other drivers, Rick has equipped 


PHOTOGRAPHY DAVID FETHERSTON 


it with dual headlights in the nose and two more set 
back in the rear fenders. 

The Tryon Viper uses a custom-made mild steel chassis 
that's designed with a 1 x3-inch rectangular tube at the 
beltline for crash protection. This Viper's weight is 1,400 
pounds, it's 15-foot Linch long, 46 inches high, and 76 
inches wide at the rea 

Rick had melded in a VW Type II IRS transaxle using 
the VW torsion bars for the rear. A single front wheel is 
supported by a trailing arm and coilover shock for the 
front suspension. The steering is accomplished via a VW 
steering box and custom drag link to the 8x18-inch front 
wheel. Braking is only in the rear wheels using а set of 
standard VW drums. 

To make the car as convenient as possible to drive, Rick 
used one of the semi-automatic VW Borg-Warner three 
speed transmissions. It's powered by an 1,835cc VW flat- 
motor from a Type Ш. It runs dual Solex carburetors and 
а modified electrical set using а 60-amp Nippon alterna- 
tor to help support the heavy-duty electrical system Rick 
built into his Viper. 

In keeping with its sci-fi 


looks, Rick built up an appro: 


priate whiz-bang electrical system. The Viper uses 16 
fused circuits with all the lights and electrical functions 
controlled by 19 microswitch-activated relays. To start the 
Viper, a five-digit code must be entered on a keypad—a 
cool touch for this machine. a 
The dash looks like an aircraft panel with its artificial 


horizon for climb and bank, electronic compass, and time 


and distance computer. It also features a mass of lights 
engine rpm, 


with LED bar graphs for speed, oil pressure, n 
voltage, and fuel level. The sound system and CB radio 
are operated from the rear seat, along with a backup com- 
Puter and electrical controls. 

Rick has made sure that plenty of airflow enters the 
Tryon Viper. To do this, he designed a system of fresh air 
intake that directs the flow to both the front and rear seats 
with a two-speed blower fan. The original VW heater box 


SOURCE 

Glass Masters 
Dept. KC 

155 West 7th Place 
Mesa. AZ 85203 
602/655-0715 


heating system is used to heat the cabin in winter. 

Its a machine that speaks a different language from 
every angle, From the rear it looks like a mainframe com- 
side, a land speed racer; from the nose, 
е something that just zoomed in from a sci-fi movie set; 
yet it also has the lines of a small power boat. 

Its different, fun, and attracts a crowd like few things 
that roll on wheels can, Rick Murphy is living a dream, 
owning and building this wild machine. Maybe this is the 
vehicle to take you on a journey to find the fabled 


Fountain of Youth. 
Scotty, fire up the main engines and prepare for warp 


speed. KC 


че 


Working on America’s Space Station, This Guy's Car 
Had То be Out of This World 


by JOE Greeves 


PHOTOGRAPHY JOE GREEVES 


- Winner: 1997 A.H.A. Best of Sho 
х Н.А. w 
Winner: 1997 A.H.A. Spectators’ Choice 


D UT > 
кра. 2.976 FINANCING ON ALL KITS!!! 


PHANTOM VT 


This exquisite exotic is designed for the true enthusiast 
allowing a multitude of engine variations including the 
longitudinally mounted V-8 and 914 Trans. 

The complete kit comes with D.O.T. approved curved 
glass, all custom built hinges, locks, grills, VDO 

necessary parts for completion. gauges, prehung doors and complete instructions. 
Body Packages Starting at $42000.00 Body Packages Starting at 
ONLY $9900.00!! ONLY $6900.00!!! 


WARLOCK DESIGNS 


15740 EI Prado Rd. Unit B. 
Chino, СА 91710 


This is the only natural progression in our line of high 
quality hand crafted exotics and can accept the same 
engine options as the legendary phantom VT. It 
features a functional center wing and the complete kit 
comes to you with prehung doors and all of the 


Fax (909) 597-7183 
website: http;//www.ifgonline.com. 


(909) 597-3621 
e-mail WARLOCKUSA@aol.com 


Home of the #1 Selling Kits in the World 


Celebrating 21 years of Award Winning Quality you can count on!! 


LIMITED OFFER! 
INTERCEPTOR 5000S 


Body ond accessories which includes 38 items (Моя of any on the market) 
Now will also indude pre-hung doors—Locks and latches installed 
Inner door brace and door shock mounted 
Also billet aluminum lower shock mount induded!!! 


$6500 only $5000 
ишы = 


LIMITED OFFER!!! 
INTERCEPTOR 25th 


Body ond which includes 38 items (Most of any on the marke!) 
"а vil eo inde pre hung doors—Locks and latches installed 
Inner door brace ond door shock mounted 
Also billet aluminum lower shock mount induded!! 


$9400 only $8400 


(909) 597-4110 
fax (909) 597-7183 
Website http://www.ifgonline.com. 


15740 El Prado Rd. 
Chino, CA 91710 
e-mail: IFGEXOTICS@aol.com 


IT AIN'T ROCKET SCIENCE 


aybe it's a connection to his job, but Ron 

Musing really enjoys driving something out 

of this world! You see, he works as a 
Teledyne structural analyst on the space station pro- 
ject. So to him, out of this world has a slightly dif- 
ferent definition than what we might expect. 

Ron’s 485hp custom Corvette “Captain America 
won the 1984 Alabama World Of Wheels. The 
Corvette—that's still in the family after 20 years— 
was judged one of the top 10 Vettes in the country. 
| After being recognized at the pinnacle, Ron was 
| ready for а new challenge, something that was com- 

pletely different. He had built dozens of customs in 
the past including an overly long (three years) pro- 
Ject assembling a Valkyrie kit car. He wanted anoth- 
er kit, but this time, older and wiser, he surveyed the 
market carefully. 

A friend told him about the exotic Адто body 
designed for the Pontiac Fiero. Produced by the 
Contender Car Company of Racine, Wisconsin, the 
car has been on the market in limited quantities for 
about five years, Contender has recently moved into 
newer, larger facilities, and with its increased pro- 


The Fiero’s gas fill was customized 
s so thi 
the rear didn't have to be lifted to fuel i 


Access to the gas cap Is through 
door above the fender. “ЧАШ 


72. кїт CAR 


Nothing much changed in the forward compartment. A 
gas-assist strut was added to help lift the front clip. 


Open wide. The Aldino's front and rear clips pro- 
Yide plenty of access to the trunk, gas fill, and 

engine compartment. The clips are 

electronic remotes j үр 


duction capability, has begun advertisi i 
duction capably gun advertising the kit nationally 

When Ron first saw the basic kit ($6,500) he was immedi- 
ately impressed. "You could see the quality while it was still 
ihe dear tel After seeing an assembled version he clinched 
sedes] and had one shipped to his home in Huntsville, 


As with most of the current Fiero rebody kits on the mar- 
ket, assembly begins by removing everything but the roof of 
the donor car. Ron bought a brand new’87 Fiero GT then put 
about 80,000 miles on it before stripping it for the conversion. 
Aldino body panels include a fiberglass front hood and a 
door skins, rocker panels, the 

k and bumper, and inner sup- 
and ‘he metal component pack- 
апе linkage rods, and more). 
ihe factory info says that the kit слее 
about 70 hours. Ron says the fit and finish were superb. 


The cabin of the Fiero was freshened and updated with 
new upholstery, door panels and burlwood trim on the 
dash and glove box. A Euro-style gated shifter was 


Я ine were ported and 
2.81 sw added to transform the 135hp stocker into roin 


The heads of t 
IRM turbocharger system a 
a 225hp screamer. 


Although he took a leisurely approach, he finished 
his 64-piece Basic Build kit in about seven months. 
The assembly process was straightforward and Коп 
made only a few changes along the way. The origi- 
nal design called for tilting the 120-pound rear clip 
to fill the gas tank. He redesigned the Fiero gas cap 
into the body to allow for filling up without lifting 
up. He also adapted a pair of heavy-duty gas struts 
to assist in raising the one-piece rear clip. Struts, 
glass, lights, weatherstripping, upholstery, medal- 
lions, and more are supplied in Contender's 
upgrade, the Custom Build kit ($8,995). 

Factory turnkey prices range from $26,000 to 
$50,000 depending on options. Among the list of 
options for the Master Build or Factory Cars are 
handling packages, rear wing, rear wheelwell 
inserts, leather interior, T-top roof, Targa top, 
engine upgrades and CD player. 

Like all space station guys, Ron wasn't content to 
just put a kit together. He estimates he spent about. 
1,000 hours building the Aldino and adding several 
of his own touches to customize the rig. He added an 
electric rear-clip release, remote gas door opener, 
and remote front hood release to the project. The 
engine bay got some special treatment as well. Ron 
ported and polished the heads to the stock 2.8L V-6 
and except for the addition of an IRM turbocharger 
system, left the engine in its stock configuration. 
What began as a 135hp stocker now churns out in 
excess of 225 hp. 

Ron's kit was shipped with a sandable primer gel- 
coat finish. He had a local body shop shoot the Fiero 
Bright Red paint. He added a full leather interior 
and custom exhaust, а performance chip, and other 
goodies. The five-speed Getrag 
transmission and Euro shift kit get 
the power to the ground. 

The completed car is still no 
match for his fire-breathing 
Corvette or the space station, but 
it's clearly following the pattern of 
outrageous cars. Ron's custom 
Aldino recently captured First 
Place in the Specialty Car Class, at 
the Huntsville World of Wheels, 
and doubtless that's just the begin- 
ning of its trophy run. KC 


SOURCE 
Contender Car Co., 
Dept. KC 

5339 Chestnut Dr. 
polished and an CRacine, WI 53402 
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Debunking Some of the Myths About 
Component Cars 
By Harold Pace 


This Willys kit sports a big-block Chevy with injection and nitrous, yet is driven on 


the street. Thi 
technological inferiority. 


'ou've heard it before. Some 

would-be expert in a tinfoil 

jacket walks by a $55,000 
Ford GT-40 replica, curls his lip in a 
sneer, and utters those notorious 
words we hate to hear, "It's just a kit 
car.” The ultimate putdown. 

Amainstream car magazine 

recently damned the Dodge Viper by 
saying that “the interior is like a kit- 
car.” Lately, any mark of sloppy 
workmanship, inferior design, or me- 
too styling has been unfairly deemed 
as characteristic of the kit car 
world—as if Studebaker Avantis, 
Jaguar XKEs and 505 Ferraris were 
paragons of workmanship. Anyway, 
there are plenty of myths, both pro 
and con, about kit cars. We're going 
to revisit some kit cliches with an 
aim to casting a favorable light on 
our favorite hobby. 


MYTH I: Kit 
Mado it Cars Are Badly 


“It was pretty nasty. Looked like a 
kit car.” 

Comparatively few kit cars are 
sold in turnkey condition. The major- 
ity are built by their owners or by 
professional mechanics. Thus, some 
are breathtaking and others are the 
Pits. It's odd that critics will remem- 


is hardly evidence of a cost-cutter approach or an indication of 


ber the rough Gazelle built by a des- 
titute kid as his first project, but for- 
get about the Grand Sport replica 
that trophies every time it’s shown. 
Its a matter of selective perception: 
You find what you're looking for. 

FACT: Many kit cars are assem- 
bled as well or better than an Acura 
or Lexus (i.e. pretty darn good), and 
better than a Corvette. The trick is to 
start with a quality kit, farm out the 
parts you can't do to a high standard, 
and take your time on the rest, 
Remember, once the car is built and 
on the road, it ceases to be a kit and 
Joins the world of real cars. 


MYTH 2: Replicas Are No 
Match for the Original 

"No kit's going to keep up with a 
real Lambo.” 

Not true. If you're talking perfor- 
mance and usability, there's no rea- 
son a kit can't compete with any car 
it's replicating. As the old slogan 
goes, "Speed costs. money, how fast do 
you want to go?" You can build a 
Cobra replica that will outrun and 
outhandle an original Cobra. We've 
shown that in the past. You can build 
a Countach replica that will hit a 
top-end higher than a real Lambo, 
and with a third of the mechanical 


Which is real? A kit can be made to run 
as fast—and as well as any exotic. (The 
dark car is an original Lambo). 


heartaches. In 1978, a street-driven 
Kelmark GT flew a blistering 202.7 
mph and scorched the quarter-mile 
in 10 seconds flat at 135 mph. It was 
powered by a 737hp all-aluminum 
big-block Chevy that would break the 
budget of many race teams. 
Considering that a four-valve 
Countach churns out 455 hp.... You 
do the math 
On the other hand, it’s pretty 

easy to make a Ferrari 308 replica 
faster than а real Ferrari. A 350 V-8 
swap will deliver more than the 
230 hp that four-valve 308s have. 
Considering the low value of 3085 
these days ($20,000-$30,000), you 
could spend more than that on a 
Fiero, the rebody kit, engine swap, 
trim, wheels, and suspension/brake 
rework 

FACT: You can make a kit car go 
as fast as you like, that's how race 
cars are developed, but it could get. 
expensive. 


MYTH 3: Kit Cars Will Never 
Be Classics 

“What's this kit car doing ina 
classic car show?" 

There are numerous kit cars that 
are considered to be classics by the 
Milestone Car Society of California. 
These include the Glasspar, 
Scorpion, Woodill Wildfire, and 
Devin sports cars. While modern car 
enthusiasts may eschew а 52. 
Woodill today, they should remember 
that most cars of that era had mar- 
ginal weatherproofing, inadequate 
ventilation and loads of orange peel 
in the paint. The large number of 
over-restored cars that appear at 
shows gives false impressions of 
what these cars were like when new. 
Many kit detractors have never dri- 
ven a gutless six-banger Vette or a 
nose-heavy, brakeless two-seater 
"Bird. It’s important to compare older 
kits against production cars of the 
same era. 

Also, many racing cars were sold 
in kit form since no self-respecting 
racing team would compete with a 
car which they had not taken down 
to the bare frame, inspected and 


PHOTOGRAPHY: HAROLD PACE 


This Kurtis 500 continuation car is 
already a classic. Original Kurtis race 
and street cars were usually available 
in kit form. 

modified to their specifications. 
Great race car manufacturers like 
Lister, Kurtis, and Lotus frequently 
sold kits, and they are highly sought 
after by collectors today. 

FACT: Kit cars with strong, orig 
inal designs, particularly those 
that have their own chassis or that 
were offered in turnkey form, have 
good odds of becoming classics, as 
many already have. This does not 
necessarily mean they'll be worth a 
lot of money. 


MYTH 4: Fiberglass Is 
Inferior to Metal 

“My brother's friend's ex- 
friend's uncle had a Corvette, and it 
got hit on a real cold day and the 
fiberglass body just exploded! 

Now is the time to consign all 
those fragile-fiberglass fables to the 
auto-mythology book along with the 
story about the $25 Cadillac a widow 
sold, then gave the money to her late 
husband’s mistress, just like he said 
to do in the will. à 

Fiberglass is about twice as strong 
as steel, pound for pound, but it's 
less stiff and must be reinforced. It 
won't dent like metal, but will break 
if the impact is hard enough. It can't 
explode, but will burn unless non- 
flammable resin is used. 

Its easier to fix than steel (much 
easier than aluminum), and the. 
repair can be stronger than before. 
Metal, on the other hand, becomes 
more brittle each time it's reworked 
and can crack. 

Fiberglass is used for kit car con- 
struction because even relatively 
inexperienced workers can mold it 
into complex shapes. Its ideal for 
short production runs due to the low 
cost of molds versus the high cost o 
steel presses and dies. It’s easy for 
amateurs to customize with scoops, 
wheel flares, and so on, whereas alu- 
minum must be formed by experi- 
enced craftsmen. The premium for 
an aluminum body on a Cobra repli- 
са will typically run $20,000 or more 
over the cost of a fiberglass body. 

Residents of northern climates 


really appreciate the non-rusting 
properties of fiberglass. Aluminum 
will corrode, particularly when it’s 
attached directly to steel. 

FACT: Fiberglass is at least as 
good a body panel material as steel. 
Its cheaper to tool up for a short pro- 
duction run, keeping the cost of the 
kit lower, and easier and cheaper to 
repair. Aluminum is vastly overrated; 
it's only advantage being that it's 
lighter than steel. Keep in mind that 
properly molded fiberglass requires 
correct lay-up procedures and care of 
the molds to assure strong structure 


MYTH 5: All Kit Cars Are 
Based On Outdated 
Volkswagons 

“Yeah, those kit cars are just old 
VW's with fancy bodies.” 

There was a time when the majori- 


" 7 е pe 
This Cobra replica is all-aluminum with a premium price 
Alloy bodies are harder to repair, prone to cracking, and parts 


will not interchange. 
ty of kit cars were dune buggies 
based on the VW chassis. This was 
because they were cheap, readily 
available, sturdy, had a separate 
rame, and could be easily modified 
for more performance. There are now 
hundreds of parts 

suppliers making 
great add-ons that 
modernize the VW. 
The latest VW 
turbo mills are 
generating over 
275 hp in street 
form. With one of 
these puppies 
dropped into a 
Speedster replica 
or a Blaze, you 
have a daily driver 
that doesn't have 
to apologize to 
anyone. 

On the other 
hand, compara- 
tively few modern 
kits are designed 
around the vener- 
able V-Dub. Most 
new kits are 
either V-8 jobs 


market is today. 


Fiero rebodies like these and Cobras are where most of the 


with tube chassis (Cobra, Grand 
Sport) or Fiero rebodies. 

FACT: The kit car industry has 
come a long way from dune buggy 
days. The VW platform remains a 
viable basis for a modern kit car, 
and with some exhaust tuning it 
doesn't have to sound like a Volks. 


MYTH 6: Kit Car Companies 
Are Crooks 

“Man, all those guys are fly-by- 
night operators.” 

Due to the disappearance of sever- 
al litigation-ridden, high-profile kit 
car companies, the industry at large 
has been saddied with the image of 
being a bunch of unscrupulous oper- 
ators. As in any industry, there are 
enough crooks and heroes to go 
around. For every company with 
high-pressure sales staffs and long 
backorders, 
there's a great 
one with an excel- 
lent product and 
an army of satis- 
fied customers 
The trick is to do 
your research so 
you can tell the 
difference. 

FACT: The kit 
car industry is no 
more corrupt than. 
any other, but that 
doesn't mean it's 
squeaky clean. The responsibility of 
finding a reputable company is up to 
you. Do your research, visit the fac- 
tory, and talk to previous customers. 
Don't make a myth-stake! KC 
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The Eagle Soars 

Туе been an avid reader of Kit Car 
for many years and need some 
advice on two cars I own. The first 
car is а 76 Porsche 914 chassis with 
а Ferrari Dino replica kit made by 
Eagle in the early 1980s. I want to 
put in a Chevy V-8 to replace the 
four-cylinder and buy a functional 
wing for the rear deck. The second 
car is a '71 Alfa Romeo Spyder. I 
would like to put a whale-tail on the 
rear decklid and am interested in 
front and rear wheel flares, 


David Larison 
Early, lowa 


The V-8 in a 914 trick has been 
around a long time and the main play- 
E де: 

), Kennedy Engineered 
Products (805/272-1147), ae 
Renegade Hybrids (909/307-2150), 
You have several options on the 
transaxle, starting with the stock 914 
(Type 901) tranny. It’s good up to about 
300 hp, and the ratios are okay for V-8 
use. If you use it hard or exceed 300 


KIT TECH 


BY THE EDITORS 


hp, you will 
need to move up. 
to the 911 (Type 


ир to 500 hp, 
but the ring 
gear must be 
flipped to the 
other side of the 
pinion shaft. 
This can be 
done by 
Renegade along 
with changing to a taller final drive 
ratio of 3.1:1 that works better with 
torquey V-8s. For even higher power 
outputs, the later (1987 and up) 911 
transaxle (Type G-50) and the 911 
Turbo (G50-50) tranny can be used, 
but the drawbacks are they must be 
mounted upside down, the ratios are 
not ideal, and the cost is pretty hefty 
All tranny variations are available 
from Renegade. 

To adapt the transaxles to a V-8, 
custom conversion parts are needed. A 
special engine adapter, custom clutch 
components, high torque starter, and 
other parts are required. Renegade 
uses modified Porsche clutches with 
carbon-fiber facings. Kennedy has 
three clutch [flywheel options, depend- 
ing on the power output of your engine 
and the size of your budget. For maxi 
тит reliability, the Porsche 911 
starter is best replaced with a special 


starter with more torque. 

In addition to the parts included 
with the kits there are other items to 
Purchase, including a radiator, stiffer 
suspension springs, and miscella- 
neous hoses. Simpson estimates 8-10 


hours to swap the motor, and another 
80-100 hours to finish out details like 
cutting cooling holes in the body and 
wiring the electric fans. A basic kit 
from Simpson costs in the $1,500 
range and the other bits can run 
another $1,500. Be aware that you 
will need to upgrade your brakes, 
tires, and suspension to go with the 
increased power. 

For the rear wings, try D&R 
Replicars (610/847-2188). The wing 
used on their Deceptor model is 
adjustable for the spacing of the 
pedestals so that it can be custom-fit 
to your car. А kit of the pieces that 
make a wing is $395. Another option 
is the aluminum spoiler kit made by 
Moroso (PN78740). It's 57 inches long 
by 12 inches wide and comes with 
struts and fasteners for $229. It can 
be trimmed to fit. Wings West 
(800/222-6995 or 714/722-9995) sells 
over 400 different spoiler styles that 
might be adaptable to your cars. For 
the Alfa flares, you're probably going 
to have to make your own or modify a 
set made for another сат. 


Light My Fiero 

Tve been reading Kit Car for only a 
little while but I enjoy it a lot. Г know 
the question of boosting the power of 
а Fiero has been asked а thousand 
times, but I was wondering what I 
could do to give myself a little extra 
horsepower without going broke; 1 
can't afford to rebuild or replace my 
engine right now. I also want to 
know, for future reference, how much 
should it cost to turbocharge my 
2.8L? I have catalogs from a couple of 
your regular advertisers, and the 
turbo kits seem to cost about $3,000 
to $4,000 depending on the amount 
of horsepower they say they'll deliver. 
Is hp-per-dollar a cost-efficient way 
to increase power? 


Mark Weinberg 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
Canada 
Before you start modifying any 
engine for more power, make sure the 
engine is healthy. Adding power to a 
tired motor will only hasten its 
demise. Your options with the 2.8 are 
limited. Hypertech (901/382-8888) 
makes a Power Chip for this motor 
which improves throttle response (and 
shifting in the automatic), but not 
Power output. K&N makes a replace- 


ant air filter which is an improve 
Be o egular paper flrs bos nok 
enough for you to feel the difference. 
About the only hop-up parts on the 
snarket are cams from Crane 
(904/258-6174). The Compucam 2020 
(PN254112) is for the automatic and 
gives improved torque, but по more 

ower. Compucam 2030 (PN254122) 
$s for the manual box and gives more 

ower above 2,500 rpm. Neither one is 
а radical bumpstick and each should 
be right at home in a street machine. 
The retail price is around $160. 

‘Another reasonable mod is to punch 
your existing 2.8 out to 3.1 with a 
‘stroker kit. One is sold by Pisa Corp. 
(602 1376-1550) for $1,000 for the 
automatic or $1,200 for the manual. 
This includes timing gears and chain, 
adjustable fuel pressure regulator. 
(pre-set), regulator adjustment tool, 
new balanced flywheel or flexplate, 
performance crankshaft, rod and 
main bearings, six Hypereutetic pis- 


tons with chrome-moly rings, and 
instructions. It's balanced but you'll 
need to have your rods balanced too. 
Be aware that you'll need to buy gas- 

kets and other parts and perhaps 

ve some machine work done. This 
kit ups power from the stock 140 hp to 
165 hp. With a hotter cam (also avail- 
able from Pisa), you can get up to 190- 
210hp. If you're on a budget this 
makes more sense than a turbo hit 
since you'll want to rebuild your stock 
engine before subjecting it to the 
stresses of a turbo anyway. 

Later, you can turbo or supercharge 
your 3.1 for even more beans. A V-8 
‘swap will, however, produce compara- 
ble power with more tractability and 
quicker response with the drawback 
ofa little added weight. If youre a 
techie and understand the theory 
behind turbocharging and engine 
management, turbos are great. If you 
just want more punch, you oughta 
have a V-8. 


Wire Wheel 
Swap 
Туе owned a Jag 
XK 120 kit for eight 
years, The running 
gear is based on a 
"76 Pinto. The wheel 
mounting studs are 
the standard four- 
stud, 4¥-inch bolt 
circle, 
I currently have 
14x6 chrome wheels 
with American 
Racing wire baskets. 
They look too small 
for the car (the origi- 
nal Jag had 600/16 
tires), Also, the tires 
are about 1 inch outside the fender 
edge. The tires hit the fenders when I 
drive over hard bumps. I'd like to go 
to 15x5-inch rims that fit the Pinto 
Pattern so I can use 
BFGoodrich 640-15 tires. I want to 
retain the wire-wheel look. 


Can you point me in the rig! 
direction to find a chrome wheel that 
will accept a wire-wheel basket or ап. 
actual wire wheel that can be adapt- 
ed to the Pinto bolt configuration? 


Edwin Hill 
San Jose, CA 


To our knowledge, there are по 
standard мен 15 rch rims that have 
that bolt pattern. Adapters that 
change the bolt pattern will add too 
much offset for your fenders and most 
aftermarket custom steel wheels are 
Wider than 5 inches to fit the current 


wide, low-profile tires. You are, howeu- 
nie luck onthe rire hee front, 

layton Wheels Products makes cus 
ра taire in any width and bolt pat- 
tern for kit cars. Its tech people gave 
us two options for 15x5-inch wide 
wheels. One is a bolt-on version and 
the other has a knock-off adapter that 
bolts to the hub and allows the use of 
real two- or three-eared knock-offs. 
Due to your fender clearance prob- 
lems, they recommended using а 
bead-laced wheel which gives less off- 
set to the outside. The bolt-on wheel 
has a flat hub cover and can be fitted 
with Jag emblems. The distributor in 
California is British Wire Wheel 
(800/732-9866) who quoted us a price 
of $1,250 a set for the chrome-plated 
bolt-ons, or $950 for a set of painted 
ones. The knock-off adapters add from 
3300 to $400 a set, Turn around time 
is 8-12 weeks. 
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Insulating Headers Made Easy! 


The all new High-Velocity Exhaust 
Jackets” are simple to install and can 
be placed on factory or aftermarket 
headers. Reduces under-hood tempera- 
ture up to 70%. Increases horsepower 
and fuel efficiency. Jackets withstand 
temperature up to 2000 

an i) covers 22* each pin 

ih coves 22* ot each par 

Call today for a distributor near you, oF to 

recieve your free brochure on the complete 
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Invaded Invader 

Could you please let me know 
what kind of kit is shown in these 
pictures, I don't have any idea who 
made it and can't find any informa- 
tion about the car. The doors were 
stolen, as were the headlight cov- 
ers. I'm trying to get parts but 
don’t know where to go. Thanks for 
your help. 


Michael Waterhouse 
Chetek, WI 


You're in luck on two counts, We 
know what your car is and where 
to get doors! It's an Invader СТ 


Stylish Stylus 


ази fu disais (од ndo aes od 


built by Autokit Alameda, 
California, in the 1970s. Company 
owner Bruce Weeks designed the 
VW-based kit car while in college 
and sold kits in both the United 
States and Europe. The basic kit 
(minus the doors) sold for $695 in 
1973 and the deluxe kit (with plexi 
doors, upholstery, seats, and 
hinges) was an additional $200. 
The windshield is from a VW 
Karmann Ghia. The Invader was 
featured in the Oct. 73 issue of 
Popular Mechanics and the July 72 
Road & Track. The doors and some 
other parts are available from Sun 
Ray Products (612/780-0774). 


Tam in a quandary over a kit car named the Sylva Stylus which i 

‘imported from England by Sylva Autokits. Pm still тестер 8 о Ве 
of two Vettes that suffered from short batte 
worthless mufflers, lack of power and tracti 


m still recovering from ownership 
ry life, three failed alternators, 
ion, weak chassis, and cracked bod- 


jes, inadequate differential bearings 
faded paint, splitting seatcovers, leak- 
ing window seals...and so on. It was 
enough to make anyone buy a Ford. 
Тт in need of your expertise as to 
engine choice (Mazda? Fiat?), wheel 
size, need for limited slip, traction 
bars, and other matters. I'm a well- 
satisfied subscriber and would love to 
read an article on this beautiful саг. 


George Wolschen III 
Address withheld 


The Stylus is a great-looking 
design from prolific kit designer 
Jeremy Phillips. It uses a semi-mono 
coque chassis that's very rigid and 
provides excellent handling. 
Unfortunately, the proposed 
American distributor has declined to 
carry these kits. The distributor 
expressed reservations about the 
amount of work needed to complete 
the hit and the availability of key 
‘components. The donor car is the 
rear-wheel-drive English Ford Escort, 
not the front-wheel-drive one sold 
here. If you should decide to import 
the car yourself, beware that it's not 
even as refined as your late, unla- 
‘mented Corvettes. It’s a quick, basic, 
wind-in-the-face sports car for week- 
end fun, not a daily driver under 
most circumstances. The kit is 
designed to take four-cylinder Ford ог 
Fiat engines, but the Mazda rotary 
would be a great choice. Its light, 
powerful, cheap, and available from 
wrecked RX-7s. The Ford 2L would 
be another good choice as it too is. 
inexpensive and well served by the 
aftermarket industry. Beware of the 
Fiat 124 mill. Its a great engine and 
capable of producing a lot of power, 
but you'll need a Fiat expert to service 
it and find parts. Recommended. 
Wheel size is 14x6-inch wide. A limit- 
ed slip would be nice, especially for 
autocrossing (where this car would 
really fly), but be prepared to pay 
about a grand for one that fits. The 
Stylus has two suspension options: an 
Escort live rear axle with a Panhard 
Tod or an independent system using с 
Ford Sierra differential. Neither. 
would be likely to need traction bars. 
We would recommend building it by 
the book and taking advantage of the 
manufacturer's experience since й has 
been very successful in English kit 
car racing. 


Exausting Power 

As an avid reader of your maga- 
zine, Tve turned to it for advice on. 
finding and customizing the Cobra 
kit car of my dreams. I am looking 


for a manufacturer of a Cobra kit 
that has a roomy cockpit and who 
can adapt the exhaust system to a 
rear exhaust (such as Autokraft 
offers) instead of the side pipes. Do 
you know of one that would work 
with a 427SC body and small-block? 


Alex T. Pringle 
Oxnard, СА 


We recently looked over а Cobra 
replica powered by a Buick Grand 
National V-6 turbo engine. It was 
based on a kit by Everett-Morrison. 
and had a single 3-inch exhaust pipe 
that exited under the driver's seal 
Basically, most Cobra replicas can be 
adapted to rear exhaust but you'll 
probably lose some ground clearance. 
You will need to have some pipes bent 
or you can buy pre-bent tubing and 
weld it yourself. Due to heat buildup 
from the pipes running under the 
floor, it's a good idea to wrap them 
with thermal material, particularly 
if they're near fiberglass. For a roomy 
cockpit, look for kits with long wheel- 
bases. Most have a 90-inch wheelbase 
which is the same as the original. 
Others are stretched to give more 
footroom. Check out our buying guide 
in this issue, Some longer kits are 
made by Classic Roadsters (94.5 
inches), Indy Exotics (98 inches), 
Group Five, Ltd. (98 inches), 
Precision Motorsports (95 inches), 
ang West Coast Inc. (96 inches) 


Desert Storm 

I've been subscribing to car mags 
for quite a long time, and I like your 
mag even better than the others 
because it can help me build a car 
myself. But the problem is that I'm. 
here in Kuwait, and my place to 
work on cars is in the Philippines. I 
work as an upholstery technician. 
and have ample experience in fiber- 
glassing. And please place my name 
and information regarding my work 
in your column. Anyone who hires 
me will not be disappointed. ГЇЇ do 
whatever is necessary to make the 
work 100 percent well done I would 
naturally also use the aid of your 
wonderful magazine. 


Blof A. Atun 

Kuwait International Airport 
(Kasco WZ/WP),P.O. Box 394 
Safat, Kuwait 


And we thought it was a hassle to 
have to work in a detached garage. 
Man, commuting to the Philippines 
to work on a hit would be a killer on 
the travel budget. Good luck. Ke 
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WHEEL ADAPTERS 


ADAPTERS MADE TO ORDER 
момата LUG COMBINATIONS 


Aoi Bet Зов Macr 
Атаја S00 Fence) 


ADAPTERS, 
9109 E. GARVEY AVE DEPT. KC 
(818) 572-0938. ROSEMEAD СА 91770 
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ON 


iac al 


on the A/C or heater, and lock or 
unlock the doors—all by remote. 
These kits will work with most facto- 
ry and aftermarket alarm and key- 
less systems and have a safety start 
feature which prevents your car 
from being driven until a key is put 
in the ignition. Each kit includes the 
safety start, remote activation, pro- 
grammable run time, and detailed 


Big Block Boys 


is available as either a partial 
engine or complete. The base kit 
| includes а performance roller 


cast aluminum valve covers. The 
deluxe version starts 
kit and adds ignition, distributor, 
aluminum manifold with CNC- 


plugs with wires, starter, water 


Parts dealer or call 800/577-6888. 


THE FINAL 
FRONTIER 


/ gone before. 


turer of 23 T 
roadster components now offers a 


space-tube chassis. Made from seam- 
less carbon steel and mandrel-bent 
to match standard T chassis specs, 


it's said to be 100 percent heliarc- 


welded. Included in this package are 


welded-in motor and transmission 


€rossmembers, shock brackets, and 


the brake pedal master cylinder 
mount. Information: Total 
Performance Inc., Dept. KC, 400 


South Orchard St., Wallingford, CT 


06492, 203/265-5667. 
| ABLE 


ened its 


existing li 
of products to include three pu 
start kits that seem to do everything 


but pump the gas for you. The kits 


GM Performance Parts can han- 
dle your performance needs in one of 
two ways. Its new 502hp 502ci mill 


camshaft, aluminum cylinder heads 
with 2.25-inch intake valves and die- 


the base 
machined ports to match the cylin- 
der heads, AC-Delco Rapidfire spark 


pump, and carburetor. Information: 
contact your local GM Performance 


Total Perfor- 
mance now goes 
where few have 


‘This manufac- 


1 REMARK- 


Auto-Loc 
has broad- 


сап start the car, pop the trunk, turn. 


installation instructions. 
Information: Hoffman A 
Accessories, Dept. KC, 5: 
Sheridan Rd., PO. Box 349, 
Forest, IL 60045, 800/873-4038. 


STEER CLEAR 
Want to know how to fix Mustang 
П or Pinto steering rack clearance 
problems? According to Flaming 
River Industries, its new 
Omni/Horizon rear-steer unit is the 
answer, especially for 28-31 Ford 
Model А and 732-34 Ford chassis 
‘This rack includes new chrome-plat- 
ed housing, bright aluminum cast- 
ing, and new internal components 
consisting of rack-and-pinion gears, 
inner sockets, input shafts, and bel- 
lows—you don't have to search 
through salvage yards to find manu- 
al racks to rebuild. Information: 
Flaming River Industries Inc., Dept. 
KC, 17851 Englewood Dr., 
Cleveland, OH 44130, 800/648-8022. 


OFF THE SHELF By Lynn Temple 


WATER 
Б SAVER 

Here's a 
way to clean 
your car with- 
out flooding 
the gutter. 
Dave's 
Original 
Waterless Car 
Wash just 
sprays on and 
wipes off with 
a clean dry cloth. Dave claims this 
product is gentle enough for painted 
surfaces, fiberglass, vinyl, plastics, 
chrome, and aluminum, but tough 
enough to remove bird droppings, 
bugs, and tar. He also says the solu- 
tion won't scratch, contains UV Pro- 
Gard to protect from sun damage, 
and one 22-ounce bottle will com- 
pletely clean an average car 6 to 8 
times. The cost is $9.95 and it's 
available in most auto supply stores 
or direct from Dave's Original. 
Information: Dave's Original, Dept. 
KC, 7255 Via Palomar, Boca Raton, 
FL 33433, 561/416-8888, 


№ 


STICKY FIX 

Restomotive Laboratories now 
makes a two-part epoxy putty mix 
that can be used to repair hundreds 
of items such as hard plastic steer- 
ing wheels and dash knobs, wood- 
work, and even plumbing pipes in 
Your house Information: 

istomotive ratories, Dept. 
РО. Box 1235, Morristown, NU ^ 
07962, 800/457-6715, 


WE HAVE IGNITION 

НоПеуз has a new line of 
Annihilator high-performance igni- 
tion systems, coils, crank trigger kits, 
plug wires, and ignition accessories 
‘The first of these ignition systems is 
the HP Annihilator which features a 
теу limiter adjustable from 1,000 to 
9,900 rpm in 100-degree increments. 
This system was designed for street, 
off-road, and racing applications. The 
Strip Annihilator is designed for 
bracket-type drag racing and fea- 
tures three rev limiters, two rpm- 
activated switches, adjustable timing 
retard at start-up, and the Quickshot 
programmer which allows you to рго- 
gram from the driver's seat. 
Information: Holley Tech Service, 

spt. KC, P.O, Box 10360, Bowling 
Green, KY 42102, 800/465-5391, or 
502/843-8630, 


RARE 
RIMS 

Enkei 
makes 
available a 
limited 
number of 
its Enkei 
» 2000 one 
piece wheels designed for high-per- 
formance sports cars and luxury 
sedans. Only 2,000 of these uniquely 
designed wheels will be manufac- 
tured. The wheel comes in 17х70 
inch size, has а soft-rim channel, 
and is equipped with an anti-theft 
lock and key set. The finish is Micro- 
Tech plating that's designed to pro- 
duce the same brilliant luster as 
chrome but resist corrosion, peeling, 
and blistering with less mainte- 
nance. Information: Enkei 
International Inc., Dept. KC, 32400 
Industrial Blvd., Madison Heights, 
MI 48071, 800/875-3100. 


f——Á 


DON'T SPARE THE ROD 
Lakewood Industries has devel- 
oped a new Panhard rod for 82-97 
Camaros and Firebirds. Designed to 
keep the rearend centered and 
aligned under hard and severe cor- 
nering conditions, it's manufactured 
from thick-wall steel tubing and 
comes supplied with durable 
polyurethane bushings and steel 
sleeves, Furthermore, it has an 
adjustable feature which allows for 
precise location of the rearend hous- 
ing in relation to the chassis, and 
compensates for altered ride heights. 
It comes finished in black powder- 
coat and has grease fittings. 
Information: Lakewood Industries, 
Mr. Gasket Performance Group, 
Dept. KC, 8700 Brookpark Rd., 
Brooklyn, OH 44129, 216/398-8300. 


INJECTION SELECTION 5 
Converting to electronic fuel injec- 
tion can be a real hassle if you have 


to weld a return-line fitting to the 
tank. Моговов EFI Fuel Return-Line 
Kit solves this problem by connect- 
ing to any fuel tank filler tube with 
an outside diameter of 2 inches. 
After cutting a 2%-inch section out. 
of the filler tube, use the Buna-N 
sleeves to clamp in the aluminum 
adapter. The adapter includes a pre- 
welded %-inch aluminum fuel fitting 
that directs fuel downward into the 
tank. This kit can be installed on 
most vehicles without removing the 
fuel tank. Information: Moroso 
Performance Parts, Dept. KC, 80 
Carter Dr., Guilford, CT 06437, 
203/453-6571 


BLOW IT 
OUT 

DynoMax 
Performance 
Exhaust has 
unleashed 
its new Race 
Magnum 
series of 
high-performance mufflers. The Race 
Magnum Bullet is а compact, light- 
weight but tough muffler which will 
fit nearly any race car application. It 
features an inner perf-tube extrusion 
that is wrap-welded for durability. 
‘Two Race Magnum Welded mufflers 
come in round and oval configura- 
tions. Information: DynoMax 
Motorsports, Dept. KC, 111 
Pfingsten Rd., Deerfield, IL 60015, 
800/767-3966. 


SHOCK- 
ING 
POWER 

Looking 
for an 
alternator 
that can 
provide an 
accurate 
and dependable amperage rating and 
superior heat dissipation? Scosche 
Industries says its EFX High Output 
Powerdrive Alternator, which comes in 
six different configurations, can pro- 
vide from 130 to 200 hot-rated, ampli- 
fier melting amps. Additional batteries 
can be charge jel with the 
existing batteries and then isolated to 
provide auxiliary power. This alterna- 
tor is manufactured for a specific fac- 
tory fit and therefore requires no 
bracket fabrication. Scosche has alter- 
nator applications for domestic and 
import cars and trucks. Information: 
Scosche Industries, Dept, KC, 5160 
Gabbert Rd., Moorpark, СА 93021, 
805/523-0687. 


EXOTIC FANS 
Spal, long- 
X time manufac- 
turer of a line of 


!* | high-perfor- 
mance fans for 
such cars as Ferrari, Lamborghini, 
and Maserati, now has the same line 
of fans available in sizes from 5 to 16 
inches in various configurations and 
with airflow ratings said to approach 
3,000 cfm. Along with the fan, Spal 
also makes available its fan-harness 
and thermostat kit. This kit consists 
of a wiring harness with labeled 
cables, OE-type thermostat with 
Packard Weather Pack connector, 
detailed installation instructions, 
Hella 40-amp relay, fuse holder, and 
all necessary hardware. Information: 
Spal High Performance Fans, Dept. 
KC, 512 Tuttle St., Des Moines, IA 
50309, 800/345-0327. 
СД THE NEXT 
WOW! GENERATION 
Powerdyne 
V M Automotive 
JA | Products has 
developed a sec- 
ond generation 
of its superchargers which features а 
newly designed internal step-up belt- 
drive system for quieter operation, 
and has new levels of reliability. The 
internal belt sprockets as well as the 
impeller are reduced in weight—a 
design element intended to result in 
а quicker acceleration blower, 
reduced belt loads during gear 
changes and sudden deceleration, 
and longer belt life. Information: 
Powerdyne Automotive Products, 
Dept. KC, 104-C East Avenue K-4, 
Lancaster, CA 93535, 805/723-2800. 
мах) NO BUM(P) 
^ NBI 
Wireforce's 
A new line of 
| Pro's Pick com- 
3 | ponents for cus- 
tom and classic trucks includes a 
basic package of tubular front-sus- 
pension kits complete with upper. 
and lower control arms, coilover 
shocks, crossmembers, mounts, and 
all hardware. The full hub-to-hub kit 
includes steering rack, spindles, 
rotors, bearings, seals, calipers, and 
pads in addition to the basic con- 
tents, Other options such as power 
steering set-ups and a sway bar are 
also available. These kits are said to 
be geometrically correct and guaran- 
teed to not to induce bump steer. 
Information: Pro's Pick, Dept. KC, 
181 St. Andrew E., Fergus, Ontario, 
NIMIR4, 800/865-1366.кс 
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CALL 213-782-2732 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION IN THIS SECTION 


PERFORMANCE DIRECTORY 


Based Mirage сергип Tess ___ 10096 Guarantee Info Pak...S5° 


E Oars on et tay d а 
Е « In Class atthe Sth Annual Ohio Valley КИ Car Club Show 1994, 
ie Stage 1 Starter Packages 
Mirage 8 $7995" 
E qus Mirage K $4995* 
Our Stage I Kits Include ОЕР... 
EVERYTHING to Build Your Fiero Mirage K...S7895® S-Video АззетЫу...529° | | 


We Challenge anyone to supply the video 
ablo...Just Talk to Our Customers. 


he knowledge to make your kit build 
ир олан geocitios comímotorcity aor 


EZ cruisin’ sports rod you build | 
on а ‘83-'94 Chevy 5-10 Blazer. 
LLY. conversion kits from only $3995. 
Assembly manuals: $35 Write/call/surf for info: 
128 Center St. #8, В Segundo, СА 90245 
(310) 322-2767 www.rodster.com 
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COLLECTIBLE 

KIT & SPECIALTY CARS! | 
‘Ley, Сото, cation 


Бирена 
Tied imo Артс vue 


CollectorGuard ӘЙ 
NEW: 1 800/678-5173 


Heacock insurance Group, he, Lakeland, FL 


HIGH PERFORMANCE 
COBRA* REPLICA 


ACT QUICK! THESE SPECIALS | | 
ARE FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY!| | 

mie [| 
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Repeat 
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Complete бшек Change 
RS tr Cobra" Replicas 


САЦ. NOW FOR SPECIAL SUMMER PRICING 
ON COMPLETE L.S. SUSPENSIONS. 
EXTENDED SUMMER SPECIALS 


Instrumental 
The perfect Cobra replica deserves Smiths 
original style instruments from Niconger 
Specials in the rebuilding repair a 

ie of Smiths and Bilis acier ната. 
ments since 1949, For more iermation 
call or write to BA | 


Nison Г So Mamaroneck Ave, 
rcd 


FIERO | 

|| LEATHER | 
+ Upholstery Kits 

||| | зох 1895 
KAW 


| 


Video Instructions 
Faste 


y * Step by Step | 


| Accessories io Match Leather Seating Surface 
Mr. Mike’s 
O Box 21764 
(19, Sorasota, FL 34276 


| m 1-800-924-8 


ectrum of Auto 
rund Accessories 
for your VW-based kit car 


о Telegraph Rd. St. Louis, MO 63125 
1900 Те for our 126 page catalog 
(314) 638-7700 
ups. daily - shipped worldwide 


{eam mse Suet да 
вама 


|(717) 383-1206 ; 


| Send 85 for our infopok, or visit our website 
‘tear.com/exot 


imdable wih first о 


Kit Price. 
Turnkey (ready for paint)... 
Installation video + catalog 


+ 4 hour nstllaton * Ев 70: 
+ V8 соттоп 


ORIGIN 


P.O. Box 24613, Phoenix, AZ 85074 


COBRA 


Leon тено Lid 
TL екзо кк. 
шше, HD 21204 


| 210-298-617 


14438) 


Approx 6^ | 
Brown & Clear 
Lead Cystal Ly 


оп Fiber Wings & Things 
for your special car! 

Give your kit or special: 

«um <о thot leading edge 

look of carbon fiber. You 

don't have to go broke 

опу longer to obtain 

wings, mirrors, scoops, 

hoods or you name it 

Discount prices. 


1040 N. Batavio, Suite б 
Orange, СА 92867 

Tek: (714) 744-1398 
Fax: (714) 744-1397 
һр:/ /www.pim.net 
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ENGINE 
CONVERSIONS 


+ QUADA & 3.1 - 3.3 - 3.8- 3.4 TDC V6. 
Speed Automatic or Stick Avaliable 

NorthStar УВ. 4 Speed Automatic. 

for QUAD-4, 34 ТЮС. 

JOUSE CONVERSIONS 

1 84 to '88 Performance Suspension Kits 

7 Turnkey Cars Available 

New & Used Parts - Kit Bodies 
Plus much, 


Built on a RX. 7 
Mazda = 


JAGUAR ХКЕ REPLICA 
Кїз from $5,595.00 to $9,995 00 as pictured 
Send $500 forinFoPac or $25.00 fer assembly 
video ard InFcPac ($28.50 COD) 
Braden River Engineering 


2604 Manstoo Ave East 


Bradenton, FL 34208, 


(941) 761-8498 


а Magnesium, 
хе. Us, 
OO" Set of 4, 1675 and 

159.5 (Original Finish) % 
Call for Polishing Options and Prices 
Adapter kit, Set of 4 
(2 left, 2 right) wiWing Nuts 
Send $4 for Complete Catalog 


1-800-824-7947 
РО, Box 100 
Wellington, KS 67152 
(316)326-2111 
Fax (316)326-5364 


Upper Control 


Arms 129.ea. 
Reconditioned) 


CTM 


1870 вотот 


HEADQUARTERS 


Parts & Accessories 


Catalog #7 $5.00 (free with order) 
COBRA RESTORERS LTD 


(fs) 2099 Caner Circle 
SN 
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[AND “COPY” TECHNIQUES 
p hupihrsevipopularlinkcon/kitcar 
Ls 


This book shows you how to Би 
nai fibergiass body for under $1,000 
quality make a custom body using styrofoan 

ov ich method without а mold or plug 
[Le tow to make molds out of the original body 
Stow to make copy-molds from body kits 
Vies to best prepare & paint fiberglass. 
FIBERBODY DESIGNS, INC. 

P. 0. Box 741195 
B] Houston, TX 77274. 


only SE 


——4 
FIBERGLASS BODY BUILDING | 


А good set4 
of Micrometey 


should be ai < 
investment: Z rows 


that'll last а dt" Mi Set 
lifetime. = 
Powerhouse Misdsosolinividualy 


Mics are. Extremely Твен Ан. 
precise, our mics measure in 
.0001", that's 10 times more 
accurate than other mics. They 
have all the high quality features 
you look for in a mic, such as 
ratchet stop thimbles, carbide tips, 
locking levers, adjuster wrenches, 
calibration standards and they 
come in a protective wooden case. 


1-800-872- 

3402 Democrat Rd. • M и: 
FAX mim Mugen 
[МОЁ] www.powerhouseproducts.com. 
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al Se дар, бл, Sobran 
29060 Anderson Road 


ickliite, Ohio 44092 
944 39.6 1.800.699.3780, 


Rolling Chassis & Turnkey 


Send $3 for color brochure 


We now have 512 windows for sale! 


(20 


For Info Cal: 626-813-0736 _Fax 626-369-5921 


Rad Designs P.O. Box 49 * Azusa, CA 91702 


SHOCKING 


Replica & Street Rod 
Brake & Suspension Components 


Tubular Control Arms 
Adjustable Strut Rods 
* Fiero, Mustang 5.0, Mopar, Vega 


dependent Rear Suspension 
* AVO and Carrera Distributors 


PERFORMANCE DIRECTORY 


Long Beach, СА $0801 


Body Styling Kit $2795.00 
Classic AC Bristol Ace Replica 
Utilizes Stock MGB 

Superb Handling - Rock Solid Feel 
V-8, V-6 Engine Options 
Information Package $500 


Original Smiths Cobra Gauge Sets 


* Best prices anywhere! 


e, Ameer. and Fuel gauge 


brem. Son Lis Obispo, CA 93401 
сш NGOS на 


HE AFFORDABLE COMPANY 2 
SAVE THOUSANDS ON 
5005L, 508GTSI, 512TR 


EM 


ү 


‘QUALITY products, WHOLESALE prices, 
Written MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 


DONT BUY UNTIL YOU CALL 
THE AFFORDABLE COMPANY 
978-373-7389 
таа 
i — 
"COLLECTORS" PREPAID PHONE CARD 
Goo #0 


ONLY 500 Fi 


Collectors Card 


би 10 mates of phone ime 


Send for your very own: S1000 ea plus S300 far Sa | 
Check ar Money Onder oniy! Allow 3 t 6 weeks fo 
INK SPOTS - PO. Box 1 


sssssssssssss. 


SSSSSSSSSSssisssssssssssssssssssst| 


PIGEON’ PERFORMANCE 

CANADIAN MANUFACTURER 
From Kits to Turn Keys 

+ Four inch round tube frame 

* Hand-laid 
fiberglass 


SEND з" FoR 
штитне 
* Independent aluminum suspension 
+ Body å Framo $5,995.00 U.S, 
Be PIGEON PERFORMANCE 
E 1420 Route 125, C.P. 670 
EEE Ste-Jurenno, Quebec, Canada JOK 270 
(14) 831-2791 Phone/Fax (514) 831-8468. 


(COBRA DAYTONA| 
COUPE | 


Basic Frame & Body Kit - $7,995.00 | 
R&D DESIGN CONCEPTS 


| 
9536 Military « Omaha, NE 68134 « 402-572-0176 


NEU DIGITAL GAUGES 


‘+ Al new digital gauges fo Firebird and Trans-Ams from 1982 to 1982 

Numeric and bargraph readouts fr the major functions. 

* омск and easy replacement of factory analog gauges, по ational acces- 
saris needed 

+* Can be ordered with ether super bight red or emerald gren digits 

* Complete gauge sets start at $1,500.00 extra sending units may be required 
depending upon year 

+ Infrmaton sheet and color hots malle tor $2.00 


Prop CAR REPLICA AND ACCESSORIES 
Custom fiberglass components and digit instrumentation can be ordered as a fu 
Tam hey wee or 000 or ae vl as separate es. Fl рди ne 
ug in cr poe $150 
MARK'S CUSTOM KITS. 
Dept. C 0797, В Swab Plana, FL 34758 
orca өй 44012 Ce cards accepted. 


WHATEVER YOU DRIVE OR 
RIDE, ON OR OFF THE ROAD, 
PETERSEN HAS AN 
AUTOMOTIVE TITLE JUST 
RIGHT FOR YOU! 

HOT ROD + CAR CRAFT - 
MOTOR TREND : 4-WHEEL 
8 OFF-ROAD • CIRCLE 
TRACK + MOTORCYCLIST + 
DIRT RIDER + 

O PETERSEN 


1551 Churchman Ане, Indianapolis, IN 46203 
(317) 784-1119 Fax (317) 787-6132 


IE 34 FORD COUPE 
Chassis: Box Tube 
Suspension: Mustang Il or Vet 
Engine: Ford or Chevy V8 
Kits: $5,700 Turnkey: $27,000 
For mre information calor send $100 for өө реа. 


JOVI KITS T 
Jovi KITS г 


(6278 N. пиш нил. SUTE 259 
95 


COMPETE таги 39 PCE Kr. 
factory PGALATONS нон. 
SEND $25 FOR COMPLETE VIDEO INFO PACK: 
JOVI LTD. 
uota, 23908 


CALL 213-782-2732 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION IN THIS SECTION 


(520) 689-0100 


СКА 
(520) 245-2472 


Lousvile, КҮ 


[С | Cobra lovers and kit 
| car builders = This Ба 
detailed 11 hr. guide 
through the complete. 
mechanical restoration 
of a rare, original 
5,000 mi. 427 Cobra. 
Includes 427 side oiler! 
}- x and 4-speed, 
G & K Classics video documents the 
4275 history and 
Other videos avallable. 
9295$ plus $3.50 S&H СО MN 


$3995 864-224-7770 


YOUR QUALITY REPLICAR SHOULD HAVE 


-Qualjty Assembly 


ie 


"4801 MA Branch Lane бие, Koons, TN 37938 


400 H.P. FIERO 


IF YOU HAVE A CAR LIKE THIS, 

WE CAN SOLVE YOUR BRAKING 
AND HANDLING PROBLEMS WITH OUR 
BOLT-IN KITS! 

* 10.5, 11" AND 12° BRAKE SYSTEMS 


FRONT AND REAR COIL-OVERS 
« UPPER AND LOWER A-ARMS 


MAKE YOUR CAR STOP + HANDLE 
AS GOOD AS IT GOES! 


ВСС SPECIALTY PRODUCTS wem 
817-536-3820 == 


619°421°5920 


itear.com/hardymotors. 


PERFORMANCE AND ACCESSORY CENTER 
BODY CONVERSIONS, AERODYNAMIC PACKAGES, 
уз CONVERSIONS, TURBO CHARGERS, HUNDREDS 
OF AFTERMARKET PRODUCTS FOR YOUR FIERO 
SEND $1000 FOR CATALOGUE. 


FIERO CONVERSIONS, INC. 
auf AALE one Nsom, OM NB 3S9 
(519) 972-4989 
его Owners Club of Canada. 
Mombershlp $35.00 per Year 


маце 


x» TEAM Ш WHEELS 
1 дон 3279.2) 
| атте sus-otses эле 


2. 2000 mie per yr programs available in 


through the 1996 models, 
те dring alowed 


“GALL TOLL FREE FOR QUOTE 
CAT 0-397-0765 


Phone 510-895-8880) 


EXCELLENT QUALITY 
From new technology, materials and processes 
Saustaction Guaranteed 
7 Fe. & rens for most popular models 


2 No tax (outside New York State) 


мо 


HL. Design AUTO SPORT 
Set, Principate 

iac Cone (ucbeo) CANADA 

Sar $30 ara) 6062631 


COMPLETE KIT :56300 US. 
INFO PACK 138 ы 
Linsted time otter -$ 600 Rebola applicable 
FIBERGLASS PANEL: 

INSTALLED ON 5100 


опне 


за CAVALIER. 


Redhead Roaster 

Steve Maas writes that his Velo Rossa from VR 
Engineering took about a year to finish since his 
brother who was doing the work only touched it 
between other projects, The car is built on a salvaged 
2402 chassis purchased for $500. The engine was 
replaced with a ’60 Chevy small-block backed bya 
Camaro T-5 transmission. The car also bristles with a 
Hurst shifter, Edelbrock carb, custom twin-muffler 
exhaust, and Dunlop tires. Steve used the stock 
Datsun dash, but redid the rest of the interior which 
includes a powerful Kenwood sound system. Best of 
all, and mostly due to his brother doing the work, the 
Project cost only about $15,000. 


STEVE Maas 
Bakersfield, CA 


Driving is Better 
Beck sent along some photos of his newly fin- 
rises Lambo clone that took only 
He says, “Building the car was 


GARY BECK 
“Cheektowaga, NY 


86 KIT CAR, 


Nice Car 
It took Mike Distefano about two years to build his 
"61 Corvette convertible replica. His donor was a '78 
Monte Carlo to which he added a Chevy 350 crate 
motor with several performance upgrades such as 
an Edelbrock cam and an intake manifold, and a 
Carter 626cfm AFB carburetor, He also added a 350 
Turbo Hydromatic and swapped the gears in the 
rearend. Mike is very proud of his paint job, a $400 
есопо-вргау with three coats of clear and lots of rub- 
bing out by himself. His tags read FUN KAR and 
that about sums up his pride in and enjoyment of 
the car. 

Mike DiSTEFANO 

Brentwood, TN 


supersonic trans- 

та clone for perfor- 
ав been clocked at 
nd has been known 


to 400 Вр. 
with FFR 17-inch Halil 
‘AutoMeter gauges. Не 
Project which will also tory Five car, albeit. 
ber body. 


BART Brown 
Wichita, KS. 


Aluminum 


the essence of the original racing cobras and finally, put one within your reach. 


. under 


IIR Mant 1390 Mastang Ба Telco sec 
ential to the original = an знан all luminum sl fre «authentic b 
* fame moaned той bar + dimensionally arcc ems body = 


ining = ll ind 
h componeats and hh 


(508) 291-3443 


be a epee vaderna 
л З Ану between 900 500 pen EST. Mug and Са 
todays Mustang 50. To find out exact what you get ih this kt and сорал specications call S: 


Factory Five Racing, Inc, is not connected o holders of ise rath. 01906 facon P Racing. Me 


cream is now affordable 


D WINNER Z — 


*TOP DOG" 
‘97 RUN в GUN 


WINNER 
"ROAD COURSE 
STREET CLASS" 
‘97 RUN в GUN 


Dreams can come true. 


The Superformance S/C. The complete dream car. 


Imagine an original Ace rolling off the container ship, com- 
plete except for engine and transmission, waiting for Shelby 
to shoehom a Ford V8 under the hood and transform it into 
the infamous Cobra. The legend is born. 


Then, it's 1965 and Carroll Shelby decides to sell only thirty- 
two 427 Cobra S/Cs to the public. The dream is born. 


The salesman says he has one with your name on it, but at 
а cost of $9,800! In those days, that was a fortune you 
didn't have. 


Now, fast forward to today. You've worked hard, you're 
Successful and comfortable. Kids are grown. Nice 
use. What's next? The Superformance 427 S/C...The 


itas the Ace was/originall shipped to America is ехеову УО ОШ average skill and ordinary mechanic's tools 


[the Superformance S/Cs are shipped to this country” 
today, and how they are delivered to you. е 


C ALL т O D Ay 


1 (800) 29-SNAKE . 


Superformance's 427 S/C is an exact reproduction of the 
original, meticulously engineered and crafted by the world's 
largest manufacturer of S/C replicars. And, they are 
complete. All you need to do is add the engine and 
transmission, or choose form one of our engine and 
transmission installation packages, and you're on the 
road. All:for an absurdly competitive price. 


If you're thinking of buying a competitor's kit саг, in hopes 
of saving money...STOP! Do the research, shop around, 
ask someone who's been there. You owe it to yourself. 
Kits often seem like a great deal, but you may end ир 
spending a fortune on parts you didn't realize were not 
included. With а Superformance S/C, there is nothing 
else to buy, because Superformance S/Cs are complete. 
We don't sell kits, we sell cars. 


‘you'll be able to complete your Superformance S/C in 3S 
little as 8 hours. And, at just $32,800 (without engine and 
, you can afford to make your dream car a realty 


